Non-Focus

This leads to a point that is interestingly made in a story that comes out of the lore of the Island of Java. A young man spied a beautiful girl on the high road and followed her for a mile. Finally she turned and demanded, “Why do you dog my footsteps?” He declared feverishly, “Because you are the loveliest thing I have ever seen and I have fallen madly in love with you at sight. Be mine!” The girl replied, “But you have merely to look behind you to see my young sister who is ten times more beautiful than I am.” The gallant swain wheeled about and his gaze fell on as homely a girl as could be found in Java. “What mockery is this?” he demanded of the girl. “You lied to me!” “So did you,” she replied. “If you were so madly in love with me, why did you turn around?” (Eric Butterworth, in Discover The Power Within You, p. 125)

High-tech gadgets make it possible for people to travel through time . . . well, sort of. To leap forward 40 to 50 years in physical abilities, merely talk on a cell phone while cruising down the road. Research at the University of Utah shows that when drivers between 18 and 25 chat on a cell phone, they cannot react to a braking situation any better than a 65- to 74-year-old. Employing a driving simulator to measure reaction times, psychologist David Strayer found teenagers have the greatest trouble combining driving and talking, but the problem affects all generations. “We see that accident rates, if you’re using a cell phone, are about four times greater than if you’re not using a cell phone,” he says. “Cell phones seem to be a distraction across the age range. (Kurt Repanshek, in Discover magazine, January, 2006)

Running around in circles won't make ends meet. (Graffiti, McNaught Syndicate, Inc.)

“Distracted driving” as a result of cell phone use and texting behind the wheel led to 5,474 deaths last year – one in six of all traffic fatalities, the federal government said. Auto accidents caused by cell phones and texting also led to 448,000 injuries. (Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, October 8, 2010)

When distractions kill: Thousands of teenage drivers die each year because of the distractions of cell phones, radios, and other passengers, says a new study. By and large, teens are heeding warnings about drinking and driving, with a 35 percent decline in drinking-related fatal accidents involving teens since 1990. But car accidents remain the No. 1 killer of teens, and a new survey of 5,600 young drivers says a major reason is that they are extremely distractible. Nine out of 10 teens admitted they’d seen a friend talking or dialing a cell phone while they were driving. Half said they’d seen peers typing text messages or fooling around with hand-held games, or MP3 players. On top of that, kids often jump into cars when they are very tired from lack of sleep, or flooded with strong emotions over school problems, fights with friends, and conflict with parents, insurance researcher Laurette Stiles tells the Associated Press. “They’re trying to manage all of that while trying to navigate the vehicle at the same time,” says Stiles. “And they’re pretty inexperienced at that.” (The Week magazine, February 16, 2007)

Hang up and drive! (Bumper sticker)

More than 90 percent of drivers say they speed, eat, use cell phones or even read while at the wheel, according to a poll by Volvo Cars of North America, AAA and Partners for Highway Safety. Among the findings: 73 percent of drivers speed; 59 percent ate while driving; and 37 percent used a cell phone. (Rocky Mountain News, May 28, 2003)

DISTRACTED DRIVING: Hands-free cell phone conversations while driving are as safe -- or as risky -- as talking to a passenger. A complex mental workload can reduce a driver's ability to detect visual targets by as much as 30 percent. Distracted drivers also are less able to discriminate between visual targets and select a response. (Journal of Experimental Psychology: Applied, 2003)

My wife's uncle, a Kansas farmer, drove an old pickup that had seen better days. Once, as he and my brother-in-law were rattling along, a loud noise suddenly came from the rear of the truck. “What was that?” my brother-in-law asked. Uncle just looked straight ahead and replied, “Don't know. Couldn't have been too bad -- we're still going.” (Al Maneth, in Reader's Digest)

Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you take your eyes off your goal. (Henry Ford)

Nine out of 10 car crackups wouldn’t happen if drivers could step on the brakes one second sooner. So claims Mercedes-Benz President Karl Heinz Faber. (L. M. Boyd)  

Quaker Oats, the food company, branched out into selling toys and restaurants. Once they expanded into new areas, they lost their dominance in the food business. (Joe Griffith, in Speaker's Library of Business, p. 142) 

I try to see all sides of the question -- perhaps that's why my eyes get so tired. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots) 

About 58 percent of high school seniors admit to texting while driving, according to a new study of 15,000 teens. Texting and cell phone use behind the wheel is “a national epidemic,” said Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine, June 22, 2012)
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