Poverty

He who is generous to the poor lends to the Lord;

He will repay him in full measure.

(Proverbs 19:17)

Ability is a poor man’s wealth. (John Wooden, basketball coach)
Personally, I’ve never read the Hippocratic Oath that doctors take – but I think it’s against poverty. (The American Legion magazine)

The share of Americans who consider themselves lower class has grown from a quarter of the population four years ago to just under a third today, according to polling by the Pew Research Center. (Los Angeles Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, September, 21, 2012)
It's hard to tell what brings happiness. Poverty and wealth have both failed. (Bits & Pieces)

Chewing gum was another thing that sold well during the Great Depression. A 1930s report claimed the average American family bought two packs of gum a week. Maybe that is how you can make your fortune. Find something to sell that is so cheap it is the only thing poor people can afford. (L. M. Boyd)

Because poor people could not afford real silk, they tried to make other cloth look silky. Women would beat on cotton with sticks to soften the fibers. Then they rubbed it against a big stone to make it shiny. The shiny cotton was called “chintz.” Because chintz was a cheaper copy of silk, calling something “chintzy” means it is cheap and not of good quality. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 142)

The biggest thing college prepares young people for is the knowledge of what it’s like to be broke. (Jim Fiebig, United Feature Syndicate)

That is one of the bitter curses of poverty; it leaves no right to be generous. (George Gissing, English author and critic)

Contrary to economists’ expectations, the global recession has not increased extreme poverty. The proportion of people living on less than $1.25 a day fell in every developing region between 2005 and 2008, according to the World Bank, and data from 2010 show the declining trend continuing. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 23, 2012)

In an exclusive private school near California’s Silicon Valley, a third-grade teacher was lecturing her upper-middle-class students about the less fortunate. She asked them to write an essay on a poor family in the area. One little girl’s paper began: “Once upon a time there was a poor family. The father was poor. The mother was poor. The children were poor. The nannies were poor. The pool man was poor. The personal trainer was poor.” (Rocky Russo, in Reader’s Digest)

Then there’s the father who laments the fact that three of his children are in graduate school. He says he’s getting poorer by degrees. (Bob Levey, in Washington Post)

Who really controls Washington: The conventional wisdom is that Washington is controlled by corporations and the rich, said Robert Samuelson. But federal spending proves that this wisdom is wrong. Over the past three decades, annual spending on the top 10 federal programs for the poor and the near-poor – such as Medicaid, food stamps, and Pell Grants – soared from $126 billion (in inflation- adjusted, 2011 dollars) to $626 billion. Today, the average poor person receives $13,000 in federal aid – up from $4,300 in 1980. Programs that transfer wealth to the middle classes are even more massive, with Social Security consuming $725 billion last year and Medicare $560 billion. All told, Uncle Sam spends nearly $2.1 trillion on social programs – 60 percent of all federal spending. That’s not ignoring “the will of the people” to favor the rich. In fact, “the real Washington is in the business of pleasing as many people as possible,” which is why our budget deficit has ballooned out of control and our tax code is such a mess. Fixing what’s wrong would require simple common sense and some shared sacrifice. Sadly, our system rewards both parties for taking “the path of least resistance.” (The Week magazine, May 11, 2012)

The Vatican’s reprimand of American nuns: “Nuns rock,” said Nicholas Kristof. The female clergy of the Catholic Church are “among the bravest, toughest, and most admirable people in the world,” truly embodying the teachings of Christ in their selfless work with the young, the poor, and the sick. Yet the Vatican recently delivered a stinging rebuke to American nuns, chastising them for focusing on poverty and social justice, rather than joining the male hierarchy’s obsession with abortion and gay marriage. “What Bible did that come from?” Jesus commanded his followers to feed the poor and embrace the outcast; he said not a word about homosexuality or abortion. Who is more Christ-like: the pampered pope in his white silk cassock and red Prada slippers, or the nun working the line in the ghetto soup kitchen? Nuns are tough, too. In my world travels, I’ve seen heroic nuns face down warlords, pimps, and bandits. One nun, Sister Rachele Fassera, even shamed 200 armed soldiers of African warlord Joseph Kony’s army into releasing a group of kidnapped girls. “So Pope Benedict, all I can say is: You are crazy to mess with nuns.” (The Week magazine, May 11, 2012)

A folk singer is a person who gets rich singing about how wonderful it is to be poor. (George Viola, quoted in National Enquirer)
It is only the poor who are forbidden to beg. (Anatole France, French author and critic)

Then there's the father who laments the fact that three of his children are in graduate school. He says he's getting poorer by degrees. (Bob Levey, in Washington Post)

Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for, forgotten by everybody, I think that is a much greater hunger, a much greater poverty than the person who has nothing to eat. . . . We must find each other. (Mother Teresa)

A miser grows rich by seeming poor. An extravagant man grows poor by seeming rich. (Quoted in New York News World)
It is not he who has little but he who always wants more who is poor. (Seneca)

A schoolteacher was impressing her pupils about being honest in all things. “Suppose,” she asked the class, “you were walking along Main Street and found a briefcase that contained $500,000, a half million dollars in cash! What would you do?” Little Johnny in the back row raised both his hands and the teacher called on him. “Well,” said Johnny, “if it belonged to a poor family, I would return it!” (Railway Clerk Interchange)

Honest poverty is a gem that even a king might be proud to call his own – but I wish to sell out. (Mart Twain)

Poverty is no crime and no sin, but can sometimes be a serious inconvenience. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

There were huge Indian tribes – the Mandans, Arikaras, Hidatsas – that settled and farmed the Plains. But they clustered in great, stable settlements so that the pox brought in by the colonials mostly wiped them out. That’s what let the poor little wandering tribes of Sioux take over. (L. M. Boyd)

Any kid who has two parents who are interested in him and has a houseful of books isn’t poor. (Sam Levenson)

One must be poor to know the luxury of giving. (George Eliot)

Life insurance: A plan that keeps you poor all your life so you can die rich. (Nebraska Smoke-Eater)

While attending Washington State University in Pullman, I had an appointment to apply for a student loan. Not knowing what to wear, I turned to my roommate for help. “I want to look poor enough to get the loan,” I said. “No,” she replied, “you want to look rich enough to pay it back.” (Constance L. Barr, in Reader’s Digest)

The most terrible poverty is loneliness and the feeling of being unwanted. (Mother Teresa)

It takes a lot of money to support Mother Teresa’s vow of poverty. The Yugoslav born nun founded the charity in 1959 in an abandoned hostel donated by the city. The order, which was formally recognized by the Vatican in 1965, expanded and has 3,000 nuns working in 87 countries. The Missionaries of Charity care for the destitute and the dying on six continents. (Rocky Mountain News, 1989)

I've never been poor, only broke. Being poor is a frame of mind. (Mike Todd)

Some people think luxury is the opposite of poverty. It is not. It is the opposite of vulgarity. (Coco Chanel)

Poverty is not the absence of goods but rather the overabundance of desire. (Plato)

Impoverished people of Peru, Massachusetts, didn’t know how they could survive in the early 1800s. So, according to historical footnotes, town leaders held a public auction and sold off the poor people as servants. (L. M. Boyd)

The ambition of Pablo Picasso, he once said, was “to live like a poor man with lots of money.” (L. M. Boyd)

He is poor indeed that can promise nothing. (Thomas Fuller, M.D.)
Lovey Howell: “You know, I really wouldn’t mind being poor, if it weren’t for one thing.” Thurston Howell III: “What is that, my dear?” Lovey: “Poverty.”

I’m so broke:

· My girlfriend and I got married for the rice.

· If a trip around the world cost a nickel. I couldn’t leave the couch.

· I just went into McDonald’s and put a small order of fries on layaway.

· Someone saw me kicking a can down the street and asked what I was doing; I said, “Moving.” 
· I go to KFC and lick other people’s fingers.
· At Christmas, all my wife and I can exchange is glances.
· I can’t afford to pay attention. (Jay Leno)

We were so poor when I was a boy that if my mother threw our dog a bone with meat on it the dog would call for a fair catch. (Lee Trevino, golfer)

I was so poor as a child, even my paper dolls didn’t have clothes. They came from the wrong side of the page. (Gretchen Houser, in The Saturday Evening Post)

Poverty is the step-mother of genius. (Josh Billings)

Sister Carol Anne O’Marie is a nun in Oakland, California, who writes mystery novels about an elderly nun playing detective. According to Leigh Weiners of the San Jose Mercury, Sister O’Marie was once approached by a Hollywood company to turn her novels into a television series. She was told that it would help dramatically if the central character were younger, had a drinking problem, and perhaps had an illicit love affair before she donned the habit. When the author declined to contemplate such changes, the television producer tried the ultimate argument: “You’re turning down a chance, Sister, to make a lot of money.” “What would I do with it?” replied the nun, who had taken the vow of poverty. “I’m not going to live in a nicer convent.” (Peter Hay, in Canned Laughter)

Though Catholic priests take a vow of poverty, the Vatican presides over a closely held $6 billion empire, including the troubled Vatican bank, known as the Institute for Works of Religion, or IOR. (The Week magazine, August 3, 2012)

The war on poverty will be won only by education in the art of thinking prosperously. (Eric Butterworth, in Discover the Power Within You, p. 129)

It has been observed that the ways to get rich quickly are hugely outnumbered by the ways to get poor even more quickly. (L. M. Boyd)

My husband was a college student, and money was tight for our family of seven. Attending a friend’s wedding, our four-year-old daughter, Christy, was sitting next to me when the minister said, “Do you take this man for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health?” Our daughter turned to me and said in a loud whisper, “You picked poorer, didn’t you Mom?” (Linda L. Conner, in Reader’s Digest)

The ranks of the “working poor” are growing even as the recovering economy creates more jobs. Nearly a third of working families earn less than twice the poverty threshold – that comes to $45,622 for a family of four – and have to struggle to pay for basic needs. (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 1, 2013)
The worst poverty is not to live in a small house but to live in a small world. (Roy L. Smith)

It would be nice if the poor were to get even half of the money that is spent in studying them. (Bill Vaughan, Bell-McClure Syndicate)
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