One Contains

Naturalist W. S. Bristowe took a spider census on a grassy plot in England which showed that 2,265,000 of them were living on and under a single acre of land. (Leicester Hemingway, in The Living World of Nature, p. 135)

An acre of typical farm soil (to a depth of six inches) has a ton of fungi, several tons of bacteria, 200 pounds of protozoa (one-celled animals), 100 pounds of algae, and 100 pounds of yeasts. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 327)
How often we say “light as air,” but there is nothing lightweight about our atmosphere, which weighs 5000 trillion tons. Without thinking, we often speak of “an empty sky,” but the sky is never empty. In a mere ounce of air, there are a thousand billion trillion gyrating atoms of such stuff as oxygen, nitrogen and hydrogen, and a menagerie of electrons, quarks and ghostly neutrinos. (Diane Ackerman, in Parade magazine)
Thousands of feet above the earth, the air is crowded with living creatures, swirling along on the high winds. Discovery of this rich aerial plankton had to wait until man himself had found the means to make physical invasion of these regions. With special nets and traps, scientists have now collected from the upper atmosphere many of the forms that inhabit oceanic islands. Spiders, whose almost invariable presence on these islands is a fascinating problem, have been captured nearly three miles above the earth’s surface. Airmen have passed through spiders’ “parachutes” at heights of two to three miles. Seeds have been collected at altitudes up to 5000 feet. No less than the water, the winds and air currents play their part in bringing inhabitants to remote islands. (Rachel L. Carson, in The Sea Around Us)

Antarctica holds 90% of the world’s ice and nearly 70% of the world’s fresh water. (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)
One gram of carbohydrates will yield four calories of energy. (E. C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts, p. 42)

Each of your feet, if typical, has 7,200 separate nerves. (L. M. Boyd)
If “trillion” means anything to you, you know how many atoms are in a grain of salt. (L. M. Boyd)

The human body is built around a frame containing 206 bones. Half of them are tiny and provide support to hands and feet. The whole works is linked together with 60,000 miles of blood vessels, some no larger than a human hair; blood cells have to form up in single file and squeeze through one at a time. Indeed, we should all “Praise God, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made.” (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 4)
The human body consists of about 60 trillion cells, and each cell has about 10,000 times as many molecules as the Milky Way has stars. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 322)

Every minute worldwide:  1. 240 people are born.  2. One woman dies in childbirth.  3. Four people become refugees.  4. 2,712 square feet of rain forest is devastated.  5. $1.9 million is spent by armed services. (Earth Facts)

You can figure about 30,000 peanut butter sandwiches to an acre of peanuts. (L. M. Boyd)
A piece of land in the Amazon the size of a suburban lawn supports 300 species of trees. (Biodiversity Online)

Every cubic mile of seawater holds over 150 million tons of minerals. There are 350 million cubic miles of seawater on the planet. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 380)
A cubic mile of seawater contains, on average, more than $117 million worth of gold and $11 million worth of silver. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 77)
Luck just ran out for a 10-year-old merino sheep, nicknamed Shrek, who is thought to have avoided his annual haircut by hiding in caves. He was also able to escape a woman who sneaked up on him and his 59 ½ pounds of fleece on New Zealand’s South Island, but not the man who followed her. Shearers estimate that Shrek’s coat is so large it could provide enough merino wool to make more than 20 large suits. (BBC, as it appeared in Rocky Mountain News, April 20, 2004)
The thread in one silkworm’s cocoon may unwind to the length of 10 football fields. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 170)

An acre of typical farm soil (to a depth of six inches) has a ton of fungi, several tons of bacteria, 200 pounds of protozoa (one-celled animals), 100 pounds of algae, and 100 pounds of yeasts. Soil is thus the highest concentration of life power on earth. (Rutherford Platt, in The Living World of Nature, p. 126)
A pound of granulated sugar contains about 2.26 million grains. (L. M. Boyd)

You can get about 15 teaspoonfuls of sugar out of a full-grown sugarbeet. (L. M. Boyd)

Each square inch of the sun’s surface shines with the intensity of 300,000 candles. This incredible energy production goes on day and night, summer and winter. (Donald B. DeYoung, in Astronomy and the Bible, p. 55)

Did I mention you can get 7.5 million toothpicks out of a cord of wood?

(Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 9)

Remember, you get exactly 1,600 quarts of steam from a quart of water. (L. M. Boyd)
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