Needs

And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, Manna-ho? (What is it?) For they did not know what it was. 

And Moses said to them, 

“This is the bread which the Lord has given you to eat.” 

(Exodus 16:15)

My God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 4:19)

True affluence is not needing anything. (Gary Snyder, in Turtle Island)
Americans use sixteen thousand tons of aspirin each year. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 65)
The normal average human being breathes about 700,000 cubic inches of air every day. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 4)

Buy what thou hast no need of; and e’er long thou shalt sell thy necessaries. (Ben Franklin)
Catalog nation: 19.2 billion: Number of catalogs mailed to U.S. customers in 2005, a 5.5 percent increase over 2004, which recorded a 5.3 percent increase over 2003. 400 million: How many catalogs Victoria Secret mails annually, or 1.33 for every American. (Direct Marketing Association / BusinessWeek, as it appeared in the Rocky Mountain News, December 12, 2006)

Typical CD-ROM – printing info would use 17 trees. (World Features Syndicate)
The cemeteries of the world are full of indispensable men. (Charles de Gaulle)

Forty-nine percent of Americans view cell phones as necessities instead of luxuries, according to the Pew Research Center. Back in 1996, Pew didn't put cell phones in its survey of necessities and luxuries. (New York Daily News, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 16, 2007)
Every year, China cuts down an estimated 3.8 million trees to produce 57 billion pairs of disposable chopsticks, contributing to the country’s rapid deforestation. Half of these chopsticks are exported to Japan, South Korea, and the U.S. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 11, 2011)
All you need to grow fine, vigorous grass is a crack in the sidewalk. (Country Extra magazine)

Binney & Smith produces two billion Crayola crayons a year. If placed end-to-end, the crayons would circle the Earth four and a half times. (www.crayola.com, as it appeared in Catholic Digest, May, 2006)

If you  turned the Lord's Prayer over to a bureaucrat to  rewrite, the single phrase, “Give us this day our daily bread,” would probably  come out something like this: We respectfully petition, request and entreat that  due and adequate provision be made, this day and the date hereinafter  subscribed, for the satisfying of these petitioners' nutritional requirements  and for the organizing of such methods of allocation and distribution as may be  deemed necessary and proper to assure the reception by and for said petitioners  of such quantities of baked cereal products as shall, in the judgment of the  aforesaid petitioners, constitute a sufficient supply thereof. (Fred J.  Emery)

When our family moved into an ethnic neighborhood, we delighted in the marvelous foods sold in area markets. We weren't aware how deeply we had immersed ourselves in this new cuisine until one day when our son, reciting “The Lord's Prayer,” said: “Give us this day our deli bread.” (Mary Beth Sauter, in Reader's Digest)

The distinction between needs and wants seem largely lost in our affluent, advertising-driven society. Television, radio, and print ads assure us that we will be happier, handsomer, and more fulfilled as soon as we acquire the latest model car, the newest anti-wrinkle cream, or a complete digital entertainment system. (Ben Franklin’s Almanac, p. 346)

But materialism is nothing new. The Greek philosopher Sophocles, well-known for his simple lifestyle, was at the market one day, closely examining the many goods for sale. A friend asked him why he came to the market at all, since he never purchased anything. Sophocles explained, “I am always amazed to see how many things there are that I don’t need.” (Ben Franklin’s Almanac, p. 346)

Am advised New York City drinks from a reservoir about as big as the state of Delaware. (L. M. Boyd)

Geech: “Don’t we have anything to eat?” Wife: “I bought all kinds of cookies and chips and stuff just yesterday.” Geech: “I know, but I’m hungry again today.” (Jerry Bittle, in Geech comic strip)
Americans eat about 10 billion cows, chickens, pigs, and other animals every year. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 8, 2008)

Americans spend over one million dollars on energy every minute. (Chevron advertisement, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 10, 2006)

Real equality doesn’t mean everybody getting the same, but each of us getting what we need. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
Somewhere in government warehouses, the records show, are 3 million pounds of feathers in case we need them in time of war. (L. M. Boyd)

Of course we need firearms. You never know when some nut is going to come up to you and say something like, “You’re fired.” You gotta be ready. (Dave Attell)

Humanity’s need for food is gobbling up terra firma, nearly 40 percent of the earth’s landmass is now used to grow crops or graze animals, compared with about 25 percent a century ago. In a new study, University of Wisconsin researchers merged satellite images and ground-level surveys to track global land use. “Most noticeable,” says Navin Ramankutty, “is the rapid expansion of soybean farming in South America, which exports most of its crop to China. Even in the United States,” he adds, “much of what we used to call the corn belt is now in soybeans.” (Smithsonian magazine, February, 2006)
Americans throw out about 27 percent of the 350 million pounds of food they buy every year. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 30, 2008)

If you’re like the average American consumer, you go through 570 gallons of gasoline every year. (Samantha Weaver, in Tidbits, Serptember 10, 2007)

Nature is wonderful. A million years ago she didn’t know we were going to need glasses, but look where she put our ears. (Los Angeles Times-Syndicate)
A sand grouse needs to eat from five thousand to eighty thousand seeds a day to survive. As such, it is the fastest eating bird, consuming several seeds a second. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 158)
For all its glitz and glamour, not to mention guacamole (43.8 million pounds of avocados were eaten during Super Bowl XXXIX), Super Sunday has produced plenty of special moments on the field. (Lynn DeBruin, in Rocky Mountain News, February 3, 2006)

What’s needed, I’m told by one who tells me a lot, is a woman’s handbag with changeable covers of different colors – to match the costume of the day. This also would do away with all that taking-out and putting-in of purse contents. (L. M. Boyd)

Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie have moved their growing brood into a Manhattan hotel suite costing $100,000 a month, says the New York Post. The couple and their four children are now ensconced in a 6,000-square-foot suite at the ritzy Waldorf Towers, close to both the exclusive French school their son Maddox attends and the United Nations, where Jolie is a goodwill ambassador. (The Week magazine, October 19, 2007)
We need people with new ideas as much as we need people who will put energy behind the old ideas. (William Feather)   BP279110
Each year insects eat a third of the world’s food crop. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 84)
Iran, the world’s fourth largest oil producer, is using some of its petro-wealth to subsidize gasoline prices for its citizens. Iranian drivers pay about 40 cents a gallon for gas, most of which has to be imported because Iran has few refineries. (The Wall Street Journal, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 14, 2006)
The classic short story by Leo Tolstoy titled “How Much Land Does a Man Need?” tells the tale of a man who was offered a great opportunity. For 1,000 rubles, he could have as much land as he could pace off from sunrise to sunset. There was just one condition: He had to return to the exact spot where he started before the sun set, or he would lose his money. At sunrise, the man set out, marking the edges of his land as he went. The farther he went, the better the land seemed, and he hurried on, growing hot and tired. By the time he headed back to the starting point, the sun was beginning to set. He began running and was soon exhausted and dying of thirst. He pressed on, his heart pounding in his chest, his lungs straining. Finally, just as the sun set, he reached his goal – and collapsed, dead. The man’s servant buried him on the spot. As we strain to acquire more, we would all do well to remember Tolstoy’s conclusion to this story: “Six feet from his head to his heels was all he needed.” (Ben Franklin’s Almanac, p. 25)

100,000 pounds of Red Vines licorice are produced every day by the American Licorice Company. (Rocky Mountain News, April 6, 2005)

Many consumer goods thought of as luxuries 10 years ago are now considered necessities, a Pew Research Center study found. Among them: cell phones, home computers, and microwave ovens. “The more of these goods you have and the more available they are,” says Pew’s Paul Taylor, “the more you feel you need.” (USA Today, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 29, 2006)
Man does not live by bread alone. He has to handle some hot potatoes, know his onions, and be worth his salt. Little wonder man is in a stew. (Gil Stern, in The Wall Street Journal)
McDonald’s is the largest single purchaser of American beef, buying nearly 1 billion pounds per year. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 253)
The Pentagon is waging another type of battle that just keeps growing in scale: meeting the demands for military vehicles, ships and aircraft around the world. Reuters reports that according to the Defense Energy Support Center: 

$6.7 billion: What the military paid for 144.8 million barrels of fuel in 2004.

$8.8 billion: The cost of 128.3 million barrels in 2005 as the average price per barrel of oil rose by almost 50 percent to $68.

$10 billion: What the Pentagon estimates it will spend this year for 130.6 million barrels at a cost of more than $77 per barrel. (Rocky Mountain News, March 21, 2006)
The Saturn V moon rocket consumed fifteen tons of fuel per second. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 190)
A man is stranded in the desert without water. As he crawls across the burning sands, he meets a salesman, who attempts to sell him a necktie. “You must be crazy,” the man rasps. “I'm dying of thirst, and you want to sell me a necktie?” The salesman shrugs his shoulders and continues on his way. Late in the afternoon, the parched traveler looks up and can hardly believe his eyes. There in the middle of the barren wastes is a modern cocktail lounge, neon lights and a parking lot filled with cars. He crawls to the door, “Please, I've got to have something to drink,” he says, near collapse. “Sorry,” says the doorman. “No one's admitted without a tie.” (Alex Thien, in Milwaukee  Sentinel)

The world now consumes a record 70 million barrels of oil a day, and by 2030, the daily total is expected to soar to 120 million barrels. (The Week magazine, December 3, 2004)

Every day, Saudi Arabia receives more than $500 million from oil-consuming nations, including nearly $100 million from the United States. (Fortune, as it  appeared in The Week magazine, March 17,  2006)
Pandas spend 10 to 15 hours a day feeding. A panda needs to eat about 20 pounds of bamboo every day and may eat as much as 100 pounds. (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)
On average, the Pentagon uses 666 rolls of toilet paper in one day. As they say in government circles, no job’s finished until the paperwork is done. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 90)

On Fakaofo, one of the Tokelau Islands in the South Pacific, there are pigs that swim – and catch fish. Three hundred pigs fend for themselves in the sea, splashing in the shallow reef waters as they forage for food. They live on a diet of sea slugs, small mollusks and occasional fish. “I’ve seen them grab fish up to six inches long,” says Semu Uili, director of Tokelau’s agriculture and fisheries service. “And some of them are good swimmers.” No one knows where the pigs came from originally, but they have been on Fakaofo for generations. In the absence of traditional food, they have adapted to their environment and turned to the sea. (Reuters)
60 percent of Americans will order pizza on Super Bowl Sunday, according to Uno Chicago Grill. Also, the company says: Americans will eat more than 100 million pizza slices before halftime that day. More pizza is ordered on Super Bowl Sunday than any other day. (Rocky Mountain News, February 3, 2007)
In North America, pizzas are consumed at a rate of about 95 pies per second. Around three billion pizzas are sold in the U.S. each year. (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts, 2000)

It takes 100,000 cows to satisfy Pizza Hut’s daily need for dairy products. (William Ecenbarger, in Reader’s Digest, May, 1986)
Plastic wrap is a staple of the American kitchen – in fact, you probably have a roll or two stashed in a drawer or cupboard right now. But did you know that in the U.S., we use enough of the stuff every year to cover the entire state of Texas? (Samantha Weaver, in Tidbits)
Every baseball team could use a man who plays every position superbly and never makes an error. But so far, no one has been able to make him lay aside his hot dog and come down out of the grandstand. (Inspiring Quotations: Comtemporary & Classical, Compiled by Albert M. Wells, Jr.)

Laid end to end, the sticks from popsicles eaten in 2002 would circle the planet \3 times. (Uncle John’s Unstoppable Bathroom Reader)
What we need to realize above all else is that God has provided for the most minute needs of our daily life and that if we lack anything it is because we have not used our mind in making the right contact with the supermind and the cosmic ray that automatically flows from it. (Charles Fillmore, in Prosperity, introduction)

Readers and writers need each other – but numerically, the need for readers is much greater. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

What we really need most is to realize how little we really need. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
 
Baby robins can eat up to fourteen feet of earthworms per day. (Valmarie Carson, in Tidbits)

Here we are, Mount Everest. I need 29,000 feet of rope. (Jim Unger, in Herman comic strip)

Ever wonder why a person who runs 5 miles a day needs a remote control for the TV? (Country Extra magazine)
When you need salt, sugar won’t do. (Yiddish saying)

The “sandwich generation” is what the middle-aged have been called. They’re trying to cope with the needs of both their parents and their children. (L. M. Boyd)
A university of average size is said to use a million sheets of bond and letterhead every month. (L. M. Boyd)

As the dog returns home with still another basket of things, the owner says: “I wish he’d bring something we need once in a while.” (Brad Anderson, in Marmaduke comic strip)

For every extra kilogram carried on a space flight, 530 kilograms of extra fuel are needed at liftoff. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 63)

A  squirrel in Britain managed to squeeze its way through the bars of a birdfeeder,  then ate so many nuts that it was too fat to get out again. The squirrel was eventually freed by wildlife official Graham Hammond, who accused the rodent of  having “eyes bigger than its stomach.” (The Week magazine, November 9,  2007)
There is a sufficiency in the world for man’s need but not for man’s greed. (Mohandas K. Gandhi)
People who have what they want are fond of telling people who haven’t what they want that they really don’t want it. (Ogden Nash, American humorist and poet)

It takes about 10 pounds of meat a day to keep a caged tiger tame. (L. M. Boyd)

Then and now: The average American used between 5 and 10 gallons of water a day in 1904. Today’s American uses 100 gallons of water per day. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 101)
Of the 400 gallons of water the average family of four uses every day, about one-third goes to irrigate lawns and gardens. Americans drench their yards with 7 billion gallons of water every day. (The Wall Street Journal, in The Week magazine, August 3, 2007)
We need joy as we need air. We need love as we need water. We need each other as we need the earth we share. We are blessed that there is within our reach enough of all we need. (Maya Angelou)
Daily, that baby blue whale drinks 60 gallons of mother’s milk. And it’s exceedingly rich, whale’s milk is. (L. M. Boyd)

A ton a day is how much humpback whales eat. (L. M. Boyd)
You never know what is enough until you know what is more than enough. (William Blake)
Vintners say some 90 percent of this year’s new wine, worldwide, will be consumed within 12 months. (L. M. Boyd)

I've become more convinced than ever that God finds ways to communicate with those who truly seek him, especially when we lower the volume of the surrounding static. I remember reading the account of a spiritual seeker who interrupted a busy life to spend a few days in a monastery. “I hope your stay is a blessed one,” said the monk who showed the visitor to his cell. “If you need anything, let us know, and we'll teach you how to live without it.” (Philip Yancey, in Christianity Today)

God is everywhere, therefore God is here. What God is is everywhere, therefore what God is is here. The world, as never before, needs you and me. It needs our unwavering faith in God. It needs our positive certainly of God-in-man-the Christ. It needs our steadfast love. (Nona L. Brooks)
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