Reality

What we call reality is an agreement that people have arrived at to make life more livable. (Louise Nevelson, Russian-American artist)

If reality were always pleasant, always clear, or even always interesting, it wouldn’t be what it is. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

The real is always way ahead of what we can imagine. (Paul Auster, novelist)

Sometimes the appropriate response to reality is to go insane. (Philip K. Dick)

The things we hate about ourselves aren’t more real than the things we like about ourselves. (Ellen Goodman, columnist)

From the time of the ancient Greek philosophers on, it was held that the atom was the smallest building block of matter. Physicists discovered the existence of sub-atomic particles in the 19th century, but recent findings about the nature of sub-atomic particles have shattered old maps of reality. Sub-atomic particles have been found to have no location in space and time, therefore they do not really exist, as we normally term existence. (Gregory Barrette)

A couple of months after President Reagan’s inaugural, former Vice President Walter Mondale was sitting in a San Francisco TV studio in a small holding room, waiting to be interviewed on a morning talk show. Two other interviewees were also waiting for their appearances. As Mondale described the scene: “I asked them why they were on the program. The guy ahead of me was on because he’d run an ad in the San Francisco Chronicle looking for a wife. The guy after me was on because, the day before, he’d jumped off a 50-foot platform into a bathtub full of snakes. “I suddenly realized I was back in reality.” (Nina Totenberg, in Parade magazine)

Why should I believe in reality, when there’s so much else I’d rather believe in? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Reality is just a crutch for people who can’t deal with drugs. (Robin Williams)

If someone tells you he is going to make “a realistic decision,” you immediately understand that he is going to do something bad. (Mary McCarthy, author)

Lucy: Dear Grandma, I had a very nice birthday. Thank you for the doll. It is very real. In fact, it is a little too real. When I go some place, I have to hire a sitter!” (Charles M. Schulz, in Peanuts comic strip)

All my dreams have come and gone, except one: a dream called reality. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

People get divorced and quit jobs for the same reason, says one authority: “Their experience didn’t match their ideal.” Trick is to revamp your ideal, if possible, instead of your circumstance. That’s what survivors do. (L. M. Boyd)

You’ve got to keep selling yourself a bill of goods, and some people are better at lying to themselves than others. If you face reality too much, it kills you. (Woody Allen)

In 1992, MTV’s Real World became the first American “reality” show. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 16)

Goodnight, reality – see you in the morning. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Ziggy to doctor: “Put me in touch with reality? Do you have something less drastic than that?” (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

Human beings are interested in two things. They are interested in reality and interested in telling about it. (Gertrude Stein)

To be a realist in Israel, you have to believe in miracles. (David Ben Gurion)

The evening news is so depressing. It makes me long for the fake, fantasy world of ‘reality’ shows. (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)

Sometimes you have to look reality in the eye, and deny it. (Garrison Keillor)

NBC aired 10.5, a disaster movie about an earthquake that hits the West Coast. Have you noticed only bad actors are affected by a disaster in a TV movie. Earthquakes never hit where Meryl Streep or Russell Crowe are. It’s always Eric Estrada trapped under something heavy. Scientists reportedly are upset about 10.5 because they say it’s not realistic. Hey, we have reality shows where beautiful women date big, fat, hairy guys. Now that realistic! (Jay Leno, 2004)

One thing about reality: it’s never too good to be true. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Reality has no intention of hurting you – in fact, reality may have no intentions at all. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Nothing is really real unless it happens on television. (Daniel J. Boorstin, former Librarian of Congress)

When I taught the introduction-to-theater course at North Dakota State University, I required my students to attend the university theater’s current production and write a critique. After viewing a particularly fine performance, one student wrote: “The play was so real, I thought I was actually sitting on my coach at home, watching it on television.” (M. Joy Erickson, in Reader’s Digest)

Reality is something you rise above. (Liza Minnelli)

Sooner or later all science fiction comes true. (J. G. Ballard, author)

Most people don’t act stupid – it’s the real thing! (Kathy Wolfe, in Tidbits)

Nothing real can be threatened. (On a Tara Singh seminar flier, a teacher of A Course In Miracles)

An Italian woman called police to report that virtual burglars broke into the virtual home she maintains in an online game and stole her virtual furniture. Paola Letizia, 44, said she spent $140 of real money furnishing and decorating her virtual apartment in the Facebook game Pet Society, and that the hackers who got into her account and removed the furniture committed a real-world crime. “I don’t think it matters that the apartment only exists in Facebook,” said Letizia. “It is real to mer, and I have suffered a real loss.” (The Week magazine, December 24, 2010 – January 7, 2011)

The wallpaper with which men of science have covered the world of reality is falling to tatters. (Henry Miller, writer)

Reality is what I see, not what you see. (Anthony Burgess, English novelist, critic, screenwriter and composer)
Physicists have found that if they seek to measure a particle as a wave, not a particle, the particle “becomes” a wave and ceases to be a particle. But if they seek to measure it as a particle, it ceases to be measurable as a wave, and “becomes” a particle. In other words, reality is what we say it is. From this, physicists have decided that the scientist cannot call himself “the observer” of an experiment, but instead becomes “the participant.” Nothing is real, apart from what we create. (Gregory Barrette)

If life’s not real, why worry? If it is real, I should have started worrying much sooner. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Something must be wrong – everything’s beginning to look real. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
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