Possessions

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures buried in the ground, 

a place where rust and moth destroy 

and where thieves break through and steal. 

But lay up for yourselves a treasure in heaven,

where neither rust nor moth destroys

and where thieves do not break through and steal. 
(St. Matthew 6:19-20)

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

and all these things shall be added to you.

(St. Matthew 6:33)

Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you will get neither. (C. S. Lewis)

He who makes a paradise of his bread makes a hell of his hunger. (Antonio Porchia)

It’s good to have money and the things money can buy, but it’s good to check once in a while and make sure you haven’t lost the things that money can’t buy. (George Horace Lorimer, in The Best of BITS & PIECES, p. 128)

Civilization is a limitless multiplication of unnecessary necessities. (Mark Twain)

Many consumer goods thought of as luxuries 10 years ago are now considered necessities, a Pew Research Center study found. Among them: cell phones, home computers, and microwave ovens. “The more of these goods you have and the more available they are,” says Pew’s Paul Taylor, “the more you feel you need.” (USA Today, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 29, 2006 – January 12, 2007)

Money and possessions are like diet soda – they satisfy momentarily, but they do not nourish. (Kevin Anderson, in Divinity in Disguise)

Place me in a very rich house that abounds with gold and silver; I shall not, on account of these things, admire myself; for though they are with me, they are not within me. Such external treasures do not touch the nature of man; and though they dazzle the eye by their great splendor, they improve him neither in health nor in the form of his body, and least of all in the qualities of his mind. (Seneca)

The greatest possession is self-possession. (Ethel Watts Mumford, author)

Those things people work for, our possessions – both material goods and the immaterial past – weigh life down. That mark of success, a large house, doesn’t bring pleasure. The bigger the house, the more pipes there are to burst, the more plaster to crack, the more wallpaper for children to peel off. My house has a big front yard, and friends say I am fortunate to have it for the children to play in. I am not sure. The grass not being so green as I wanted it, I spent $52.34 on fertilizer. Now I have the best crop of weeds in the neighborhood and have to buy weed killer. Once the weeds are dead, I will harrow up the yard, rake, scatter grass seed, and cover everything with straw. Then watering begins. During the whole process, the children won’t be allowed to play on the lawn. (Samuel F. Pickering, Jr., in The Right Distance)
Jesus wasn’t saying that we should not have money. What He was testing for was to determine if the man had possessions or if he was possessed by them. (Eric Butterworth, in Spiritual Economics , p. 147)

The most luxurious possession, the richest treasure anybody has, is his personal dignity. (Jackie Robinson)

There must be more to life than having everything. (Maurice Sendak)

Popes have had varying amounts of personal wealth, but probably no pope has had as little as Pope John XXIII. Before he assumed the papal throne, Cardinal Roncalli managed to accumulate enough money for his family to buy back the house in which he and his brothers had been born so that the Roncalli clan could once again live under the same roof. Dr. Piero Mazzoni, the Roman physician who attended Pope John in his dying days, discovered that a fountain pen was one of John’s very few personal possessions of value. “Take this pen,” whispered the pontiff to his doctor on his deathbed. “It’s all I have with which to repay you for your care and devotion. It’s almost new, for I’ve hardly ever used it.” The only other possession John left behind was his pectoral cross, which he gave to Franz Cardinal Koenig, then the archbishop of Vienna, who wore it at special events. (Nino Lo Bello, in The Incredible Book of Vatican Facts and Papal Curiosities, p. 42)

Riches do not consist in the possession of treasures, but in the use made of them. (Napoleon Bonaparte)
The U.S. now has 2.3 billion square feet of self-storage space, constituting more than 7 square feet for every citizen. (The New York Times Magazine, as it appeared in The Week magazine, September 18, 2009)

The most important things in life aren’t things. (Quoted in bulletin of Fairfield, Illinois, First Christian Church)

I’ve always been after the trappings of great luxury you see, I really, really have. But all I’ve got hold of are the trappings of great poverty. I’ve got hold of the wrong load of trappings, and a rotten load of trappings they are too, ones I could have very well done without. (Peter Cook)

We work to become, not to acquire. (Elbert Hubbard, author)
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