The Prodigal Son

(St. Luke 15: 11-32)

On the Sunday before the conclave began, the Gospel reading in Catholic churches around the world happened to be the parable of the prodigal son, the tale of a spoiled heir who takes his inheritance and wastes it – only to be forgiven by his father and taken back in. In Rome, Cardinals used it to talk about bringing back Catholics who had left the church. Perhaps Pope Francis, through his experience of living on the streets, may read that lesson differently. For the church itself has been prodigal, and now may be the time for it to find its way back to its people. (Time magazine, March 25, 2013)

It is a comfort to know that we do not have to make the entire journey alone back to the Father. We read that when the prodigal son was coming back to his father, “while he was yet afar off, his father saw him, and was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.” (Charles Fillmore, in Keep a True Lent, p. 88)

If we have developed the mind of the Spirit, we see and feel the quickening life of the energy at the center of the atoms of our body. All spiritual concepts begin in the mind and are translated into atomic life in the body. Here we have the point of contact between the Christ life and the race life. It also explains why our life as a people was no longer receiving the energy flow from the parent stream. Like the prodigal son, we had gone into a country far from the Father, and there was a famine in that land. We were starving for the divine substance and got no satisfaction out of the husks, the food of the swine. (Charles Fillmore, in Keep a True Lent, p. 133)

This question naturally presents itself: If we are offspring of Divine Mind, why are we not naturally conscious of its presence? The answer to this is: In using the privilege of our inheritance – the power to make ideas visible as things – we have created a realm that separates us in consciousness from the Father-Mind. This is the teaching of Jesus in the parable of the prodigal son. When we are weary of the sense consciousness, we have only to turn our face (intelligence) toward our Father’s house; there we shall meet a loving welcome. (Charles Fillmore, in Christian Healing, p. 14)

Jesus tells a story of the Prodigal Son. You know the story. But the unexpected element in this story is forgiveness. He expects punishment.  He finds only freely flowing love. Feeling almost overwhelmed by guilt, he is met without a word of reproach, anger, or judgment. The past is completely forgiven. It is wiped out. (Christopher Ian Chenoweth)

Every parent is at some time the father of the unreturned prodigal, with nothing to do but keep his house open to hope. (John Ciardi, in Saturday Review)

You may ask whether Jesus cited any example of poverty’s being a sin? Yes. You will find it in the story of the prodigal son. That is often used as a text to preach to moral sinners, but a close study of it shows that Jesus was teaching the sin of lack and how to gain plenty. It is a wonderful prosperity lesson. The prodigal son took his inheritance and went into a far country, where he spent it in riotous living and came to want. When he returned to his father’s house he was not accused of moral shortcoming, as we should expect. Instead the father said, “Bring forth quickly the best robe and put it on him.” That was a lesson in good apparel. It is a sin to wear poor clothes. This may seem to some to be rather a sordid way of looking at the teaching of Jesus, but we must be honest. We must interpret it as He gave it, not as we think it ought to be. The next act of the father was to put a gold ring on the prodigal’s finger, another evidence of prosperity. The Father’s desire for us is unlimited good, not merely the means of a meager existence. The ring symbolizes the unlimited, that to which there is no end. It also represents omnipresence and omnipotence in the manifest world. When the Father gave that ring to his son, he gave him the key to all life activity. It was the symbol of his being a son and heir to all that the father had. “All that is mine is thine.” The Father gives us all that He has and is, omnipotence, omniscience, all love, and all substance, when we return to the consciousness of His house of Plenty. (Charles Fillmore, in Prosperity, p. 60) 

The problem before man in the present race consciousness is how to get back to the “Father’s house,” in which is inexhaustible abundance. As it is by an exercise of the free will inherent in us that we separate ourselves from the Father, so it must be through that same faculty that we again make conscious union with Him. We must realize the foolishness of living in that most external realm where only the husks of things are, and upon which we would fain satisfy ourselves, but cannot. Then let us turn our attention within, by traveling for a season in that direction we find the source and substance of life. (Charles Fillmore, in Christian Healing, p. 35)

You will recall that when the Prodigal Son came to himself out in the “far country,” he suddenly saw himself in a larger context, and he came home. He was free. He had released his greater potential. This was a very real resurrection. It didn't involve dying and returning from the grave, but it did involve waking up to the awareness of his true being. 
(Eric Butterworth, in Unity magazine)

As this I, this man, comes into consciousness of the life, love, and wisdom of God, it builds for itself a consciousness; it begins to say “my” and “mine.” This is selfhood, the son taking his inheritance and going into a far country. But the Father does not condemn selfhood. In His eyes the son who stays at home and the son who exercises his freedom are equal. If the Father is free to do as He wills, the same privilege must be the son’s inheritance, else he would not be “the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” (Charles Fillmore, in Keep a True Lent, p. 55)

We in our day and age are not alone in making God the third person in our conversation. Bible authors did the same. We should remember that the people who live today are the same people who lived in the past, in other words, we are people who thought ourselves separate from God life and thereby killed our body. We also are like some of the people who acted the part of the prodigal son, desiring to be again united with the Father. (Charles Fillmore, in Teach Us to Pray, p. 84)
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