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On The Job Pastimes

John Bartlett found many of his memorable entries for his Quotations by working in a bookstore which he later bought. (Ripley's Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 32)

CBS plans to offer free, live Internet video of this month’s NCAA basketball tournament for the first time. Games during work hours will cost employers an estimated $3.8 billion in lost productivity, according to workplace consultant Challenger, Gray & Christmas. (Baltimore Sun, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 24, 2006)

Lew Wallace, born in Brookville, Indiana, in 1827, was New Mexico’s territorial governor from 1878 to 1881. Despite attempts by special interests to wrest political control, he found time to complete his masterpiece Ben Hur: The Tale of Christ in 1880. His book was adapted for the screen in 1907, 1925 and 1959. He died in Crawfordsville, Indiana, in 1905. (American Profile magazine)

In 1913, cartoonist George McManus. born in St. Louis, Missouri, launched Bringing Up Father starring Jiggs and Maggie, one of the most popular cartoon strips of all time, while working for the New York Journal in New York City. (American Profile magazine)

That’s Who Discovered It:

1. Causes of a rainbow – German monk

2. First asteroid – Sicilian monk

3. Uranus – German church organist

4. Cumberland Gap – English physician

5. Galapagos Islands – Bishop of Panama (His ship had drifted off course in 1535). (World Features Syndicate)

Unless you’ve been living under a rock, you’ve heard of the seventh, and final, installment in the Harry Potter series, “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows.” It’s now become the fastest-selling book in history, with 11 million copies being purchased in the first 24 hours alone. The series has been so successful that the author, J.K. Rowling, is the first person to become a billionaire by writing books. According to Forbes, she is the second richest female entertainer in the world (after Oprah Winfrey, of course), and the magazine also ranked her as the 48th most powerful celebrity for 2007. With all her fame and money, it’s interesting to note that Rowling was once fired for writing on the job. (Samantha Weaver, in Tidbits)
Workers on average waste more than two hours a day, according to an online survey conducted by AOL and Salary.com. Favorite on-the-job pastimes include: surfing the Web, chatting with co-workers, conducting personal business, and just spacing out. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 22, 2005)
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