Prosperity & Money

You may say to yourself, 

“My power and the strength of my hands 
have produced this wealth for me."
But remember the Lord your God, 
for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth,
and so confirms his covenant 
which he swore to your forefathers, 
as it is today.
(Deuteronomy 8:17-18)

We came unto the land whither thou sentest us,
and surely it floweth with milk and honey.
(Numbers 13:27)

The blessing of the Lord maketh rich.
(Psalm 10:22)

They shall prosper that love thee.
(Psalm 122:6)

Beware of all covetousness,
because life does not depend on abundance of wealth.
(St. Luke 12:15)

Our fathers did not eat manna in the desert;
as it is written,
He gave them bread from heaven to eat.
(St. John 6)

I have come that they might have life,
and have it abundantly.
(St. John 10:10)

My God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 4:19)

The love of money is the root of all evil.
(1 Timothy 6:10)


************************************************
My friend, Ricardo, and I were once talking about the laws of prosperity. One of his favorite words was abundance. He told me that it came from the Latin root, abundare, which can be translated as meaning, “to make waves." . . . Becoming prosperous and abundant means to make waves, the right kind of waves. . . those that benefit, help, assist and prosper. (Emery John Michael, in Jewels of Light)
A customer at my teller's window was grumbling about the low interest rate on his savings account. He finally said he was just going to take all his money out of the bank, dig a hole in his back yard and bury it. The teller next to me leaned over. “Sir, I couldn't help overhearing. Tell me, what is your address?" (Sharon Brown, in Reader's Digest)

The lady in the returns department at the department store says to Ziggy: “Yes, we advertised a money-back guarantee, but we didn't say how much money!" (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)
A banker, who always advised his son to think big, came home one day to find the boy in the yard with the family dog and a sign. “Dog for Sale. $38,000.” The father smiled and went into the house. The next day, the sign -- and the dog -- had vanished. The banker asked his son, “You didn't get $38,000 for the dog, did you." “No," the boy replied, “but I traded him for two $19,000 cats." (Herm Albright)
According to the U.S. Transportation Security Administration, in 2003 passengers left $303,970 in loose change at airport metal detectors. The U.S. Treasury Department appropriates the money and returns it to circulation. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 58)


Andrew Carnegie, one of the richest Americans ever, practically became allergic to money as he grew older. He was offended, he said, just by the sight and touch of it, and never carried any. Because he had no money with him with which to pay the fare, Carnegie was once put off a London tram. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 60)

Boy to father: “I don't know why you call this an allowance. It doesn't allow me to do much of anything." (Shanks, in The Saturday Evening Post)
Child says to his Mom right before going to sleep: “You know, for just a small increase in my allowance, I could make bedtime a lot easier.”  (Country Woman magazine comic)

A child asked for a raise in allowance. “I'm sorry," replied the child's father. “I don't raise allowances, only children.” (Suzan Wiener, in Catholic Digest)
In filling out the loan application, the loan attendant asks the man: “All right, but what if you don't win the lottery?" (The Saturday Evening Post cartoon)
Customer to bank official: “I'd like to apply for a credit card. I'm tired of my checks bouncing all over the place." (Bob Thaves, Newspaper Enterprise Association)

Martha Stewart is under house arrest for the next five months. Her activities will be limited to doing things that will make her even richer. (Jay Leno, 2005)
First man: “Do you ever feel you wasted your time in school? I mean, what good is my philosophy major doing me now?" Second man: “No. I have benefited from my art degree." First man: “How has that been a help in business?" Second man: “The art of making money!" (Art & Chip Sansom, in The Born Loser comic strip)

Father: “Must you always be asking for money? It's time you learned there are things that are more important than money." Son: “Yeah? How do you buy them?" (Art & Chip Sansom, in The Born Loser comic strip)

Out shopping with my nine-year-old son, I stopped at an automated-teller machine to use my new ATM card. Worried about security, I told my son that I was going to get money out of the machine and to make sure no one was watching me. After the ATM spit out ten crisp $20 bills, my wide-eyed son said, “Do it again, Mom! Nobody's watching!" (Sarah Gray, in Reader's Digest)
When you ain’t got no money, you gotta get an attitude. (Richard Pryor)
 
After leaving the car repair garage, Ziggy says to himself: “They balanced my tires and imbalanced my checkbook!" (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)
A man told his wife that he had finally balanced the checkbook. Impressed, she took a look: “Let's see . . . mortgage, $800; utilities, $125; phone, $35. Hey, what's this entry ESP for $615?" “Oh," he said, “that means, 'Error Some Place.'" (Rocky Mountain News)
Old bankers never die. They just lose interest. (National Federation of the Blind, in Wit & Witticism , p. 15)

Sheik Shakhbut, ruler of the tiny sheikdom of Abu Dhabi has finally made up his mind to put his oil revenue ($1,000,000 per week) in Lebanese banks. Previously the Sheik had shown no confidence in the bank vaults. He kept his banknotes in big empty oil cans, which he stored away under his bed. He turned to the banks only when he noticed that insects were beginning to nibble away at his hoard. (Jeune Afrique, in Atlas) 
A Connecticut town has banned a teenager from selling earthworms to supplement his allowance. Joe Cadieux, 13, says his night crawler business, at its peak, had revenues of between $5 and $10 a month from local fisherman. But because Cadieux erected a sign in his front yard – an 18-by-18-inch cardboard square reading “Nite Crawlers” – the town of Cromwell shut him down for a zoning infraction. Zoning Commissioner Al Diaz said Cadieux should have applied for a permit. “Chiropractors do that, lawyers do that, doctors do that,” Diaz said, “and then you’re allowed to put up a sign.” (The Week magazine, August 25, 2006)

Dad: “Let's flip this quarter to see which one of you gets to bat first. If it's heads, Hammie gets to bat first. If it's tails, Zoe gets to bat first." After each of them bats, Dad says to Zoe: “Well, the good news is that you get to bat first." Zoe: “If you don't mind, I'd rather just have a quarter." (Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott, in Baby Blues comic strip)

One child says to the others in the family: “If the economy doesn't get better I think Daddy might have to let a couple of us go." (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

I could make a better living, if they'd only pay me more than they think I'm worth. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
The Bible is still our greatest teacher of the various principles of successful living. When a sufficient number of people realize this and utilize its teachings, the Bible can again become mankind's greatest source of practical help. All of the great men of the Bible were either rich from birth, or became prosperous, or had access to riches whenever the need arose. (Catherine Ponder) 

Frank says to Ernest: “I wouldn't mind missing out on the booming economy so much if I wasn't always there when the shells landed." (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)
I've always been bored with just making money. I've wanted to do things, I wanted to build things. Get something going . . . . I'm not like some people who worship money as something you've got to have piled up in a big pile somewhere. I've only thought of money in one way, and that is to do something with it. . . . I don't think there is a thing that I own that I will ever get the benefit of, except through doing things with it. (Walt Disney)

Man: “Elvin, can I borrow a dollar?" Elvin: “Hmmph. I suppose." Girl: “Why would you borrow from him? I would have lent you a dollar." Man: “Elvin's a pessimist." Girl: “So?" Man: “Pessimists don't expect to get their money back." (Mark Pett, in Lucky Cow comic strip)
Customer to bank official: “I'd like to apply for a credit card. I'm tired of my checks bouncing all over the place." (Bob Thaves, Newspaper Enterprise Association)
Coming home from school my 11-year-old asked for $6 to go bowling with his class. “Six dollars?" I said. “To go bowling?" “Yes," he replied. “That includes shipping and handling us." (Patricia Natale, in Reader's Digest)

A Tennessean, vacationing in New York, was returning to his hotel late one evening when a man stepped out of a dark doorway. “Hand over your money or I'll blow your brains out," said the man, pointing a gun at the tourist. “Fire away," replied the Tennessean. “I've found out that you can live in this town without brains, but not without money!" (Omega, Georgia, News)
I've never been poor, only broke. Being poor is a frame of mind. (Mike Todd)

Two women went window-shopping. One saw an item she liked and fished in her handbag for a $20 bill. After rummaging around, she said, “Darn, I don't have enough." Her friend said, “Sorry, I can't lend you anything -- I didn't bring any money with me. How come you ran short?" “Oh, I was a soft touch for a bum this morning." “Really? And what did your husband have to say about that?" “He said, ‘Thanks.'” (Elizabeth Sutherland)
A business that makes nothing but money is a poor business. (Henry Ford)
A lady was berating her butcher for charging a dollar a pound for frankfurters. “Such a high price!" she told him. “The butcher shop on the next block charges only 75 cents!" “Why don't you buy from him, then?" he asked. “He was all out of them." “Oh, well, then," he replied. “When we're out of them, we only charge 50 cents a pound." (John W. Klase)
Money can’t buy you friends, but you get a better class of enemy. (Spike Milligin)

The lady says to her husband while looking for an anniversary card: “Let's just hand each other one, read it, put it back and save ourselves five bucks." (The American Legion magazine cartoon)
 
Most families use credit cards for everything. The only one who still pays cash is the tooth fairy. (Changing Times, The Kiplinger Magazine)

Andre Champagne has announced a new screw-on top that keeps their $4 bottle of champagne bubbling for days. That's good news -- you wouldn't want to rush through a $4 bottle of champagne. (Jay Leno, 2005)
Being a child of God means we have complete access to all that God is. That's stupendous! It means we lack nothing, that each of us is special and crucially important to the Creator. All that “the Father" has is ours. What an incredible endowment! It's as if we have a bank account that can never be depleted, no matter what. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest , p. 287)

It is frequently said that children don't know the value of money. This is only partially true. They don't know the value of your money. Their money, they know the value of. (Judy Markey, in You Only Get Married For the First Time Once)

A popular lodging chain announced it was creating a line of no-frills hotels. Said comedy writer Paul Ryan, “The only way you'll see a chocolate on the pillow now is if the last guest was eating an M & M." (Los Angeles Times)

Some friends of mine took their 5-year-old grandson, Christopher, to church one Sunday. Being a member of the choir, Bettie went and took her place with the choir while Christopher and his grandpa sat in the congregation. During the service, Bettie motioned several times to Christopher to poke Grandpa and keep him awake, but there was no response from him. After church, Bettie asked Christopher why he did not do what she had asked -- especially since she had given him 50 cents. Said Christopher: “Grandpa gave me $1 to let him sleep." (Camp Leech, in Reminisce magazine)
When they closed Denver's old Stapleton Airport, the gift shop had a big clearance sale -- everything was 90% off. This was great! You could get a bottle of aspirin for $20." (Jay Leno, 'Tonight Show," NBC)
I was explaining to my first-grade class that different combinations of coins can equal the same amount. To illustrate the point, I offered one boy a pencil and told him it cost 25 cents. He handed me a quarter. “That's right," I said, "but what's another way to pay for it?" Chris thought for a moment, and then replied, “MasterCard!" (Pat Wrobel, in Ladies' Home Journal)

Ziggy says to the bank loan officer: “I don't have any collateral, but here's a pre-approved credit card offer!" (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

The son says to his father: “The college I picked out costs $22,000 a year -- that's only 6 cents per minute." (Randy Glasbergen cartoon)
A friend of mine has several children who complain constantly that they need bigger allowances. Tired of hearing their grumbling, my friend said to them, “Kids, you don't know just how good you have it. When I was a boy, I used to get up early to deliver newspapers. I walked to school in the snow and rain, and after school I delivered groceries. Sometimes we didn't even have enough to eat." His children listened intently, and my friend thought he had made his point until his youngest piped up, “Hey, Pop! I bet you're awful glad you live with us now!" (A. R., in Reader's Digest)

Doctor: “Hagar, you're suffering from a condition that will make it hard for me to help you." Hagar: “What is it, Doc?" Doctor: “You don't have any money." (Chris Browne, in Hagar The Horrible comic strip)

Charlie Brown: “Good morning. Would you like to buy some cookies?" Lucy: “You're not a Girl Scout." Charlie Brown: “Who said I was a Girl Scout? I'm not a Boy Scout, either, or a Brownie, or a soccer player, or a gymnast or anything!" Lucy: “Where'd you get the cookies?" Charlie Brown: “They were left over from my lunch." (Charles M. Schulz, in Peanuts comic strip)
One newborn baby in the hospital nursery to another: “You know what’s cool? We’re all born with an automatic $5,000 credit limit.” (Mick Stevens, in USA Weekend)

Heart: “Hot chocolate! I can't wait to get to dance class today, Mom. Miss Lacey says she has an extra-special surprise for our winter recital! What do you think it could be?" Mom: “Maybe it's recital costumes that cost under seventy dollars. That would be a surprise verging on miraculous." Heart: “Sheesh, Mom! You're so cheap! It's not like I never use my costumes after the recitals! Didn't I just wear that sequined American flag one to church?" (Mark Tatulli, in Heart of the City comic strip)

One of the toughest graduate courses my sister took at Johns Hopkins University in Maryland was business economics. Once, the professor was discussing the theory of supply and demand. “I'm selling A's for 50 cents," he said. “Who wants to buy one?” Everyone raised a hand. “My price just went up to $25." Three hands came down. The professor continued to raise the price until just one woman's hand remained in the air. “A's now cost $1000," he announced. The hand stayed up. “You still want to buy an A?" he asked in astonishment. “Oh, yes," the woman replied. “My husband bet me $10,000 that I couldn't get an A in business economics." (Rebecca Rector, in Reader's Digest)

I hate it when salesclerks call up to see if your credit card is good. I always feel like they're talking about me. You won't believe what he's buying now. It's some kind of yellow thing. I don't even know what it is, we've never sold one before. Get down here right away. I'll try and stall him. (Jerry Seinfeld)

Credit Card: What you use to buy what you can't afford tomorrow while you're still paying for it yesterday. (Bits & Pieces)

Herman says to the man behind the sale desk: “Which credit card do you want -- R. G. Williams, Miss S. Peters, or the Rev. J. Thomas?" (Jim Unger, in Classic Herman comic strip)

Organized crime in America takes in more than 40 billion dollars a year and spends very little on office supplies. (Woody Allen, in Catholic Digest, April, 2003)
The average credit-card debt for 25-to-34-year-olds was $5,200 in 2004, according to Cardweb.com. That’s up 98 percent from 1992. (BusinessWeek, as it appeared in The Week magazine, August 25, 2006)

After the child has an argument with his mother, he says as he walks out the front door: “You'll be sorry in April when you can't deduct me." (A. A. McCourt)

The income tax man says to Herman: “I know your landlord depends on the rent but you can't list him as a dependent." (Jim Unger, in Classic Herman comic strip)

During the good old days of 1928 when we thought a “depression" was a hole in the ground, we were boasting of having averaged $6.57 per worker on our gift to the charity drive. During the recent charity drive we averaged $17.75 per worker. Since 1928 we have learned that a depression is a state of consciousness. (Unity News, January 18, 1933)

A co-worker of mine, who was a new father, was bemoaning the quantity and high cost of paper diapers that the new arrival required. “Now you know," a more experienced father interjected, "why they call it disposable income." (T. A. Clark)
I’ve got all the money I need . . . if I die by 4 o’clock this afternoon. (Henny Youngman)

Overheard: “I don't mind that my son is earning more than I did on my first job. What disturbs me is that he's six and it's his allowance." (Business to Business)
A period of prosperity in the United States means there’ll be more divorces! Fewer divorces take place during recessions and depressions because of the financial burdens of paying alimony and of court litigation. Anot6her factor is that hasty marriages don’t happen as often when we have hard times. (Arkady Leokum, in The Curious Book, p. 169)

drove up and said, “I have bad news. The donkey is dead." Morris asked for his money back but the farmer said he'd already spent it. “OK. Just unload the donkey anyway, I'm going to raffle him off." “You can't raffle off a dead donkey!" replied the farmer. “Sure I can," Morris said. “Watch me. I just won't tell anybody he's dead." A month later the farmer saw Morris and asked, “What happened with that dead donkey?" “I raffled him off. I sold 500 tickets at $2 apiece and made a profit of $998." “Didn't anyone complain?" “Just the guy who won. So I gave him his $2 back." (Denver Rocky Mountain News) ????????????????????????????
A man went into a bar and ordered a double. He drank it straight down and ordered three more. “You know you really shouldn't be drinking so much," the bartender said. “I know," the man replied, “especially with what I've got." “What do you have?" asked the bartender. “One dollar," said the man. (Rocky Mountain News)
You are what you eat, so I eat only rich foods. (Argus poster)

I learned more about economics from one South Dakota dust storm than I did in all my years in college. (Hubert H. Humphrey)

Economists are the people that the Lord put on earth to make astrologers look good. (Pete du Pont)

Two guys were chatting at a cocktail party. “Your wife certainly brightens the room," one said to the other. "Her mere presence is electrifying." “It ought to be," the other man replied. “Everything she's wearing is charged." (Ron Dentinger)
I have enough money to last me the rest of my life, unless I buy something. (Jackie Mason)

Excuses: why business is bad: 
January -- people spent all their cash for the holidays; 
February - all the best customers have gone South; 
March - unseasonably cold, and too rainy; 
April - everybody's preoccupied with income taxes; 
May - too much rain, farmers distressed;  
June - too little rain, farmers distressed; 
July - heat has everyone down; 
August - everybody away on vacation; 
September - everybody back, broke; 
October - customers waiting to see how fall clearance sales turn out; November - people too upset over elections; 
December - customers need their money for the holiday. (Bits & Pieces)
Dolly says to Billy: “Paper money is more expensive than jingle money.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

If we could sell our experiences for what they cost, we'd be millionaires. (Abigail Van Buren)

I'd gladly participate in any experiment to test the effects on me of sudden great wealth. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

During a lunch break, an ad for a lending institution came on the television set in our employees' lounge. As the commercial extolled the pleasures of extra money, I remarked that there was no such thing as “extra" money. “Yes, there is," my supervisor retorted. “It's what you have right before your car breaks down." (Diana M. Knox, in Reader's Digest)

Frank says to Ernest: “It doesn't seem fair! My take-home pay has to be taken home, but my bills already know the way." (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)
 
Man was born to be rich, or grows rich by the use of his faculties, by the union of thought with nature. (Emerson)
Betsy: “If you have $2, and you ask your father for $4, how much will you have?" Billy: “Two dollars." Betsy: “You don't know your math." Billy: “You don't know my father." (Lisa McNease, in Reader's Digest)

Now that my mother's office has a fax machine, I fax my correspondence to her instead of using the post office. Although I've told her many times that it's a faster and less expensive way to communicate, she continued to mail me weekly letters. On my last birthday, however, she showed that she now has a full grasp of technology. She faxed me a $100 bill with the note: “Happy Birthday. You're right -- it is cheaper to fax than mail. Love, Mom." (Susan Reilly, in Reader's Digest)
One businessman to another: “You might say my salary goes into five figures -- my wife and four daughters." (Dale McFeatters, Publishers-Hall Syndicate)

During finals at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Ind., test papers were being distributed to the class. After conferring with a nervous assistant, the professor spoke. “There's a problem," he said. “One of you has the answer key instead of the test." Reaching into his billfold, he continued, “If you identify yourself, this five-dollar bill is yours." A young man raised his hand, and the professor walked toward him. “Wait a minute," shouted another student, “I'll give you fifty." (Dick Dobmeyer)

My fourth-grade class was studying the development of the auto industry. I had emphasized the role played by Henry Ford, whose assembly lines decreased production costs. At the end of our unit, I gave a test including the question: “What did Henry Ford invent that made buying a car more affordable?" One of my brightest students wrote: “Zero-percent financing." (Kim Caston Davis, in Reader's Digest) 

One night, I went out to eat at a Chinese restaurant with my wife and our five-year-old daughter and four-year-old son. After we finished our meal, the waitress brought our check and four fortune cookies. I leaned over to help my daughter open hers. “No, Daddy, let me do it," she said. “I might be an instant winner!" (Steven P. Alexander)

A lady was berating her butcher for charging a dollar a pound for frankfurters. “Such a high price!" she told him. "The butcher shop on the next block charges only 75 cents!" “Why don't you buy from him, then?" he asked. “He was all out of them." “Oh, well, then," he replied. “When we're out of them, we only charge 50 cents a pound." (John W. Klase)
Drabble: “Guess what everybody! It’s our lucky day! My boss gave us five free tickets to the ball game.” Son: “Let’s go! Dad, can I get an ice cream cookie? It’s only $7!” Daughter: “Me, too!” Other son: “Me, too?” Mom: “You all just had hot dogs and sodas!” Dad: “Nothing is quite as expensive as free tickets to the ball game!” (Kevin Fagan, in Drabble comic strip)

While traveling in France on business, I managed to order lunch in French, relying on my translation dictionary. The waiter seemed impressed, then smiled as he thumbed through a few pages of my book. Later, when I paid my bill, I gave him a large franc note and motioned for him to wait while I scanned my guide for a comment appropriate for the wonderful meal. He leaned over and pointed to a certain French phrase. The English translation: “Keep the change.” (Lisa Swanson, in Reader’s Digest)


First boy: “I get a whole quarter for allowance every week." Second boy: “I get ten dollars." First boy: “Wanna be friends?" (Rick Stromoski, in Soup to Nutz comic strip)

Mom: “So you had fun at Granma and Granpa's?" Son: “Yeah! Granma hugged me so much I thought I was going to suffocate, and Granpa gave me all the loose change he had in his pocket!" Mom: “I wish I could've been there." Son: “I wonder how much Granpa would've paid you?" (Jerry Bittle, in Shirley & Son comic strip)

Billy says to Grandma who has just given him a dollar bill: “Thanks, Grandma. Sure, I'll save it for the future. I won't spend it 'til tomorrow." (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

Joey was only five years old but very sharp. The neighbors would play a game with him, offering him a nickel and a dime in their open palms and asking which he would rather have. Joey always chose the larger coin. “What’s the matter with you?” an older boy asked him one day. “Don’t you know that a dime is twice a good as a nickel?” “Sure,” answered Joey, “but business is business. Why should I spoil a paying proposition?” (Henry D. Spalding, in Jewish Laffs)
Without a doubt, God wants us to enjoy abundance. But he wants us to be rich in love, mercy, forgiveness, hope and faith. Earthly riches are temporary. Godly riches are eternal. (Bonnie Jean Comazzi, in Time)

In Roman mythology Juno Regina was supposed to be the wife of Jupiter and queen of the heavens. Juno assumed many characters and had a host of divine responsibilities. Most important of all, she was the goddess of warning. The Romans were so grateful to Juno for telling them about the dangers ahead on various occasions that they built a temple to her on the Capitoline Hill and when coinage was devised they set their mint in her temple, and as Juno Moneta, the goddess became guardian of the finances. Her name Moneta was derived from the Latin word moneo “warn," and finally entered Old French as moneie, and thus eventually became our word money. (Wilfred Funk)

Mom: “Judah gave you five dollars to tell me I should go out with him again?! Of all the nerve." Heart: “Wait, Mom! I would've anyway. See, I really do like Judah, and I'm just happy to see you finally getting over Dad and going out on a date with someone. Plus, if you show up for a second date, I get ten more bucks." (Mark Tatulli)
Government’s view of the economy could be summed up in a few short phrases. If it moves, tax it. If it keeps moving, regulate it. And if it stops moving, subsidize it. (Ronald Reagan)
Then there's the father who laments the fact that three of his children are in graduate school. He says he's getting poorer by degrees. (Bob Levey, in Washington Post)
Husband: “What have you been doing with all the grocery money I give you?” Wife: “Turn sideways and look in the mirror." (The American Legion Magazine)
A wise man said: “If you want one year's prosperity, grow grain, but if you want ten year's prosperity, grow men and women." (Joe Griffith, in Speaker's Library of Business)

The lady in the returns department at the department store says to Ziggy: “Yes, we advertised a money-back guarantee, but we didn't say how much money!" (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

Barber: “I haven't seen you in a while, Artie." Artie: “That's because it took three months for my last haircut to grow out." Barber: “Then you really got your money's worth." (Jerry Bittle, in Geech comic strip)

Crankshaft: “Your last customer had a full head of hair, and yet you're going to charge me the same amount you charged him." Barber: "I kind of shoot for an average, Ed. I lose money on his haircut, but I make it up on yours." (Tom Batiuk & Chuck Ayer, in Crankshaft comic strip)
A farmer came into town last Saturday night and he asked how much a hamburger was. The waiter said: “$1.50." The farmer leaned over to his wife and whispered: “Bessie, do you realize we've got a cow home worth $65,000?" (Robert Orben)

A father took his teenage daughter, who had been visiting his office, to an elegant restaurant for lunch. She ordered a hamburger. “Why not order something different or unusual?” urged her father. “But, daddy,” she said. “I never ate a twelve-dollar hamburger before!” (Bits & Pieces) 

It's hard to tell what brings happiness. Poverty and wealth have both failed. (Bits & Pieces)
An elderly man asked his daughter and son-in-law to take him to buy a new hat. The daughter took her husband aside: “I'm worried he doesn't have enough money," she said. “Let's ask  the clerk to tell him any hat he chooses costs $15, and we'll pay the difference." Grandpa picked out a hat and was billed $15. After he left, his son-in-law paid the other $45. “What a bargain!" Grandpa said later. “The last hat I bought there cost me $60!" (Rocky Mountain News)
“Well, Mary" said the farmer, finishing dinner with his wife in New York, “near as I can figure, based on the price of the ham dinner you just ate, we've got a hog back home that's worth at least $137,000." (Rocky Mountain News)

A schoolteacher was impressing her pupils about being honest in all things. “Suppose,” she asked the class, “you were walking along Main Street and found a briefcase that contained $500,000, a half million dollars in cash! What would you do?” Little Johnny in the back row raised both his hands and the teacher called on him. “Well,” said Johnny, “if it belonged to a poor family, I would return it!” (Railway Clerk Interchange)

When I heard the sound of the ice-cream wagon’s bell and saw my front door wide open, I suspected that my 2 1/2 year-old son had run outside. As I caught up with him, I saw that he was clutching something in his hand. It was my credit card. (Doreen Guarino, in Reader’s Digest)

Cashier: “Before I cash your check, do you have any ID with your name and address on it?" Mother Goose: “Just this letter from the bank for insufficient funds." (Mike Peters, in Mother Goose & Grimm comic strip)

I have finally reached financial independence -- no one will lend me money. (The American Legion magazine)

Boy to father reading the financial news: “Here's a leading economic indicator, Dad. It's only Tuesday and my weekly allowance is shot." (Abbott, in The Wall Street Journal)
One day at the office we were discussing the rugged effects of inflation. One man remarked that his wife had found a way to beat it. “She spends my salary during the first week of the month," he explained, “before its purchasing power diminishes." (M. S. Gupta, in Reader's Digest)
Prosperity is only an instrument to be used, not a deity to be worshipped. (Calvin Coolidge)


In a booming voice, a cantor bragged to his congregation, “Two years ago, I insured my voice with Lloyd's of London for $750,000." The crowded room was hushed. Suddenly, an elderly woman spoke. “So," she said, “what did you do with the money?" (Joseph Telushkin, in Jewish Humor)

Albert Einstein was once asked what he thought was the greatest human invention. His reply, “compound interest." (Moore & Company Realtor)
Successfully defending his client in a lawsuit, the attorney presented him with an invoice. “You can pay $500 now," the lawyer said, “then $212 a month for the next 36 months." “That sounds like buying a car." The lawyer nodded. "I am." (Parts Pups)
Jesus wasn't saying that we should not have money. What He was testing for was to determine if the man had possessions or if he was possessed by them. (Eric Butterworth, in Spiritual Economics , p. 147)

As Dad walks toward the lemonade stand, Billy says to him: “You can quit your job, Daddy. We made 75 cents." (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

I bought a book on jogging for $9. Then I bought a pair of jogging shoes for $30. Then I bought a jogging suit for $35. Then I joined a jogging club for $50. Now I know what they mean by running into debt. (Orben's Current Comedy)

I was reared in a home with a mother and father who really loved each other, so I know what love is. I have seen both a son and a daughter safely through the trials of their tempestuous teens, so I know what satisfaction is. I have had by my side for more than 25 years the gentlest, kindest, most considerate human being I have ever known, so I know what happiness is. I have prayed and my prayers have been answered, so I know what faith is. And because I have known all these things, I know what wealth is. Abagail Van Buren)

The Fillmores taught that prosperity is governed by the same laws that govern physical health. The Fillmores thought that if they could maintain themselves in a prosperity consciousness, an awareness of God as the source of their supply, prosperity could not fail to be theirs. If the money did not come in, it was not because God had failed; it was only because they had not maintained a high enough consciousness of their supply in Him, and they redoubled their efforts in prayer. They felt that their supply depended on their maintaining the right consciousness. (James Dillet Freeman, in The Story of Unity , p. 118)

As Dennis fills up the bottles with water from the tap he says to Joey who is operating the lemonade stand: “Hey, Joey. Forget the lemonade. This is where the big money is.” (Hank Ketcham, in Dennis The Menace comic strip)
Man: “Lars, can you lend me twenty?" Lars: “Possibly, unless you're talking about dollars." (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)
Wife : “Donald, when was the last time we received a letter from our son?" Husband : “Just a second, honey, I'll go look in the checkbook." (Die Weltwoche, Switzerland)

Driving together in the car, my ten-year-old son and I were listening to an inspirational cassette tape. The sermon began, “If you knew that you could not fail, what would you do with your life today?" “Easy," said my son. “I'd enter the lottery." (Linda H. Sleeper, in Reader's Digest)

I could make a better living, if they'd only pay me more than they think I'm worth. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

A woman walks into a bank and says to the lending officer, “I'd like to talk to you about a loan." “Great!" the banker replies. “How much can you give us?" (Joey Adams)
After landing his first job, my oldest son wasted no time in applying for a car loan. He answered the bank officer’s questions honestly and quickly, pausing only at one question: “Other source of income?” “Mom,” replied my newly independent son. (Ruth Wade, in Reader’s Digest)

While attending Washington State University in Pullman, I had an appointment to apply for a student loan. Not knowing what to wear, I turned to my roommate for help. “I want to look poor enough to get the loan,” I said.  “No,” she replied, “you want to look rich enough to pay it back.” (Constance L. Barr, in Reader’s Digest)
As a security officer for a defense contractor, I have to make sure all visitors sign in. One day I was in the lobby and noticed an employee’s college-age daughter writing in the visitors’ log. When I checked the log at the end of the day, I noticed her signature. Next to “Purpose of visit” she had written, “To get money from Dad.” (Joseph Hoffler)

The Lord is my banker; my credit is good. He maketh me to lie down in the consciousness of omnipresent abundance; He giveth me the key to His strongbox. He restoreth my faith in His riches; He guideth me in the paths of prosperity for His name's sake. Yea, though I walk in the very shadow of debt, I shall fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy silver and Thy gold, they secure me. Thou preparest a way for me in the presence of the collector; Thou fillest my wallet with plenty; my measure runneth over. Surely goodness and plenty will follow me all the days of my life, and I shall do business in the name of the Lord forever. (Twenty-Third Psalm, revised by Charles Fillmore and printed in Prosperity , p. 69)

Forty-one people have won $1 million or more since the Colorado Lottery started in 1983. All of Colorado's lottery winners are still living, and, surprisingly, most still are working, according to Lottery spokesman Tom Kitts. If there is one common lesson that those winners have learned, it is that a guaranteed income is not a guarantee of happiness. “What the Lotto offers is a chance to win a lot of money," Kitts says. “It doesn't offer an answer to everybody's problems. It brings different responsibilities, and there are some people who have difficulty with them." (Greg Lopez, in Rocky Mountain News , July 29, 1990)

In filling out the loan application, the loan attendant asks the man: “All right, but what if you don't win the lottery?" (The Saturday Evening Post cartoon)
They're going to have a million-dollar lottery in Arkansas. If you win the lottery there, you get one dollar a year for the next million years. (The Saturday Evening Post)
Husband: “I don’t think we are ever going to win the lottery.” Wife: “Oh why?” Husband: “Because I used up all my good luck when I met you!” Wife: “Oh, Darling! That’s ok. I’ll win.” (Chris Browne, in Raising Duncan comic strip)

“I'm beginning to understand exactly how the state lottery helps education," a guy told his neighbor. “Every time I buy a losing ticket, I get a little smarter." (One to One)

Do what you love. The money will follow. Every time I try that, the money can’t keep up! (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)
Luxury lies not in richness and ornateness but in the absence of vulgarity. (Coco Chanel)
It's always a buyer's market -- if you have the money. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Martha Stewart is under house arrest for the next five months. Her activities will be limited to doing things that will make her even richer. (Jay Leno, 2005)

There's something to be said for people who put their money in mattresses. They have something to fall back on. (Delia Sellers, in Abundant Living magazine)

Ethel says to Willy: “To stay on the budget, we're just going to get a little behind in our meals. For example, tonight's dinner we'll have next Thursday." (Joe Martin, in Willy 'N' Ethel comic strip)

The real measure of your wealth is how much you would be worth if you lost all your money. (Bits & Pieces)
The 212-year-old New York Stock Exchange is merging with an all-electronic company so it can make faster trades. This way, instead of waiting hours, you'll be able to lose your money within seconds. (Jay Leno, 2005)
When I called my friend at his dorm room, I was somewhat surprised by his answering-machine message: “Hi, this is Dave," it began. “If it's the phone company, I sent the money. If it's Mom or Dad, please send money. If it's a friend, you still owe me money. If it's financial aid, you didn't loan me enough money. If it's a female, leave a message . . . and don't worry, I've got plenty of money!" (Emily Fasnacht)

A man named Smith, who wished he had a million dollars, awoke one morning and found that his wish had come true. A million dollars in brand new bills was stacked on a table. He sprang out of bed. Bounding across the room, he threw up his window to cry out his good fortune to Jones, who lived next door. To his surprise, Jones said the same thing had happened to him as well as to Brown, who lived on the other side of him. Everybody in the world had been given a million dollars. At first Smith was a little nettled. But he soon got over that. Why shouldn't everyone be as happy as he? Certainly everyone should be happy with a million dollars to spend.
But, as the day wore on, Smith found that this sudden distribution of wealth wasn't spreading happiness at all. He switched on the radio to get the news, but found the radio was dead. All the people at the broadcasting station had quit. Neither was there a morning paper, nor the usual order of milk and rolls. The owner of the corner store had not opened up yet. Why should he, now that he was a “rich man"? Instead of making everybody happy, the distribution of wealth suddenly made everybody miserable. The only result of more money was that everything cost more--labor and materials, tools and goods. It was not real wealth at all, for the riches had taken away man's desire to produce. (Bits & Pieces)

Billy: “How will I know I’m a millionaire? I can only count to 12.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)
Thirty-nine percent of high schoolers say they expect to be millionaires by age 40. Currently, 1.2 percent of American adults are millionaires. (Money, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 1, 2006)

This country's count of millionaires is growing by about 100,000 a year. (L. M. Boyd)

While visiting the Denver Mint, our guide ushered us down a narrow mezzanine overlooking large rooms where huge presses were punching out various denominations of coins into bins. When our guide noted that each bin contained more than $45,000, a woman in our group interrupted. “See, dear," she told her husband, “they do make it faster than I can spend it." (Joseph K. Sfair, in Reader's Digest)

Money may not be everything but it does keep you in touch with your children. (Bits & Pieces)

A salesman was chatting with the owner of a motel. “Business is terrible," said the motel owner. “Really bad!" “But every time I drive by here you have the 'no' vacancy sign on," said the salesman. “That's true," replied the motel owner. “But I used to turn away 30 to 35 people a night. Now, I only turn away ten or 15." (Ohio Motorist)

Billy yells at his little brother: “Not again, PJ! A coin in your mouth!" Billy then says to his mother: “PJ musta heard somebody say, 'Put your money where your mouth is.'" (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)
One night, a mugger jumped into the path of a well-dressed gentleman, relates Luke Swenson from Gillette, Wyoming. “Give me your money!” he demanded. “You can’t do this to me,” the man responded indignantly. “I’m a United States congressman!” “In that case,” the mugger said, “give me my money.” (Country magazine)

The professor of our Introduction to Marketing class was making a point about client needs. As an example, he held up the book required for the course. “When you buy this expensive book, what are you looking for?” he asked. “Good information,” answered one student. “Clarity,” said another.  These responses were followed by silence. Then someone called out, “Resale value.” (Nick Somaiya, in Reader’s Digest)

College student: “Hey, Dad! I’ve got some great news for you!” Father: “What, son?” College student: “Remember that $500 you promised me if I made the Dean’s list?” Father: “I certainly do.” College student: “Well, you get to keep it.” (Denver Rocky Mountain News)

A Tennessean, vacationing in New York, was returning to his hotel late one evening when a man stepped out of a dark doorway. “Hand over your money or I'll blow your brains out," said the man, pointing a gun at the tourist. “Fire away," replied the Tennessean. “I've found out that you can live in this town without brains, but not without money!" (Omega, Georgia, News)

When our son Chris was eight years old, his weekly allowance was never enough. One day he read aloud the nutrition information from a bag of potato chips. “Look, Mom,” he said, “even the USDA recommends daily allowances." (Barbara H. Davis, in Ladies’ Home Journal)

Dogbert: “From now on, I’m going to charge anybody who gives me their opinion. People are idiots. If I have to listen to their opinions, I deserve compensation.” Dilbert: “You’re forgetting that “from the mouth of babes . . . comes . . . something good.” Dogbert: “That’ll cost you a buck.” (Scott Adams, in The Dilbert Zone comic strip)
Organized crime in America takes in more than 40 billion dollars a year and spends very little on office supplies. (Woody Allen, in Catholic Digest)
When my daughter was home during college break, she came in for an eye exam at the optometrist's office that I manage. I gave her some paperwork to fill out, and had to laugh when I read what she had written under method of payment: “My mom." (Shirley Kudrna, in Reader's Digest)
During the college speech course I taught, I spoke about a Chinese student who, after moving to the United States, decided she wanted an English name to honor her new home. “She chose the name Patience," I told the class, “because she wanted to be reminded to be patient. Every time someone called her name, the message was reinforced." I asked the students what names they would select for themselves. After considering the question, one young man raised his hand and said, "Rich." (Joan Walden, in Reader's Digest)
A couple visiting us in Washington, D.C., wanted to see the White House for the first time. At the gate after a long wait, our guest Mary asked the guard, “Do we have to pay?" “Every April 15," he replied. (David Arnold, in Reader's Digest)
Receiving her first paycheck, my teen-age daughter complained to me that the amount was much less than it should be. I looked at it, then carefully explained how Social Security, federal and other taxes were subtracted from her gross pay. “But Mom,” she wailed, “I didn’t give them permission to take those things out of my check!" (Becky Clark, in Reader’s Digest)
Overheard at a California elementary school: “Now remember, class, if you don't learn penmanship, when you grow up you'll have to pay cash for everything.” (Edward T. Graney, in Reader's Digest)

Billy asks Dolly: “How can it be a lucky penny if somebody lost it?” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

My husband and I had just finished tucking our four young ones into bed one evening when we heard sobbing coming from three-year-old Eric’s room. Rushing to his side, we found him crying hysterically. He had accidentally swallowed a penny and was sure he was going to die. No amount of talking could change his mind. Desperate to calm him, my husband palmed a penny that he happened to have in his pocket and pretended to pull it from Eric’s ear. Eric was delighted. In a flash, he snatched it from my husband’s hand, swallowed it and demanded cheerfully, “Do it again, Dad!” (Marcia Wood, in Reader’s Digest)

Dolly asks: “A penny saved is a penny earned, but what can I buy with it?” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

Five percent of the world's people get 75 percent of its income. (L. M. Boyd)

My nine-year-old niece bought me perfume. “This is one of my favorites,” I told her. “How did you know what to buy?” “The man in the shop helped,” she replied. “He did very well. Did he ask what I looked like, or what colors I like to wear, or how old I am?” “No,” she answered. “He asked me how much money I had.” (Winifred Terret)

Neither periods of economic prosperity, nor depressions nor recessions have any influence or dominion in the life of a Truth student. (Harlan M. Oyer)

One day some classmates and I at Kennesaw State College in Marietta, Ga., were lamenting the cost of long-distance phone service and debating the relative advantages of AT&T, MCI and Sprint. “I’ve found CTC to be the cheapest plan around,” offered one of my firends. "CTC?” I asked. “Who are they?” “You know,” he responded. “Call Them Collect.” (Re Thorn, in Reader’s Digest)

The ambition of Pablo Picasso, he once said, was “to live like a poor man with lots of money." (L. M. Boyd)
The car dealer says to Blondie: “Why don't I figure out a nice convenient plan for you? Where you can make, say, four easy payments, of eight thousand dollars each." (Dean Young & Denis Lebrun, in Blondie comic strip)
My wife asked for plastic surgery; I cut up her credit cards. (Rodney Dangerfield)
Money is always there but the pockets change; it is not in the same pockets after a change, and that is all there is to say about money. (Gertrude Stein, American author)
In an exclusive private school near California’s Silicon Valley, a third-grade teacher was lecturing her upper-middle-class students about the less fortunate. She asked them to write an essay on a poor family in the area. One little girl’s paper began: “Once upon a time there was a poor family. The father was poor. The mother was poor. The children were poor. The nannies were poor. The pool man was poor. The personal trainer was poor.” (Rocky Russo, in Reader’s Digest)

The travel agent says to Ziggy: “If that's your budget, we have a plan where you stay at home and we mail you postcards!" (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

A letter written in a childish scrawl came to the post office addressed to “God". A postal employee, not knowing exactly what to do with the letter, opened it and read: “Dear God, my name is Jimmy. I am six years old. My father is dead and my mother is having a hard time raising me and my sister. Would you please send us $500?" The postal employee was touched. He showed the letter to his fellow workers and all decided to kick in a few dollars each and send it to the family. They were able to raise $300. A couple of weeks later they received a second letter. The boy thanked God, but ended with this request: “Next time would you please deliver the money directly to our home? If you send it through the post office they deduct $200." (Bits & Pieces)

“Do you want a boy or a girl?” a friend asked our five-year-old, Ryan, during my wife’s seventh month of pregnancy. By then Ryan had heard the proverbial answer many times. “We don’t care if it is a boy or girl,” he replied, “just as long as it’s wealthy." (Charlie Gill, in Reader’s Digest)
“Doctor, I have a terrible problem," said the patient to the psychiatrist. “What is it?" asked the psychiatrist. “Well, I have a Rolls Royce, a Park Avenue apartment, and I send two sons to private school." “That doesn't sound like a problem. It sounds great." “Not really. I only make $80 a week." (Suzan L. Wiener)
Profits of six U.S. companies to the second: 
General Motors -- $ 218 per second; 
Intel -- $ 113 per second; 
Exxon -- $ 205 per second; 
GE -- $ 208 per second; 
Ford -- $ 131 per second; 
IBM -- $ 132 per second. (World Features Syndicate)
A college public relations class was discussing the dos and don'ts of public speaking. The professor mentioned that one of the no-nos was a man jingling the change in his pocket as he speaks in front of a group, which she said was distracting. Hoping to illustrate her point, she asked for a volunteer, saying, “I need a man with coins in his pocket." From the back of the class a young woman yelled, “Honey, so do I." (Rocky Mountain News)
Billy asks his Dad: “Daddy, could I borrow a quarter and not pay it back?” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)
As a treat, I gave each of my two grandsons a coin to get a trinket from a vending machine. “You gave me the wrong quarter,” Benjamin, 5, grumped. “I wanted the toy Brandon got.” (Kathy Durkin, in Country Woman magazine)

In a rural school the math teacher asked this question: “If your father sold 1,500 bushels of grain for $2.00 a bushel, what would he get?” Tommy answered quickly: “A new car.” (Jeannette Fidell, in Jokes, Jokes, Jokes, p. 106)
After looking at Ziggy's financial statement, the loan officer says to Ziggy: “I'm afraid money is out of the question, but how about a nice ball-point pen?" (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)
A child asked for a raise in allowance. “I'm sorry," replied the child's father. “I don't raise allowances, only children." (Suzan Wiener, in Catholic Digest)
Grandma: “Now look what you've done! This is the third TV remote you've either broken or lost this month. I guess we'll have to go buy another one." Grandpa: “I'm way ahead of you. It's amazing how inexpensive they are when you order in bulk." (Brian Crane, in Pickles comic strip)
My cousin was host of a small-town restaurant. One Sunday morning a family with six children came in, and the parents allowed their young daughter to request a table. “How many people in your party?” my cousin asked. “Eight!” she proudly answered.  “Smoking or nonsmoking?” The girl thought for a moment and then gave a typical large-family answer: “Whatever is the cheapest!” (Charles M. Reid)

A few days before Mother's Day, my husband announced he had to work that Sunday and wouldn't be able to fix me dinner as he usually does. “I have an idea," my teen-age daughter piped up. “I'll take you out to eat." “But the restaurants will be so crowded with all the other mothers," I protested. “Don't worry, Mom," she replied. “Most of them probably won't be eating at McDonald's." (Nancy Dearborn)
The boss says to the employee: “I know you're three weeks away from retirement, but it's either fire you now or I have to fork out for another gold watch." (Jim Unger, in Herman comic strip)
The stock market agent says to the investor: “No, no. I said return on investments, not return of investments!” (Jack Guinan, in The Closing Bell comic strip)

There are people who have money and people who are rich. (Coco Gabrielle Chanel)

How much money do you have to have to be considered rich in today's society? Some say about $1.3 million per family member. Others say about $5 million per family. Some individuals have told me you should have unearned income of about $500,000 per year to be considered rich. But I keep thinking of how many people I know with far more than that who do not seem happy. On the other hand, I know many people who have trouble paying their bills yet are really well-off. If you can share any problem with your wife, you're rich. If you can face your parents and believe you have given back to them even a hint of what they gave you, you're rich. If you can take an afternoon off to go boating with your pal, you're rich. If you can honestly say you have nothing to hide, you are really, really rich. (Benjamin J. Stein, in The American Spectator)

Bank teller says to Ziggy: “Guess what, Sir! We rolled your account over and found somebody else's account underneath it!" (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

After talking with the bank teller, Ziggy says to himself: “I just rolled over my account, and now it's playing dead!" (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

Financial consultant: “I did warn you that investing could be like a roller coaster." Ernest: “I thought you meant I'd get back to where I started." (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)

It might be proven that money is the root of all good. (Ivy Conner)

A fat lady got on a scale and the hand went all the way around. The little girl watching gasped and said, “Don't tell me you get all that for a penny." (C. Kennedy)

Dollars and sense should go together. (Bits & Pieces)
Money is like a sixth sense without which you cannot make a complete use of the other five. (W. Somerset Maugham, author)
Money is a terrible master but an excellent servant. (P. T. Barnum)

We shall serve for the joy of serving, prosperity shall flow to us and through us in unending streams of plenty. (Charles Fillmore)

A former co-worker told her husband that she needed to do something about her shape. “You're fine," said her spouse. “You have a million-dollar figure already." “Yeah," my friend replied, “but I've got it in all the wrong banks. (Mary L. Adams)

The man asks his wife: “Rose, where's that shoestring you always say we're operating on?" (The Lutheran Witness)

As the boy makes a presentation to his class at school he says: “Today for show-and-tell I brought in some stuff me and my brother Royboy melted. As you can see, melting stuff changes it and makes it so you can’t recognize it, and this my friends, is cool!  Items displayed will soon be available for purchase on eBay.” (Rick Stromoski, in Soup to Nutz comic strip)

Some newly rich people, who'd never before been sick, come down with a whole string of maladies after they've made a lot of money. So common is this phenomenon that psychiatrists have come up with this term for the ailment: “Affluenza." (L. M. Boyd)
Son: “Mom, can I borrow fifteen bucks?" Mom: “What for?" Son: “There's a good song on this CD." Mom: “One song? Can't you just down-load it?" Son: “I thought you said that was stealing." Mom: “It is stealing, but putting out a fifteen-dollar CD with one good song on it is grand theft!" (Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman, in Zits comic strip)
The 212-year-old New York Stock Exchange is merging with an all-electronic company so it can make faster trades. This way, instead of waiting hours, you'll be able to lose your money within seconds. (Jay Leno, 2005)

Today's stock market report: Helium was up, feathers were down. Paper was stationary. Fluorescent tubing was dimmed in light trading. Knives were up sharply. Cows steered into a bull market. Pencils lost a few points. Hiking equipment was trailing. Elevators rose, while escalators continued their slow decline. Weights were up in heavy trading. Light switches were off. Mining equipment hit rock bottom. Diapers remain unchanged. Shipping lines stayed at an even keel. The market for raisins dried up. Coca Cola fizzled. (Rocky Mountain News)

A teenager came to his father and said, “Dad, don’t you think it’s time I stood on my own two feet? Don’t you think I should face the world and handle my own problems?” “Yes, son, I do,” answered the father proudly.  “Well, I can’t do it on the allowance I get now!” (The American Legion magazine)

Congress faced an unusual problem during the administration of Andrew Jackson in 1836. The government had accumulated a surplus of $37 million, and Congress debated what to do with it. On June 23 of that year, Congress voted to refund the money to the states in proportion to their representation in Congress. The next year the panic of 1837 hit the country and revenues decreased. Never again would the federal government have money left over after paying all obligations. The federal deficit started, and it has never been eliminated. (Charles Reichblum)

The lady goes to the counter and tells the bank teller: “I'd like to switch my checking account to one with money in it." (The Saturday Evening Post cartoon)

The bank teller says to Ernest: “We recommend you switch to traveler's checks, Sir. Your personal checks keep leaving home without enough money." (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)

Patient: “Do you have any patients who suffer from 'Sudden Wealth Syndrome,' Dr. Kapuchnik?" Doctor: “A few." Patient: “Could you ask around and see if anybody wants to trade neuroses?" (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)

Wife: “Ralph, we should go to Tahiti!" Ralph: “Do I look like I'm made out of money?" Wife, observing his large body, says back to her husband: “If you were made out of money, we'd be billionaires!" (Kevin Fagan, in Drabble comic strip)
Money talks because there are so many people eager to listen. (Grit)
Ziggy: “They say 'money talks'! I guess that explains why my salary is such a joke!" (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)
April 15, tax day -- the day when most Americans realized just how expensive it is to bring democracy to the Middle East. It's the day the government takes 40 percent of what you make. The other 60 percent is taken by the gas station. (Jay Leno, 2005)

U.S. Treasury Department has an interesting definition for the word “tax": “A compulsory payment for which no specific benefit is received." (L. M. Boyd)

April 15, tax day -- the day when most Americans realized just how expensive it is to bring democracy to the Middle East. It's the day the government takes 40 percent of what you make. The other 60 percent is taken by the gas station. (Jay Leno, 2005)

Mr. Wilson says to Mrs. Wilson: “I still think the Mitchell’s should have let us claim Dennis as a tax deduction.” (Hank Ketcham,, in Dennis the Menace comic strip)

It is easier to pay taxes on the money you have, than to pay no taxes on the money you don't have! (Larry Winget, in Money Stuff , p. 88)

One says to another: “I’ve discovered that one very effective way to lower your taxes is to make no money. (Dan Piraro, in Bizarro comic strip)
A nervous taxpayer was unhappily conversing with the IRS tax auditor who had come to review his records. At one point the auditor exclaimed, “Mr. Carr, we feel it is a great privilege to be allowed to live and work in the USA. As a citizen you have an obligation to pay taxes, and we expect you to eagerly pay them with a smile.” “Thank goodness,” returned Mr. Carr, with a giant grin on his face from ear to ear. “I thought you were going to want me to pay with cash.” (S.C.U.C.A. Regional Reporter)

A Salt Lake City CPA firm advertises its tax-preparation services with the phrase “When you care enough to send the very least..." (Reader's Digest)

When our granddaughter visited the dentist, he informed her that she had only two baby teeth left. “Well," she replied philosophically, “there goes my main source of income." (Martha Heil, in Reader's Digest)

Ohio State Treasurer J. Kenneth Blackwell could not be present to accept a community-service award from the Cincinnati Urban League, so his 12-year-old daughter, Kristin, filled in. She explained that she was grateful to receive the honor on his behalf and added that taxpayers could be assured that he would keep the state’s money safe. “I am here to give you firsthand testimony that he is a tightfisted, penny-pinching conservative bean counter,” Kristin said. “I know--I haven’t had a cost-of-living increase in my allowance since I was five years old.” (James Bradshaw) 

Grandma: “A penny for your thoughts." Billy: “I was thinkin' I wish I had a dime." (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

The bank teller says to Ziggy: “Money's tight right now, Sir. If you want to open a new account, you'll have to give us a toaster!" (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

My grandson Andrew was thrilled with the money he found under his pillow after he lost his first tooth. “Now I know what the tooth fairy looks like!" he announced. “Oh?" said his mother, thinking he must have seen her slipping the money under his pillow. Andrew held up his shiny one-dollar coin with the profile of Susan B. Anthony on it. “See! There she is!" (Margaret Stringer, in Reader's Digest)

When my six-year-old son put a tooth under his pillow, I emptied all the coins out of my pocket in exchange for it. “Look what the tooth fairy left!” he exclaimed the next morning. “Fifty cents plus three cents tax.” (Bruce Underwood, in Reader’s Digest)
My friend's Uncle Appleton was an old-time Yankee trader. One day he was haggling with a fellow while a neighbor looked on. Uncle Appleton agreed to sell a crosscut saw for a low price, and the customer left with it, saying he'd pay later. The neighbor asked Appleton why he had quit dickering so soon, since he could have gotten a higher price. "Well," came the reply, "he probably won't pay me, and I'd rather he owed me a little than a lot." (Shirley White, in Reader's Digest)
Ziggy says to the bank teller: “It's nothing personal. I just want to transfer my account to another bank because I need a new toaster!" (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)
The travel agent says to Ziggy: “If that's your budget, we have a plan where you stay at home and we mail you postcards!" (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

After returning from trick-or-treating the little girl thinks to herself: “A penny. A tic tac.  A life-saver. A stick of gum. Boy, trick-or-treating during a recession is a real drag.” (Steve Breen, in Grand Avenue comic strip)
If money grew on trees, it might not be such a problem getting someone to take the leaves. (Lorene Workman)
I always keep track of whatever I bring to a party. If I had a dollar for every piece of Tupperware I never got back . . . I'd have $13. (Will (Eric McCormack) on Will and Grace)
While I waited for my obstetrics appointment, an excited patient bolted into the room. “Honey,” the woman cried to her husband, who was setting with their little girl. “We’re having twins!” “Good, Mommy,” their daughter said. “Buy one, get one free!" (Cynthia A. Smith, in Reader’s Digest) 

Just before payday, I asked my wife what we could do that was both unusual and cheap. Our teen-age son, overhearing the conversation, said, “Why not pay my allowance?" (Kyle D. Pratt, in Reader’s Digest)

My friend Michele and her husband, Don, were discussing their upcoming vacation. She said she'd like to buy a book to help them decide where to go. Don left the room and came back with their checkbook. “Here, read this," he told her. “It says we should stay home!" (Alise Archer, in Reader's Digest)

One child says to another child: “If my parents knew the value of a dollar, my allowance would be a lot more than 50 cents." (The Saturday Evening Post cartoon)

One night while I was watching a television news program with my eight-year-old son, the newscaster reporting on the stock market said, “The value of the dollar is up.” The boy turned to me and asked what that meant. The best explanation I could come up with was that you could now buy more with a dollar than you used to. My son looked thoughtful for a few moments and then asked, “Do the stores know about this?” (Carolyn Murphy, in Reader’s Digest)

Teacher: “OK, everyone, I made a little voting booth for the big election today. As I call your name, go into the booth, mark your selection, put the paper in the ballot box, then go sit down.” Student: “Mr. D. can I pass out pencils for my classmates to use in the voting booth?” Teacher: “I don’t believe this. You taped a dollar bill around each pencil?” Student: “I would’ve used fives but the donuts I bought everyone this morning wiped me out.” (Steve Breen, in Grand Avenue comic strip)

A man was watching his young nephew play a war game at the beach with some other little kids in their sand forts. “Stevie," the uncle called, “if you take those other kids' fort in the next 15 minutes, I'll give you a dollar." About three minutes later, the boy ran up to his uncle with the news that the kids in the other fort had surrendered. “Here's your dollar," said the uncle. “But how did you manage it so quickly." “I offered the enemy a quarter," Stevie answered, “and they surrendered." (Funny, Funny World)

My husband was a college student, and money was tight for our family of seven. Attending a friend’s wedding, our four-year-old daughter, Christy, was sitting next to me when the minister said, “Do you take this man for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health?” Our daughter turned to me and said in a loud whisper, “You picked poorer, didn’t you Mom?” (Linda L. Conner, in Reader’s Digest)
Wedding rings derive from the ancient Egyptian custom of placing ring-money (rings used as money) on the bride’s finger to indicate that she was endowed with her husband’s wealth. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 167)

Spend not where you may save; spare not where you must spend. (John Ray)

While visiting the Butchart Gardens near Victoria, British Columbia, I stopped to rest at a wishing well. Several children came up and dropped coins into the well, whispering aloud their wishes. “I wish I had a puppy,” said one. “I wish I had a race car,” said another. At last one boy about ten years of age came up and looked thoughtfully into the well. Then grudgingly, he tossed in his coin and muttered, “I wish I had a magnet.” (Sharon Lewsadder, in Reader’s Digest) 

A man using a bank's automatic teller machine received his cash and then sneezed twice. “You must be allergic to money," said the woman behind him. “No," came the quick reply. “I just suffer from withdrawal symptoms." (Nigel Renton)

More and more economists are coming to agree that this word economy does not refer to a monolithic entity but rather to a financial climate chiefly influenced by the collective consciousness of the populace. This is why the economist has such a difficult time predicting economic trends, because no one really knows how 200 million people are going to feel tomorrow morning. (Eric Butterworth, in Spiritual Economics)

The word prosperity comes from the Latin root which literally translates: "according to hope" or “to go forward hopefully." Thus it is not so much a condition in life as it is an attitude toward life. (Eric Butterworth, in Spiritual Economics , p. xiv)

As the father takes money from the ATM machine the child says: “Why do you hafta go to work, Daddy, if you can get money here?" (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

The word “worship" comes from an old English word meaning “worth"; thus, it indicates the “courtesy or reverence paid to worth." What is it you value more than anything else in the world? Whatever you value supremely is your god, speaking functionally. (Fred Cloud, in Dethrone Your Modern Idols) 

In my Real Wealth seminars, I walk among the participants and randomly ask several of them how much money they made last year. The room grows incredibly quiet. The tension in the air becomes so thick that many people actually stop breathing. After several people haltingly answer my question, I tell them to notice how they feel. I tell them to breathe again. Then I ask, “Why is it such a big deal how much money you or someone else made last year?" The answer is that we mistake our own worth as human beings for our net worth as human beings. The two are not really related. Yet, when we confuse the two we become very defensive and uptight. It makes learning much more difficult. (Jonathan Robinson)

When your children are young, your finances, furniture, and china all go broke. (Jacqueline Schiff, in The Saturday Evening Post)
*************************************************************
It was not wealth Jesus condemned but the methods by which it was acquired and the greed in hoarding it.  (George M. Lamsa, in Gospel Light)


