Preparation Time

If I had six hours to chop down a tree, I’d spend the first four hours sharpening the ax. (Abraham Lincoln)

Bamboo indulges in sexual reproduction at only very long intervals--after 15 years, or, in a few species, more than 120 years. Why bamboo waits to long to flower has been a puzzle. (Pat Shipman, in Discover magazine)

The mature saguaro cactus is mammoth; it is about thirty-five feet tall and weighs several tons. But for all its gigantic stature, the saguaro has as humble and inauspicious a beginning as any plant, germinating as it does from a tiny seed nourished by summer rains. After about fifteen years, the surviving plants have grown to about a foot tall. The saguaro blossom takes many, many years to appear. In fact, saguaros don’t produce their first flowers until they are seven or eight feet tall and are fifty to sixty years old. After the saguaro has achieved this height, the growth rate slows, and it may take four more years for it to gain another foot. At an age of seventy-five or a hundred years, it may have achieved a height of twelve to twenty feet, at which time arms begin to appear. Saguaros have a very long life span. (Christopher L. Helms, in The Sonoran Desert, p. 19)  

Benjamin Bloom and a team of researchers at the University of Chicago analyzed the careers of concert pianists, sculptors, research mathematicians and neurologists, Olympic swimmers and tennis champions to determine what processes led to high levels of achievement. Evaluating participants in six major piano competitions, including the prestigious International Tchaikovsky Competition, they found that these musicians worked a mean of 17.1 years from the day they began taking piano lessons to the day they won a major competition. (Donald O. Clifton & Paula Nelson, in Reader’s Digest)

Today, most chicle comes from Mexico. Sapodilla trees are tapped with grooved cuts and the latex is collected in small receptacles, as in the gathering of maple syrup. Most productive sapodilla trees are over 70 years old. For best results, each tree is tapped only once every six to eight years. The collected sap is then boiled, coagulated, and molded into blocks. (Richard B. Manchester, in Amazing Facts, p. 74)

It can take up to fifteen years for a Christmas tree to grow, but on average, it takes about seven years. (Noel Botham, in The Best Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 63)

You could starve waiting for a Seychelles coconut to get ripe. Takes 10 years. (L. M. Boyd)

After a coffee seed is planted, it takes five years before the resulting plant can produce consumable fruit. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 189)

The wife gives her husband a very large cup of coffee and says to him: “Have a cup of coffee while I’m getting ready.” (Jim Unger, in Herman comic strip)

Cork is the bark from a type of oak tree found in the Mediterranean area, especially in Spain, Portugal, and North Africa. These trees don’t produce much cork until they are more than 50 years old. (Charles J. Cazeau, in Science Trivia, p. 115)

Cork comes from the bark of trees. Specifically, it is harvested from the cork tree, which takes more than ten years to produce one layer of cork.
(David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 59)

Charles Darwin devoted 20 years to research on barnacles before he advanced into his evolutionary theories. (L. M. Boyd)

An elephant is 40 or even 50 years old before it gets all of its teeth. The male Indian elephant may flirt a bit as a teenager, but he doesn’t get serious about romance until he’s 21 years old.  (L. M. Boyd)

Its small entrepreneurs who make America prosperous. Take Edwin Land who started Polaroid Corporation. He was still in college when he started tinkering in his barn. About twenty years later Land gave the world the first instant camera and created thousands of jobs. (Joe Griffith, in Speaker’s Library of Business, p. 106)
Charles Fillmore studied and thought for twenty years before he felt that his ideas were ready to be published in book form. To him, any spiritual law worth writing about had to be demonstrated. (James Dillet Freeman, in The Story of Unity, p. 168)

Most fruit trees blossom after six or seven years, but an oak tree may take as long as thirty years to produce its first flowers.  (Sarah R. Riedman, in Trees Alive, p. 89)

Before it walks, a baby gorilla crawls for five months.  (L. M. Boyd)


Vladimir Lenin spent thirty years preparing for his revolution. (Roger Van Oech, A Kick in the Deat of the Pants)

Oak trees do not produce acorns until they are 50 or older. (E-mail list, in Catholic Digest)

To create the olive, king of all trees, a hundred years is required.
(Og Mandino, The Greatest Secret in the World)

Slow to mature, the olive takes 15 to 20 years to produce a paying crop -- thus the saying that a man plants an olive tree for his grandson. (Noel Mostert, in Reader's Digest)

The saguaro blossom takes many, many years to appear. In fact, saguaros don’t produce their first flowers until they are seven or eight feet tall and art fifty to sixty years old. (Christopher L. Helms, in The Sonoran Desert, p. 19)

The giant sequoia waits 175 to 200 years before it first flowers. The most delayed sexual maturity in all nature. The giant sequoia tree seemingly can last forever. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 179)
A tarantula may live as long as thirty years, taking eight to ten years to mature. (E. C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts, p. 106)
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