Obedience

Only he who believes is obedient; only he who is obedient, believes. (Dietrich Bonhoeffer)

Arguments worth having: Parents who browbeat their kids into being obedient and agreeable may not be giving them the best preparation for the real world. A new study shows that encouraging teens to argue calmly and effectively against parental orders makes them much more likely to resist peer pressure. University of Virginia researchers observed more than 150 13-year-olds as they disputed issues like grades, chores, and friends with their mothers. When researchers checked back in with the teens two and three years later, they found that those who had argued the longest and most convincingly – without yelling, whining, or throwing insults – were also 40 percent less likely to have accepted offers of drugs and alcohol than the teens who had caved quickly. “We found that what a teen learned in handling these kinds of disagreements with their parents was exactly what they took into their peer world,” study author Joseph P. Tells NPR.org. The key to having a constructive debate with your kids, experts say, is listening to them attentively and rewarding them when they make a good point – even if you don’t end up reaching a mutual agreement. “Think of those arguments not as a nuisance,” Allen says, “but as a critical training ground” for wise, independent decision-making. (The Week magazine, January 20, 2012)
My children often disagreed with me, thank God! I’d no objection at all to their being disobedient. Parents should remember that besides being parents, they are also the bone on which the puppy can shape its teeth. (Peter Ustinov)

My wife and I enrolled Molly, our lovable but dumb cocker spaniel, in a ten-week obedience class. At the end of the term Molly had made little progress. We re-enrolled her, but at the end of the second course Molly was still noticeably behind her canine classmates. The instructor, perhaps determined to succeed with our dog, offered to let her repeat the course for the third time at no charge. That evening I heard my wife on the phone with her mother. “Guess what?” Marcie said. “Molly was the only dog in her class to get a scholarship!” (Al Lucci, in Reader's Digest)

DOCTOR’S ORDERS: A nervous man went in to see his doctor one day. His doctor, somewhat perturbed, exclaimed, “I see you’re over a month late for your appointment. Don’t you know that nervous disorders require prompt and regular attention? What’s your excuse?” The man replied, “I was just following your orders, Doc.” The doctor, now nearly shouting, said, “Following my orders? What are you talking about? I gave you no such order.” “Yes, you did!” the man replied, “You told me to avoid people that yell and situations that make me nervous.” (The PassTime Paper)

Bad week for: Just following orders, after a Washington state woman drove her SUV down a boat ramp and into a lake because her GPS told her to. The woman and two passengers were able to swim to shore. (The Week magazine, July 1-8, 2011)
Every great person has first learned how to obey, whom to obey, and when to obey. (Bits & Pieces)

A young man just out of the army was interviewed for a job. “What did you do in the service?” the interviewer asked him. The young man replied, “As told.” (Phil Barnhart, in Seasonings for Sermons, p. 122)
Jesus taught that we can incorporate life-giving rays into our mind, body, and affairs through faith. Where physicists merely describe the mechanical presence of life as energy, Jesus taught man how by the exercise of his mind he can make that life obey him. Instead of a universe of blind mechanical forces Jesus showed the universe to be persuaded and directed by intelligence. (Charles Fillmore, in Prosperity, introduction)

A highly publicized murder trial was about to begin. During the jury selection, each side hotly contested and dismissed potential jurors. One prospective juror, Dan, was called into a room for questioning. “Property holder?” he was asked. Dan replied, “Yes, I am, Your Honor.” “Married or single?” “Married for 20 years, Your Honor.” “Formed or expressed an opinion?” “Not in 20 years, Your Honor.” (The American Legion magazine)

Good week for: Knowing your place, after Roy and Dorothy Fleming of Brookfield, Wisconsin, celebrated their 80th wedding anniversary. “He knows who’s boss. That’s how we got along,” said Dorothy, 95. “Whatever she says is right,” agreed Roy, 100. (The Week magazine, February 17, 2012)

I’d been secretly dating for several months, and it was time to break the news to my very protective father. My mother thought he’d take it better if she explained to him that my boyfriend was a Marine who had just returned from Iraq. This pleased Dad immensely. “A Marine? Good!” he said. “That means he can take orders.” (Melissa Esmilla, in Reader’s Digest)

I asked my son if he understood the meaning of the word obey. He said, “Yeah, it’s a place to go shopping on the Internet.” (Jay Trachman, in One to One)

A father of five came home with a toy, summoned his children and asked which one of them should be given the present. “Who is the most obedient, never talks back to Mother and does everything he or she is told?” he inquired. There was silence, and then a chorus of voices: “You play with it, Daddy!” (Helen Daley, in Globe)

Under Muslim law, a man cannot take orders from a woman. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 185)

Bad week for: Just following orders, after an 80-year-old German motorist drove through a motorway barrier, a construction site, and into a pile of sand because his Mercedes’ onboard navigation system told him to. (The Week magazine, October 20, 2006)

Too bad some marriage ceremonies now omit the word “obey.” It was the only thing that lent a little humor to the occasion. (Quoted by Earl Wilson, in Reader’s Digest)

General Nicolas Bravo (1784-1854) while fighting for Mexico's independence in 1813, captured 300 Spanish soldiers who had just executed his father, but instead of executing them he set all 300 free -- pointing out that they had only been obeying orders from their military commanders. (Ripley's Believe It or Not!)

Justice is the insurance we have on our lives, and obedience is the premium we pay for it. (William Penn)

Franklin Roosevelt wondered frequently during the 1932 electoral campaign at what he saw as the surprising docility of the American people in the face of the Depression. “Repeatedly he spoke of this,” his aide Rexford Tugwell recalled, “saying that it was enormously puzzling to him that the ordeal of the past three years had been endured so peaceably.” That old passivity has intrigued historians, who have noted that it forced Roosevelt to simultaneously invent the tools to combat the Depression and establish their very legitimacy in the eyes of the people. (David M. Kennedy, in Time magazine)

If you obey all the rules, you miss all the fun. (Katharine Hepburn)

Wife: “I’m going to try something new with the dog and kids this summer.” Husband: “What’s that?” Wife: “I’m sending the dog to camp and the kids to obedience school.” (Nancy Taylor, in Reminisce magazine)

Our three-year-old daughter, Bethany, was with my mother in her garden one summer day. After Bethany picked several unripened strawberries, Mom told her not to pick any more. Confident that Bethany understood and would obey, Mom went back to gardening. Later she checked her strawberry plants and noticed that all the remaining pink berries on the plants had been bitten nearly in half. (Joanie Whetstone)

It ain’t what people call you. It’s what you answer to. (Quoted by Tyler Perry, in Madea’s Family Reunion)
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