One Makes A Difference

Better is the one of little means who is walking in his integrity

than anyone crooked in his ways, although he is rich.

(Proverbs 28:6)
A possible cure for AIDS?: Using the rare natural immunity some people have to HIV as a model, scientists have devised a promising new approach toward a cure for AIDS. Their starting point was the celebrated case of an American AIDS patient in Berlin whose HIV infection disappeared after he received a blood transfusion. The donor’s T-cells, researchers discovered, lacked the protein receptors that HIV needs to latch onto to kill the cells, making them uniquely immune to the virus. Now scientists at Sangamo BioSciences in California have developed a treatment that replicates that positive genetic trait – which occurs in less than 1 percent of the population – by slicing out the responsible gene from strands of DNA. When they tested the treatment on blood drawn from six men with HIV, it deleted the receptors from many of the cells. And when those HIV-immune cells were injected back into the patients, they seemed to thrive. “This is elegant work, scientifically very sound,” Anthony Fauci, a prominent AIDS researcher at the National Institutes of Health tells The Philadelphia Inquirer. While experts warn that much more testing is needed, researcher John Rossi says the results are “a huge step” toward one day wiping out AIDS. “The idea is if you take away cells the virus can infect, you can cure the illness. (The Week magazine, March 18, 2010)

When Alexander the Great was a young man he asked his teacher Aristotle a question. “How much is one?” Alexander was surprised when his teacher said he would have to think about the question overnight. The next morning Aristotle gave his answer: “One is enough.” (Bits & Pieces)

It only takes a few atoms of a different element to change the color and look of a gemstone. One atom of the element boron per million carbon atoms turned a clear diamond into the rare blue Hope Diamond. The mineral corundum with a few traces of the element chromium becomes a red ruby. Corundum with a few traces of iron and titanium becomes a blue sapphire. (Betty Debnam, in Denver Rocky Mountain News)

That which is brief, if it be good, is good twice over. (Spanish proverb)

A fisherman accidentally left his day’s catch under the seat of a bus. The next evening’s newspaper carried an ad: “If the person who left a bucket of fish in the No. 47 bus would care to come to the garage, he can have the bus.” (Sri Lanka Sunday Island)

If you think that one individual can’t make a difference in the world, consider what one cigar can do in a nine-room house. (Bill Vaughan, NANA)

One golden day redeems a weary year. (Celia Thaxter, poet)

Disability is a matter of perception. If you can do just one thing well, you’re needed somewhere by someone. (Mobil Oil Corporation ad)

Only one player ever won Final Jeopardy with just one dollar. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 14)

With just one shock, an electric eel produces enough energy to light up every room in an average three-bedroom house. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 142)

The Chinese spent years copying the American Boeing 707 jet but forgot just one thing: the center of gravity. Now their expensive copy, the Y-10, can’t fly. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 153)

What started that feud between the Hatfields and McCoys in the 1880s was when each claimed a razorback hog that was spotted loose in the woods. (L. M. Boyd)

All the kindness which a person puts out into the world works on the heart and thoughts of humankind. (Albert Schweitzer)

An estimated 75 percent of Americans have not made “living wills” establishing whether they want to be kept alive by artificial means should they become incapacitated. In recent weeks, since the Terri Schiavo case again began making headlines, the organization Aging With Dignity has received 2,000 requests for living wills every day. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine, April 1, 2005)

At the 1992 U. S. Olympics trials, decathlon star Dan O’Brien began by setting such a record pace in the contest’s events that a place on the team seemed certain. That’s when he relaxed and stumbled in the pole vault -- failing to clear a height that he had reached hundreds of times before. Unable, as he admitted later, to “get his head together,” he tried and failed twice more. Despite O’Brien’s physical abilities, a mental lapse had dashed his Olympic dreams. (Reader’s Digest)

A morning glory at my window satisfies me more than the metaphysics of books. (Walt Whitman)

People who tell you never to let little things bother you have never tried sleeping in a room with a mosquito. (Katherine Chandler)
In September, 1978, a sailor accidentally dropped a 75 cent paint scraper into the torpedo launcher of the nuclear sub, U.S.S. Swordfish. The sub was forced to scrap its mission so repairs could be performed in drydock. Cost to U.S. taxpayers: $171,000. (Uncle John’s All Purpose Bathroom Reader, p. 247)

Earl McNeely’s ground ball bounded off a pebble and over the head of New York Giants third baseman Freddie Lindstrom to win the 1924 World Series for the Washington Senators. (The New Yorker magazine)

One person can sometimes make a big difference; that's what's so frightening about being one person. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

You may be only one person in the world, but you may also be the world to one person. (Prairie Times)

The pure love of one person can offset the hatred of thousands. (Mahatma Gandhi)
DeWayne “Tiny” Lund, born in Harlan, Iowa, won the Daytona 500 race in 1963 with an average speed of 151 mph on a single set of tires. (American Profile magazine)
“Tell me the weight of a snowflake,” a coal-mouse asked a wild dove. “Nothing more than nothing,” was the answer. “In that case I must tell you a marvelous story,” the coal-mouse said. “I sat on the branch of a fir, close to its trunk, when it began to snow, not heavily, not in a raging blizzard, no, just like in a dream, without any violence. Since I didn't have anything better to do, I counted the snowflakes settling on the twigs and needles of my branch. The number was exactly 3,741,952. When the next snowflake dropped onto the branch -- nothing more than nothing, as you say -- the branch broke off.” Having said that, the coal-mouse fled away. The dove, since Noah's time an authority on the matter, thought about the story for a while and mused: “Perhaps there is only one person lacking for peace to come about in the world.” (Unity of Jonesboro, GA newsletter)

Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin, 27, became the first human in space April 12, 1961, when he reached an altitude of 187 miles and orbited the earth in a 108-minute flight aboard Vostok 1. The ship’s return was controlled from the ground – to avoid any effects of weightlessness on Gagarin – and the cosmonaut ejected in a parachute, landing on solid ground. “The sky is very dark; the earth is bluish,” he reported. A month later the space race escalated when President Kennedy pledged to put a man on the Moon by the end of the decade. Gagarin died in a plane crash in 1968. (Alison McLean, in Smithsonian magazine)

SPAM PAYOFF: 1 IN 10,000: Number of buyers from spam messages that spammers say they typically need in order to break even. (The Wall Street Journal, as it appeared in the Rocky Mountain News, March 16, 2004)

Even a small star shines in the darkness. (Finnish proverb)

In the first volley of so-called “Ping-Pong diplomacy,” the U.S. table tennis team arrived in Beijing April 10, 1971. The visit, likely prompted by news coverage of a friendly exchange between a Chinese team member and an American player in Japan, was the first by an official American delegation to be allowed into China since the Communist takeover in 1949. The event marked a mutual thaw in Sino-American relations: as the two teams played a series of exhibition matches, the U.S. relaxed its trade embargo. President Nixon traveled to Beijing in 1972. (Alison McLean, in Smithsonian magazine)
One today is worth two tomorrows. (Benjamin Franklin)

Remember that it was one vote that gave Oliver Cromwell control of England in 1656. It was one vote that gave America the English instead of the German language in 1776. It was one vote that changed France from a Monarchy into a Republic in 1875.  It was one vote that gave the Presidency of the United States to Rutherford B. Hayes in 1876.  And it was one vote that gave Adolf Hitler the leadership of the Nazi Party in Germany in 1923.  Never underestimate the power of one vote or of one witness. (I. D. E. Thomas, in The Hidden Hand)
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