Respect

Respect those who labor among you,

esteem them very highly in love because of their work.

Be at peace among yourselves.

(1 Thessalonians 5:12-13)

The cheapest and easiest thing in the world is to show your authority. You can show your authority till doomsday, and make people fear it, too; but you will never make them respect it. (Henry Ford)

Mother to daughter: “What kind of person is your new boyfriend? Is he respectable?” “Of course he is, Mom. He’s thrifty, doesn’t drink or smoke, has a very nice wife and three well-behaved children.” (Lea Berner, in Reader’s Digest)

If a nation does maintain a strong respect for its parents, no matter what difficulties it may face, that nation ultimately survives. For example, the Chinese have had the longest continuous civilization of any peoples on the face of the earth. Few people have ever had to face a harder struggle for survival than the Chinese – famine, internal and external wars, revolution, and overpopulation. But through it all the Chinese have resolutely honored their parents. Even today it is so ingrained within their culture to be considered almost a religion. Perhaps nothing characterizes Chinese society more than the love Chinese parents have for their children and the deep respect children show toward elderly people. (Richard Ames, in The Plain Truth magazine)
In the year 498 B.C., in the city of Chung-tu, a new Minister of Crime was appointed. Crime vanished overnight. Legend has it that nobody wanted to commit a crime because every man-jack in Chung-tu idolized the minister. The minister’s name was Confucius. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 46)

We tend to forget that criticism sometimes expresses greater respect than praise. It is surely more of an honor than flattery. As a professor, you challenge a student because you consider her capable of learning. You question her premises because you think she’s game enough to re-examine them. (Wendy Kaminer, in The Atlantic Monthly)

They’ve great respect for the dead in Hollywood, but none for the living. (Errol Flynn)

There is one other reason for dressing well, namely that dogs respect it, and will not attack you in good clothes. (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

I respect faith, but doubt is what gives you an education. (Wilson Mizner)

We get into the habit of acquiescence and then we turn it into a virtue by calling it “good nature.” But it isn’t a virtue; it’s fear of being assertive, a fear of conflict. The ego grows on conflict. The stronger the ego gets, the more your self-respect grows. And the more self-respect you have, the more willing you will be to listen to your inner self. (Dr. Alexander Reid Martin, in Reader’s Digest)

BLACK IS BEAUTIFUL: On the wall of his office hangs a testimonial of which Dr. William J. Settle, administrative coordinator of Los Angeles City Schools Specially Funded Programs, is very proud. It was presented to him by the student body cabinet of Jordan High school where, from 1964 to 1967, Dr. Settle served as principal. Hand set and printed by students, it praises Dr. Settle for his “sincere respect for the dignity of each student in a manner devoid of prejudice” and confers upon him the distinction of “Honorary Negro.” (Morris Bender, in Catholic Digest)

The way to procure insults is to submit to them. A man meets with no more respect then he exacts. (William Hazlitt)

A sect in southern India, the Todas, pay deepest respect to one of their highest officials, the holy milkman, whose job it is to supervise the sacred dairy. He must be celibate, he can never cut his hair or clip his nails, and ordinary customers may approach him only on Mondays and Thursdays and never, NEVER, touch his person. That, apparently, would curdle the milk. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 20)

Overheard: “If the younger generation knew just how much the older generation had to have on the ball just to be old, we’d get more respect. (Robert Sylvester, Chicago Tribune-New York News Syndicate)

Among individuals, as among nations, peace is the respect of others' rights. (Benito Juarez, Mexican statesman)

Respect is if you’re having a political argument with someone, just before you get to the point where you call them a fascist, you sort of step back and wonder how on earth they’ve ended up at this point of complete ignorance and stupidity. (Thom Yorke, musician)

Rodney Dangerfield still gets no respect. “I spent $400 for my kid to learn karate,” Rodney says. “Now he tells me to eat my vegetables.” (Quoted by Don Freeman, in San Diego Union)

The eight-year-old Albert Schweitzer was once persuaded by a friend to accompany him to catch birds. Not only did he refuse to shoot any birds but he also frightened them away to safety. He carried his maxim “reverence for life” to such extremes that even in the African bush when hammering pylons into the ground he would first check to make sure that no ants, beetles or other insects would be destroyed by his doing so. (Peter Liefhebber)

You can tell all you need to about a society from how it treats animals and beaches. (Frank Deford, in Sports Illustrated)

Recently, on a subway, I got up and gave my seat to a lady who was holding on to a strap. She was rather surprised and said to me, “Why did you do that?” Seeing that she was incapable of understanding a spiritual reason, I said to her, “Madam, I tell you, ever since I was a little boy, I have had an infinite respect for a woman with a strap in her hand.” (Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, in Catholic Digest)

The respect of those you respect is worth more than the applause of the multitude. (Arnold Glasow, author)
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