Reincarnation

Simon Heh was just a precocious five-year-old living with his family in Southern California in late 1992. Then a Tibetan Buddhist monk discovered the boy and became convinced that Heh had a clear past-life connection with Lobsang Phakpa, a lama who disappeared in China 30 years ago and was presumed dead. Since then, the worlds of religion and media have arrived on Simon Heh’s doorstep. It’s not unusual for Tibetan Buddhists to find five- and six-year-old (or even younger) reincarnations of respected holy men – but not in America. Heh has been given a new name – Sangyal Dorje – a new future and a media handle: boy lama. Soon he will leave for two or three decades of study in an Indian monastery. Raised a Buddhist, the boy prays, but knows little of the Buddhist belief that all minds are continually reborn as other minds. He doesn’t comprehend karma. When asked if he knows what a lama does, he replies, “Not really.” (Carla Hall, in Washington Post)

My dad believes in reincarnation, so in his will he left everything to himself. (Jackie Graziano, in Reader’s Digest)

Say, Lord to me . . . say, did my infancy succeed another age of mine that died before it? Was it that which I spent within my mother’s womb . . . and what before that life again. O God, my joy, was I anywhere or in any body? For this I have none, to tell me, neither father nor mother, nor experience of others, nor mine own memory. (The Confessions of St. Augustine)

I didn’t believe in reincarnation when I was here before either. (Leary)

At the beauty parlor: “I don’t mind him being born again – but did he have to come back as himself?” (Quoted by James Dent, in Charleston, W.Va. Gazette))

The only survival I can conceive is to start a new earth cycle again.

(Thomas Edison)

It is the secret of the world that all things subsist and do not die; but only retire a little from sight and afterwards return again. (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

When man loses his body by death, the law of expression works within him for re-embodiment, or reincarnation, and he takes advantage of the Adam method of generation to regain a body. (Charles Fillmore)

I believe that we are here now and will come back again. I adopted the theory of reincarnation when I was 26. The discovery of reincarnation put my mind at ease. (Henry Ford)

Not many of us, anticipating a long life, would care to write our own epitaphs at a young age, but Ben Franklin did when he was 22 years old. He imagined that his aged printer’s body would be like an old, worn-out book but that after dying, the work would appear “in a new and more perfect Edition, corrected and amended by the Author” – a clever way to look at life after death. Years later, Ben wrote an epitaph for a pet squirrel named Skugg: “Here Skugg, Lies snug, As a bug, In a rug.” Ben’s epitaph for himself was not used when he died in 1790. (Ben Franklin’s Almanac, p. 364)

Forget not that I shall come back to you. A little while, a moment of rest upon the wind, and another woman shall bear me. (Kahlil Gibran)

Mission accomplished – but will consider reincarnation. (Alexandra Liosatos, in O magazine)

So as through a glass and darkly, the age-long strife I see where I fought in many guises, many names – but always me. So forever in the future, shall I battle as of yore dying to be born a fighter, but to die again once more. (General George Patton)

Knowledge easily acquired is that which the enduring self had in an earlier life, so that it flows back easily. (Plato)

It is mere idleness to say that I had not live before – that the soul has no previous existence. (Edgar Allan Poe)

Why should it be thought incredible that the same soul should inhabit in succession an indefinite number of mortal bodies? Even during this one life our bodies are perpetually changing though by a process of decay and restoration which is so gradual that it escapes our notice. Every human being thus dwells successively in many bodies, even during one short life. (Francis Bowen, in Christian Metempsychosis)

The idea of reincarnation contains a most comforting explanation of reality. (Albert Schweitzer)

The study of reincarnation is not profitable to the student of higher thought. Not what you have been but what you now are is the issue.  (Charles Fillmore)

The first time I was in Egypt was four or five thousand years ago. I am speaking of a former state of existence of mine, perhaps my earliest reincarnation; indeed I think it was the earliest. (Mark Twain)

It is not more surprising to be born twice than once, everything in nature is resurrection. (Voltaire)
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