Power of One

Gray-headed albatrosses, famed for flocking to the South Georgia Islands near Antarctica to mate and raise chicks, routinely circle the globe between breeding seasons in a restless search for fish, British scientists discovered. For a study appearing this week in the journal Science, researchers for the British Antarctic Survey attached electronic locators to 22 birds. The researchers found that more than half of the birds flew completely around the world. One bird circled the globe three times in 18 months. (Associated Press, as it appeared in Rocky Mountain News, January 14, 2005)

Researchers and astronauts testified last week before a Senate subcommittee about the potential threat of large asteroids striking the Earth. Among the testimony: 10% - The chance in this lifetime that a 60-meter asteroid will strike some part of Earth; 10 megatons of energy would be generated by the impact. 700 Hiroshima-sized bombs blasted simultaneously: The amount of damage such an impact could do. 
(Scripps Howard News Service)

About 98 percent of Hiroshima’s construction was flattened by the atomic bomb. (L. M. Boyd)

British scientist James Smithson’s 1829 bequest to the United States for the “increase and diffusion of knowledge” paid off when President Polk signed an act creating the Smithsonian Institution, August 10, 1846. The first museum, in the Castle, opened in 1855; by 2006, 24 million annual visitors will delve into that one and 17 others, as well as a zoo and 9 research centers. (Alison McLean, in Smithsonian magazine)


Remarkable how your body turns food into energy. With that efficiency, according to the experts, if you were a car, you’d get 900 miles to the gallon. (L. M. Boyd)

The brain can record about 86 million bits of information each day. Every second, 100,000 chemical reactions occur in your brain. (Uncle John’s Unstoppable Bathroom Reader, p. 389)
There are at least one hundred thousand chemical reactions going on in a normal human brain every second. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 65)

When the Efremov family of Olenyok, Russia, took their vacation in distant Yakutsk this summer, they brought along their beloved 2-year-old cat, Kuzya. But Kuzya ran away, and after weeks of fruitless searching, the family returned home, assuming he was dead. Three months later, Kuzya turned up on their doorstep, having apparently trekked 1,300 miles east, across Siberia. “There were bite marks on the cat’s tail and his claws had been worn away to nothing,” said one family member. “It’s unbelievable that he made it across Siberian woods and hills, and crossed rivers and lakes to get home.” (The Week magazine, January 7, 2005)
Children are very adept at comprehending modern statistics. When they say, “Everyone else is allowed to,” it is usually based on a survey of one. (Paul Sweeney, in The Quarterly)

It turned out to be the worst war in American history. It was called the Civil War, but there was nothing civil about it. More than 620,000 Americans died; cities were destroyed, farms burned, and homes leveled. On one bloody day at a place called Antietam, more men were killed than on any other day in our history. The total deaths were almost as many in all of our other wars combined. (Joy Hakim, in Freedom: A History of Us, p. 124)
The Macintosh computer was introduced to the world in a TV commercial that ran just once, during halftime of the Super Bowl in 1984. It is considered to be the greatest commercial of all time by Advertising Age. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 18)

One golden day redeems a wear year. (Celia Thaxter, poet)

Faced with dwindling mail volume and rising costs, the U.S. Postal Service could be forced to cut out one day of mail delivery, Postmaster General John Potter told Congress, asking lawmakers to lift the requirement that the agency deliver mail six days a week. A Postal Service study estimated that going from six-day to five-day delivery would save $3.5 billion. (Associated Press, as it appeared in the Rocky Mountain News, January 29, 2009)

Americans opened around 650,000 credit union accounts between September 29 – the day Bank of America announced its now-cancelled $5 debit fee – and early November, according to the Credit Union National Association. Credit unions took on about 600,000 new customers in all of last year. (Time.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 18, 2011)

How debt went out of control: How did the U.S. run up so much debt? The crucial turning point came back in 2001, said Lori Montgomery. At the time, Uncle Sam was actually running surpluses, and “the outlook was so rosy” that forecasters were predicting the U.S. could pay back every dime it had ever borrowed. That’s when President George W. Bush made a pivotal decision: Rather than use surpluses to pay down the national debt or fix Social Security, Bush elected to push through two massive tax cuts, on the grounds that “the surplus is the people’s money.” Bush and Congress then financed two wars at the cost of $1.3 trillion, spent $272 billion on a Medicare prescription benefit, and expanded other defense and domestic spending. When the economy cratered in 2008, it cut deeply into revenues already diminished by Bush’s tax cuts. All told, Congressional Budget Office statistics show, Bush’s policies account for more than $7 trillion of the debt the U.S. has accumulated over the past decade. President Obama’s policies, including his $719 billion stimulus program, have added $1.7 trillion to that debt. Today, future budget forecasts “are unrelievedly gloomy, showing huge deficits essentially forever.” And it all began with a choice, 10 years ago, to cut taxes to their lowest level in 60 years, with no cuts in spending. (The Week magazine, August 19-26, 2011)

Japan’s 9.0 magnitude earthquake released so much energy that it shifted the position of the Earth’s axis by about 6.5 inches, according to estimates by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in California. The massive quake, caused by the sudden slipping of one giant tectonic plate under another, moved Japan 12 feet closer to North America. (Los Angeles Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 25, 2011)

Where was the first U.S. Gold Rush? Not California – North Carolina, in 1803. (Started when a boy found a 17-pound nugget on his father’s farm.) It supplied all the gold for the nation’s mints until 1829. (Uncle John’s Unstoppable Bathroom Reader, p. 16)

The future of the nation was at stake. Would the grand American experiment last? Or would this union of states -- this federal republic -- end up in history books as an idealistic scheme that failed? If so, then the skeptics would be right: ideas like equality, self-government, and justice for all don’t work long in the real world. We were trying something that was outside the chain of history. Born of an idea, not of ancient peoples and established procedures, it had taken hubris, and a bit of luck, to establish the American nation. There was nothing inevitable about our continued existence. All we had was the power of an idea. (Joy Hakim, in Freedom: A History of Us, p. 125)

James Bond wasn’t a successful book series in America until JFK included From Russia With Love on a list of his favorite books in 1961.

(Charlotte Lowe, in Fact-O-Pedia, p. 132)

All the kindness which a person puts out into the world works on the heart and thoughts of humankind. (Albert Schweitzer)

Did I tell you a lightning bolt is five times hotter than the surface of the sun? (Boyd's Curiosity Shop, p. 171)

A man’s testicles produce 72 million sperm a day – enough in six weeks to impregnate the entire world’s female population. (Noel Botham, in The World’s Greatest Book of Useless Information, p. 105)
In their encyclopedia, “Elements of Mathematics,” a group of French mathematicians working under the collective pseudonym of Nicholas Bourbaki spent 200 pages just introducing matters relating to the number 1. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 296)

One puff of nicotine will, within eight to 10 seconds, create a powerful dopamine explosion in your brain that your mind pathways will make nearly impossible to forget. This means that smokers who are trying to quit are not battling a full pack or even a single cigarette, but that single puff of nicotine will undermine their hard work and greatly increase their odds for a relapse. (Christopher S. Bowlin)
What one pair produces:  Cockroaches -- 30,000 young in one year;  Termites -- 30,000 in one day;  Frogs -- 250,000 in lifetime;  Red crabs -- 3,000 at one time;  Locusts -- 1,000 at one time;  Army ants -- 100,000 at one time. (World Features Syndicate)

Every one-penny rise in the cost of a gallon of gas takes $1 billion of consumer spending away from other goods in the course of a year, according to an analysis by Credit Suisse bank. A 50-cent increase this year would thus divert $50 billion away from consumer spending. (Bloomberg Businessweek, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 30, 2012)

The worst plague of all time – that is, the one that killed the most people in the shortest period of time – was not the bubonic plague of the fourteenth century; it was the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918-1919, which took more than 20 million lives in a matter of months. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 155)

About two dozen people were evacuated from Grand Junction’s airport Sunday night after authorities found a suspicious item in a man’s suitcase. Transportation Safety Authority workers spotted a plastic container filled with liquid that had what looked like wires sticking out of it. What was this suspicious item? It turned out to be a water balloon toy. And the wires? Spigots to spray water. The airport opened 45 minutes later, and no charges were filed. (Rocky Mountain News, January 18, 2005)

Roman Catholic clergymen were not forbidden to marry until 385 A.D., when Pope Siricius decreed that it would be a good discipline for bishops, priests, and deacons. Those who were married at the time were expected to separate. Many did not agree and left the priesthood. Ironically, the first Pope, Peter, was himself a husband. (Jeff Rovin, in The Unbelievable Truth, p. 22)

In 1904, there was a debate in the U.S. Congress over whether to build a canal in Nicaragua or Panama. Opponents of Nicaragua showed members of Congress a Nicaraguan stamp. That stamp pictured a volcano in Nicaragua. Congress was afraid the volcano in Nicaragua might someday destroy the canal. So, Congress voted instead to build the canal in Panama -- all because of a postage stamp. (Charles Reichblum, in Knowledge in a Nutshell)

The patient went to his doctor for a check-up and the doctor wrote out a prescription for him in his usual illegible writing. The patient put it in his pocket, but he forgot to have it filled. Every morning for two years he showed it to the conductor as a railroad pass. Twice it got him into the movies, once into a baseball park and once into the symphony. He got a raise at work by showing it as a note from the boss. One day he mislaid it. His daughter picked it up, played it on the piano and won a scholarship to a conservatory of music. (Tal D. Bonham, in Another Treasury of Clean Jokes)

Parnell, Missouri, native and thoroughbred racehorse trainer Ben Jones trained six Kentucky Derby winners, including Whirlaway (1941) and Citation (1948), who both won the Triple Crown. (American Profile magazine, January 22, 2012)
Nine out of 10 car crackups wouldn’t happen if drivers could step on the brakes one second sooner. So claims Mercedes-Benz President Karl Heinz Faber. (L. M. Boyd)  

Most people have heard the expression about selling something for a song. To those who may never have heard it, it means that a sale was for little money, or far less than the actual value involved. The term’s origin undoubtedly goes back many years and whoever first used it certainly didn’t envision the worth of the song Yesterday. Yesterday was written in 1965 by Paul McCartney, who shared the credits with the late John Lennon, as the two did on all their Beatles songs.  Those who keep track of such things say that Yesterday has been played live or broadcast on radio and television more than six million times, making it the most frequently performed pop song in history. Entertainer Michael Jackson bought ATV Music in 1985 for $47.5 million, winning the rights to all McCartney-Lennon songs. He outbid McCartney, who had sold his publishing rights in 1969.  According to the arrangement, Jackson, as the new publisher, began getting 50 percent of the royalties from McCartney-Lennon songs while McCartney and the Lennon estate (John Lennon was fatally shot outside his New York City apartment in 1980) share about 50 percent, according to one news report. Reportedly McCartney still gets more than $25,000 a year from Yesterday royalties alone. All this for a song. (Bits & Pieces)  

 The British Department of Education had to pulp 48,000 copies of a pamphlet designed to improve literacy in the year 2000 . . . because of a spelling mistake. The word “vocabulary” had been spelt incorrectly. (Geoff Tibballs, in The Giant Bathroom Book of Dumbology, p. 61)
In just one second, the sun releases more energy than mankind has produced since the creation, including all the engines, power plants, and bombs ever constructed. (Donald B. DeYoung, in Astronomy and the Bible, p. 55)
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