Politics

Politically speaking, the ideal accident would be a collision between the man seeking the office and the office seeking the man. (Electricity on the Farm)

A politician is a statesman who approaches every question with an open mouth. (Adlai Stevenson)
Politics is the art of making the inevitable appear to be the matter of wise human choice. (Quentin Crisp)

Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere, diagnosing it incorrectly, and applying the wrong remedies. (Groucho Marx)

Politics is the gentle art of getting votes from the poor and campaign funds from the rich, by promising to protect each from the other. (Oscar Ameringer, labor organizer)

Politics is the art of the possible, the attainable – the art of the next best. (Otto von Bismarck)

Never believe anything in politics until it has been officially denied. (Otto von Bismarck)

We always want the best man to win an election. Unfortunately, he never runs. (Will Rogers)

Ideas are great arrows, but there has to be a bow. And politics is the bow of idealism. (Bill Moyers)

Thomas Nast, one of America’s great political cartoonists (for Harper’s Weekly) gave us the donkey as the Democratic Party symbol and the elephant for the Republicans. He also gave us the tiger to typify Tammany Hall, which he hated. Nast died in May 1902, in Guayaquil, Ecuador, where he was serving as U.S. Consul General. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 51)

Being president is like running a cemetery: You’ve got a lot of people under you and nobody’s listening. (William Jefferson Clinton)

How many politicians does it take to change a light bulb? Two – one to change it, and another to change it back again. (The American Legion magazine)

Political party loyalties tend to surface, even at Christmas. There's a Republican who has a nativity scene out in front of his house. In one part of it, Joseph is leading Mary into the manger, but she isn't on a donkey. It's an elephant. (Bits & Pieces)


Being in politics is like being a football coach. You have to be smart enough to understand the game and dumb enough to think it’s important. (Eugene McCarthy)
Everybody knows politics is a contact sport. (Barack Obama)

There is something about a national convention that makes it as fascinating as a revival or a hanging. It is vulgar, it is ugly, it is stupid, it is tedious, it is hard upon both the higher cerebral centers and the gluteus maximus, and yet it is somehow charming. (H. L. Mencken)

It is awful hard to get people interested in corruption unless they can get some of it. (Will Rogers)

Democracy is the only system that persists in asking the powers that be whether they are the powers that ought to be. (Sydney J. Harris, journalist)

The only difference between the Democrats and the Republicans is that the Democrats allow the poor to be corrupt, too. (Oscar Levant, entertainer)

Politicians do not have an easy life. Somebody is always interrupting it with an election. (Will Rogers)

Political donations from wealthy individuals working in the financial-services sector jumped 700 percent over the past two decades. In 2010, those donors contributed $178.2 million, up from $15.4 million in 1990. (WSJ.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 10, 2012)

A politician is a man who will double-cross that bridge when he comes to it. (Oscar Levant, writer)

The main trouble with holding elections is that you don’t know in advance how they’re going to turn out. (Lord MacLehose, former Hong Kong governor)

Do you ever get the feeling that the only reason we have elections is to find out if the polls were right? (Robert Orben, humorist)

And that is how that kind of faith interacts with politics. If we cannot know for sure at all times how to govern our own lives, what right or business do we have telling others how to live theirs? From a humble faith comes toleration of other faiths. And from that toleration comes the oxygen that liberal democracy desperately needs to survive. That applies to all faiths, from Islam to Christianity. In global politics, it translates into a willingness to recognize empirical reality, even when it disturbs our ideology and interests. From moderate religion comes pragmatic politics. From a deep understanding of human fallibility comes the political tradition we used to call conservatism. (Andrew Sullivan, in The Conservative Soul)

An election is coming, Universal peace is declared, and the foxes have a sincere interest in prolonging the lives of the poultry. (George Eliot)

What makes someone a liberal or a conservative? Parental influence plays a role, as does life experience. But a new study says our political views may be largely the result of an inborn, visceral predisposition. In a survey of more than 8,000 sets of identical and maternal twins, scientists charted their views on each “gut” political issues as school prayer, property taxes, the draft, and labor unions. Not surprisingly, most people had strong, emotional views. But the identical twins, who had the same genes, were significantly more likely to hold the same opinions of these issues than were the fraternal twins, whose genes were not identical. The researchers’ close analysis of the twins’ opinions suggested that some people are born with a predisposition to be conservative, others have a liberal bias at birth. “When people talk about the political debate becoming increasingly nasty, they often blame talk radio or the people doing the debating,” researcher Dr. John Alford of Rice University tells The New York Times. “But they’ve got it backward. These generically predisposed ideologies are polarized, and that’s what makes the debate so nasty.” The findings don’t offer much hope for resolving the country’s bitter political divide. Because men and women seek mates with similar ideologies, Alford says, the conservative and progressive gene pools are becoming more concentrated, not less. (The Week magazine, July 15, 2005)

Political genius consists of hearing the distant hoof-beat of the horse of history and then leaping to catch the passing horseman by the coattails. (Otto von Bismarck)

I know nothing grander, better exercise, better digestion, more positive proof of the past, the triumphant result of faith in human kind, than a well-contested American national election. (Walt Whitman, American poet)

Ohio claims they are due a president as they haven’t had one since Taft. Look at the United States, they have not had one since Lincoln. (Will Rogers)

You have to respect the writing of Simon Cameron. What else he wrote, I do not know, but he wrote this: “An honest politician is one who, when bought, stays bought.” It is enough. (L. M. Boyd)

Ordinary leaders believe governing is about meetings, conferences, phone calls, rules and decisions. Extraordinary leaders know it is about a higher calling to the people. “Ideas are the stuff of politics,” says former Presidential speechwriter Tony Dolan. “Ideas are the great moving forces of history.”(Ken Adelman, Tribune Media Services)
The politician is trained in the art of inexactitude. His words tend to be blunt or rounded because if they have a cutting edge they may later return to wound him. (Edward R. Morrow)

Just because you do not take an interest in politics doesn’t mean politics won’t take an interest in you. (Pericles)

It’s too bad the people who really know how to run the country are so busy cutting hair and driving taxis. (George Burns)

Political language is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable, and to give the appearance of solidity to pure wind. (George Orwell)

Washington, D.C., is to lying what Wisconsin is to cheese. (Dennis Miller)

In order to become the master, the politician poses as the servant. (Charles de Gaulle)

Take it from me – elections matter. (Al Gore)

Politicians who complain about the media are like sailors who complain about the sea. (Enoch Powell)

Mixing politics and religion is like mixing manure and ice cream. It doesn’t do much to the manure, but it surely does ruin the ice cream. (Will Rogers)

Politics is not a bad profession. If you succeed, there are many rewards; if you disgrace yourself, you can always write a book. (Ronald Reagan)

Politics is perhaps the only profession for which no preparation is thought necessary. (Robert Louis Stevenson)

Overnight is an eternity in politics. (James Baker, former Secretary of State)

No one party can fool all of the people all of the time. That’s why we have two parties. (Bob Hope)

Ninety percent of politicians give the other 10 percent a bad name. (Henry Kissinger)

A politician is just like a pickpocket; it’s almost impossible to get him to reform. (Will Rogers)

To lodge all power in one party and keep it there is to insure bad government. (Mark Twain)

The person who uses political power to force others to conform to his ideas seems inevitably to become corrupted by the power he holds. In due course he comes to believe that power and wisdom are the same thing and, since he has power, he must also have wisdom. At this point he begins to lose his ability to distinguish between what is morally right and what is politically expedient. (Adm. Ben Moreell)

All the president is is a glorified public relations man who spends his time flattering, kissing, and kicking people to get them to do what they are supposed to do anyway. (Harry Truman)

Politicians fail to keep many of their promises. It’s one of the main reasons this country has survived for more than 200 years. (William D. Tammeus, in Kansas City Star)

Vote for the man who promises least; he’ll be the least disappointing. (Bernard Baruch, businessman)

Some Iraqi politicians are telling voters if they don’t vote for them, they’ll go to hell. Imagine trying to use your religion to get votes. Thank God politicians in this country don’t try that type of thing. (Jay Leno)

Politics is just show business for ugly people. (Jay Leno)

In politics, sincerity is everything. Once you can fake that, you’ve got it made. (Groucho Marx)

Those who are too smart to engage in politics are punished by being governed by those who are dumber. (Plato)

How sports affects politics: Politicians have good reason to root for their local sports teams. A Stanford University study has found that when the local team wins, it boosts the mood of voters so much that incumbents benefit on Election Day. The study looked at federal and state elections between 1964 and 2008, along with the records of 62 college football teams. Researchers found that game victories in the two weeks before elections increased the incumbents’ share of voters in the counties where the schools were located by about 1.5 percent – enough to make a difference in close races. Victories put voters in a better mood generally, researcher Neil Malhotra tells the Associated Press, and that translates into more support for sitting politicians. “Events that government had nothing to do with but that affect voters’ sense of well-being can affect the decisions they make on Election Day,” Malhotra says. (The Week magazine, July 23, 2010)

To succeed in politics, it is often necessary to rise above your principles. (L. M. Boyd)

It takes a great country to stand a thing like an election hitting it every four years. (Will Rogers)

At the Thanksgiving dinner, one says to the other: “And let us give thanks that the election is over and hope that politics goes back to just being a nuisance.” (Wiley, in Non Sequitur comic strip)

I guess truth can hurt you worse in an election than about anything that can happen to you. (Will Rogers)
Politicians are people who, when they see light at the end of the tunnel, go out and buy some more tunnel. (Sir John Quinton, banker)
Wax sculptors at Tussaud’s museum in London made a statue of Michael Dukakis. As soon as the returns settled the election, they melted it down. That’s politics. (L. M. Boyd)

Only in America . . . do we use the word “politics” to describe the process so well: “Poli” in Latin meaning “many” and “tics” meaning “blood-sucking creatures.” (From Eculaugh, as it appeared in the Boulder Interfaith Council newsletter, February, 1999)
In politics, two wrongs make a precedent. (Victor Lasky, author)
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