Power of Many

Then Jesus called the twelve together

 and gave them power and authority

 over all demons and to cure diseases, 

and he sent them out 

to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.

(St. Luke 9:1-2)

Scientists may be a step closer to a cure for AIDS after a molecular mystery that has stumped experts for years was resolved by video-game players in less than 10 days. Biochemists have long sought to map the molecular structure of an enzyme from an AIDS-like virus so they could stop it from spreading. But it was not until the University of Washington turned the project into an online game that the riddle was solved. Some 57,000 video-gamers, many of them nonscientists, joined together to achieve the breakthrough. (The Week magazine, September 30, 2011)

How do ants keep warm underground? Teams of selected ants take turns going outside to sit in the sun, when there's sun, then go back inside so their bodies can radiate their collected heat to warm the queen, eggs, other indoor ants. When there is no sun, they stay inside, cluster up and hibernate. (L. M. Boyd)

Bees can show you something about teamwork. On a warm day about half the bees in a hive stay inside beating their wings while the other half go out to gather pollen and nectar. Because of the beating wings, the temperature inside the hive is about 10 degrees cooler than outside. The bees rotate duties and the bees that cool the hive one day are honey gathers the next. (Bits & Pieces)

Sixty thousand miles of vessels carry blood to every part of the adult body. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 324)

That itty-bitty caterpillar’s body contains more than 2,000 muscles. (Kathy Wolfe, in Tidbits)

Scientists have identified more than 200 compounds that contribute to the flavor of chocolate. (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)

Five brothers raised in Baraboo, Wisconsin, started a little family business, doing all the work themselves. They didn't know all they needed to know about running a business, at first. So it was a real circus. Really. They were the Ringling brothers. (L. M. Boyd)

Wasn't it General Sherman who burned Atlanta during the Civil War? His soldiers did plenty of damage, but the burning was the work of retreating Confederates, who blew up 81 freight cars of ammo. (L. M. Boyd)
Elephants grasp teamwork: Wild elephants work together to care for their young, help injured members of their herd, and even mourn their dead. Are they doing so out of pure reflex or because they understand the advantages of common action? To find out, Cambridge University scientists put 12 pachyderms from the Thai Elephant Conservation Center in pairs and gave each partner one end of a rope; the middle of the rope was attached by pulleys to food that was out of reach. All the elephants quickly learned that, to retrieve the snack, both ends had to be tugged at the same time. But beyond that, they demonstrated an understanding of their partners’ role. When scientists sent an elephant to the apparatus alone, she would wait up to 45 seconds for help to arrive – a long time by the standards of a hungry elephant. And if no partner came, or if only one end of the rope was available, the elephants often didn’t bother trying at all. Lead author Joshua Plotnik tells ScienceNews.com that the findings put elephants “on par with chimps” in social awareness. “I was surprised how quickly they learned,” he says. “Clearly elephants fit in the top echelon of animal intelligence.” (The Week magazine, March 25, 2011)

At Donnelly Mirrors, employees work as a team. If you don't do your work you have to answer to the team, not the company. Each team member is responsible to the other members of the team. (Joe Griffith, in Speaker's Library of Business , p. 350)
There are 10,221 contributors to the Encyclopedia Britannica. (E. C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts , p. 100)

Fire ants’ cohesive genius: Fire ants aren’t just stinging nuisances, researchers at the Georgia Institute of Technology have found. They are also marvels of engineering teamwork. When a colony is washed out by flood, thousands of the insects quickly assemble into a tightly woven pancake-shaped raft that can float for months without a single ant drowning. “Together they form this really complex material” that water can’t get through, lead researcher Nathan Mlot tells Nature.com. You could even mold the ant cluster “into a ball and toss it up in the air, and all the ants would stay together.” That unique quality comes partly from their super-strength – ants can grip one another with their legs and mandibles with a force 400 times greater than their body weight – but also because the insects are so well organized. By quickly interlocking their thousands of bodies, they create a rough surface that traps air for breathing, makes them more buoyant, and repels water much like the waterproof fabric Gore-Tex does. Bioengineers say the ants offer useful design lessons for everything from better crowd-control schemes to floating robot swarms that clean up oil spills. (The Week magazine, May 13, 2011)

Eighty-three flight hours, two stops and 7,388 miles after leaving Oakland, California, Australian pilot Charles Kingsford Smith and his team landed their Fokker F.VIIB plane Southern Cross in Brisbane, Australia, to complete the first trans-Pacific flight, June 9, 1928. “None could have succeeded without the others,” said Kingsford Smith, who died, at 38, in a 1935 plane crash. Alison McLean, in Smithsonian magazine)
When Henry Ford’s production lines peaked in 1925, a Model T rolled off the line every 24 seconds. (L. M. Boyd)

Unlike Darwin, who believed in “the survival of the fittest” as the biological basis of evolution, James Lovelock, a young British scientist, sees mutual benefit as the engine of biological progress. In the age of Gaia, it's cooperation, not competition, that makes the world go ‘round.
(Ross Evan West, in New Realities magazine)

 Recently, a minister noticed a flock of geese flying in their traditional “V” formation, heading for Canada. It reminded him of a study he had read about. Two engineers learned that each bird, by flapping its wings, creates an uplift for the bird that follows. Together, the whole flock gains something like 70 percent greater flying range than if they were journeying alone. (Joe Griffith, in Speaker's Library of Business , p. 351)
If you add up the moving parts in a concert grand piano, you'll get to 12,000 even before you count the keys and pedals. (L. M. Boyd)

Typically, there are 250 flowers in a Hawaiian lei. (L. M. Boyd)

How Hugh Hefner first funded Playboy: got $600 loan against his own furniture; got $1,000 from his mom; got $1,000 from a brother; got $5,400 from other sources (total investment of $8,000. (FSB Fortune Small Business magazine)
There is something called the Hundredth Monkey Concept which essentially states that when a group of individuals believing in or acting in a similar way reaches a certain number a kind of quantum leap occurs and it shifts race mind. I believe this is true. However, it takes one individual heart and mind filled with peace to initiate it; it takes other individuals hearts and minds filled with peace to support it and energize it; and it takes one individual heart and mind filled with peace to produce the quantum leap in race mind. (Sandra Radhoff, in Spectrum newspaper)

Lions, orcas, hyenas, some hawks and a few other species hunt collaboratively, and now researchers have added a fish to that list. Yellow saddle goatfish in the Red Sea often congregate. And when one fish starts accelerating toward a prey fish, its associates join the hunt. These “blockers” spread out over the reef to cut off the prey’s escape routes, giving the group of goatfish a better chance at making a successful catch. The behavior was observed by researchers from the University of Neuchatel in Switzerland. Other species of goatfish eat only invertebrates, while the yellow saddle variety chases mainly other fish. The researchers suggest that collaborative hunting may have evolved in this species to allow the goatfish to exploit a faster and more nimble source of food. (Smithsonian magazine)

The ladybug is the state insect of Colorado, named after a class of second-graders who convinced the state legislature to adopt it. (Betty Debnam, in Rocky Mountain News)

When the Lewis and Clark Expedition reached the Pacific Ocean in November of 1805, the commanders faced an important choice: whether to encamp near the mouth of the Columbia for the winter or head back upriver immediately. They reached their decision in a most unmilitary manner: They asked every member to vote. Included in the polling were York, Clark's black slave (though black men would not be enfranchised in America for another 65 years), and Sacagawea (though Indians and women would wait another hundred years to vote in the United States). The majority voted to stay on the coast. (Dayton Duncan, in The Old Farmer's Almanac-1994, p. 100)

$340 million: The biggest jackpot in U. S. lottery history claimed by two couples in Salem, Oregon. Lottery officials confirmed that Steve West, 48, a landscaper, his wife, Carolyn, 47, and his in-laws, Bob and Frances Chaney, held the winning ticket in October 19 Powerball drawing. The four, who live in southern Oregon, had gone in together on $40 worth of tickets. (Rocky Mountain News, 2005)

On August 28, 1963, some 250,000 Americans traveled to Washington, D.C., to make history. The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, the largest demonstration the nation’s capital had yet seen, catalyzed public support for laws supporting racial equality. (The Week magazine, August 30, 2013)

It wasn’t his first car and won’t be his last, but the Model T, which Henry Ford introduced in October 1908, secured his place in automobile history. The first car to be mass-produced with standardized parts, the four-cylinder, 20-horsepower vehicle sold initially for $850. The assembly line – new in 1913 – turned out a Model T every 71 seconds, and by production’s end in 1927 more than 15 million “Tin Lizzies” were sold, fulfilling Ford’s dream of “a motor car for the great multitude.” (Alison McLean, in Smithsonian magazine)
If you want to put about 400 muscles to work, take a walk. (L. M. Boyd)

Every time you smile, you use thirteen muscles. When you frown you use fifty muscles. Frankly, you get a better workout when you frown. I prefer it to jogging because you can do it sitting down. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 11)

It takes thirteen muscles in your leg and twenty in your foot to turn your foot outward. You use seventy-two muscles just to speak one word.  (Barbara Seuling, in You Can’t Sneeze with Your Eyes Open, p. 30)

Around 5,800 members of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences vote for the Oscars. It takes twelve people twenty hours to make one Oscar statuette. (Noel Botham, in The Best Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 69)
Remember Jill Jackson who wrote the words to that beautiful song sung in so many of our churches today, LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH AND LET IT BEGIN WITH ME? Now Jill has another idea that is almost sure to catch fire and spread in the same way her song keeps reaching more and more people. Millions of people today are singing the “Peace Song”, millions are believing that each one of us is “one” of four billion neighbors on earth. They are, she says, “singing and believing that we can make a difference.” So, Jill prayed for a way to help her life have a real meaning for bringing peace, in thought, word and deed and the following inspiration came to her. She wrote me: “I send out mail. I can write at an angle across each letter and post card, saying a prayer as I write it, LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH AND LET IT BEGIN WITH ME. I can tell others. Beginning with only one person if I tell three others who will do the same it can go to everyone on earth in only 21 days - 1 x 3 x 3 x 3 x 3 x 3 x 3 etc.” (Cornelia Addington, in Abundant Living magazine)

 In 1921, Moe Radavitz, Emanuel Rosenfeld, Maurice Strauss and Graham Jackson pooled their money to open an auto supply store in Philadelphia. They needed a short name for their business, because the storefront was only a few feet across. Inspired by a shipment from Pep Valve Grinding Compound, the men became collectively known as the Pep Boys. Radavitz soon left the business to his three partners, who gained fame under the names Manny, Moe & Jack. (John R. Groesbeck, in Tidbits)

The President's Cabinet is not mentioned in the Constitution. But George Washington found that he had to consult regularly with the Secretary of State and other heads of major departments, and the Cabinet developed from this practice of the first President. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 140)

An 18-foot-long snake seems to undulate across the desert of Australia’s Northern Territory. It’s actually a trail of more than 100 two-inch long caterpillars lined up head to tail, marching relentlessly over the sand. The aptly named processionary caterpillars are larvae of the bag-shelter moth, and live and feed in acacia trees, where they spin a large nest of silk and suspend it from one or two branches. When the food supply runs low, the caterpillars strike out in single file to find a new acacia. Traveling mostly at night, the insects spin continuous threads, literally creating a silk road that helps keep the line together. After locating a promising tree, the larvae build a new nest. (John L. Eliot, in National Geographic)

Observe the Redwoods of California. Their roots are the shallowest of all trees. If they stood alone, they would fall, but together their roots intertwine, and they grow to be the strongest and tallest of all.
(Robert Wood, in Along The Path, p. 109)
In ancient Babylon, doctors exhibited their most desperately ill patients in the public square, hoping that anyone passing by who knew of a remedy would speak up. (Barbara Seuling)

U.S. and Soviet scientists will cruise the Pacific together this month to measure the atmosphere for increased levels of human-caused pollutants contributing to global climate change. Researchers from several universities and labs - including the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder - will join the Soviets in Hilo, Hawaii, January 26. For six weeks, they will study atmospheric photochemistry and the mixing of air from the Northern and Southern hemispheres in a region known as the Intertropical Convergence Zone. They also will measure ocean sources of nitrous oxide, a major contributor to the greenhouse effect and the destruction of ozone in the stratosphere. (Rocky Mountain News, January 14, 1990)
Pat Robertson’s 700 Club program was originally supported by seven hundred Christians in Portsmouth, Virginia, who each pledged a contribution of ten dollars a month, hence the name. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 116)

Dad: “I went to six meetings and got the car serviced!” Mom: “I ran about a hundred errands and made a nice dinner! We have a great team!” Dad: “Yeah, but with a really shallow bench.” Zoe: “Do we have to set the whole table, or just the silverware?” (Kirkman & Scott, in Baby Blues comic strip)
Assembly-line methods made it possible for the U.S. shipyards of Henry J. Kaiser during World War II to produce a ship in just four days. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts)
A single snowflake may contain more than 200 snow crystals. (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)

The most subtle use of muscles is said to be involved in speaking: shaping the tongue, lips, oral cavity, throat, larynx, and lungs. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia , p. 11)

The people of France, inspired by a committee of private citizens known as the Franco-American Union, had dug into their pockets to raise the two million francs (then $400,000) that enabled sculptor Frederic Auguste Bartholdi to devote nine years to the Statue of Liberty 's creation. (Thomas Fleming, in Reader's Digest)
Fran Tarkenton was one of football's outstanding quarterbacks over his 17-year sports career. Then he founded his own management-consulting firm specializing in training and productivity programs. In a football huddle, Tarkenton sometimes let linemen suggest plays because, he says, “They were closer to the action than the head coach on the sidelines was.” His team experience on the gridiron, he adds, was more important to the success of his business career than was his formal business administration education. (Charles A. Garfield, in Reader's Digest)
The wider a radio telescope dish is, the finer the details it can resolve in stars, galaxies and quasars. But it is impossible to build a single, steerable dish that is more than several hundred feet wide. To overcome this obstacle, a technique called aperture synthesis takes the signals from several small telescopes and combines them by computer to produce a telescope effectively as wide as the distance between the dishes. (Reader's Digest)

Did you hear about the desperado who tried to hijack a bus full of Japanese tourists? Fortunately, police had 5000 photographs of the suspect. (Barry Cryer, in American Radio Theater)

Football's instant replay can seem pretty slow sometimes, but it's not as slow as early baseball’s witness interview. There was a time when umpires occasionally took testimony from players, managers and spectators before making a ruling. (L. M. Boyd)

The Washington Monument is the world’s tallest freestanding stone structure not created from a single block of stone. The monument is composed of more than 36,000 separate blocks. It stands a whopping 555 feet tall and weighs approximately 90,854 tons! The outside is composed almost entirely of white marble, while the inside is granite. (Armchair Reader: Vitally Useless Information, p. 53)
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