Responsibility

A landmark bankruptcy reform cleared its last hurdle in the Senate, paving the way for the most sweeping overhaul of bankruptcy law in 27 years. The legislation, expected to glide to approval in the House of Representatives, would make it harder for people declaring bankruptcy to get most of their debt erased. It would require that the bankrupt pay back at least part of the money they’ve spent or borrowed over a period of years. (The Week magazine, March 18, 2005)
Hagar: “This is my valuable assistant Lucky Eddie! He carries a lot of responsibility into battle!” Servant: “What’s in the bag?” Hagar: “My lunch.” (Dik Browne, in Hagar The Horrible comic strip)
The florist shop where I work was in a state of frenzy the day before Mother’s Day. The workroom in the back bore evidence of our frantic, efforts – trash-littered floor, overflowing refuse cans, containers of newly arrived flowers. We noticed a five-year-old boy surveying the chaotic scene. One of the designers smiled at him and said, “Hi, you looking for a job? We need someone to put flowers away, sweep the floor and empty trash.” For a moment he just stood there, eyes big, taking in every detail. As he ran back to the showroom, we heard him call, “Hey, Mom, they need you in there!” (Marie Womack, in Reader’s Digest)
Every private citizen has a public responsibility. (Myra Janco Daniels, in Newsweek)
In dreams begin responsibility. (Pindar)
In dreams begins responsibility. (William Butler Yeats)
You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today. (Abraham Lincoln)

After the age of 40, every man is responsible for his own face. (Albert Camus)
Frank says to the IRS man: “I don’t want to pay my fair share of taxes. I want to pay someone else’s fair share.” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)

Nothing keeps a person’s feet on the ground like having a little responsibility placed on his or her shoulders. (Bits & Pieces)
I just wish the crocus, the tulips, and other early spring flowers would leave their hibernation sanctuary and rise to the occasion. (Bob Schirm)
We are responsible for each other, but that doesn’t necessarily mean that you are my fault. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
Comedian Jackie Gleason was just getting started in his career when he found himself unable to pay the rent at the seaside boardinghouse where he was staying. To sneak out without paying, he lowered his suitcase out his window to a waiting friend, then walked out of the house in his swimsuit as if he were going to the beach. Years later, he returned to pay the debt he owed and nearly gave the landlady a heart attack. “Oh my lord,” she exclaimed, “I thought you were drowned!” (Ben Franklin’s Almanac)
When government accepts responsibility for people, then people no longer take responsibility for themselves. (George Pataki)
The government is like a baby’s alimentary canal, with a happy appetite at one end and no responsibility at the other. (Ronald Reagan)

Most of us can read the handwriting on the wall; we just assume it’s addressed to somebody else. (Ivern Ball, in National Enquirer)
Few things help an individual more than to place responsibility upon him, and to let him know that you trust them. (Booker T. Washington)
An idea isn’t responsible for the people who believe in it. (Don Marquis)

The average age at which an Italian child leaves his parents’ home is 28. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, April 28, 2006)

Boss to employee: “We’ve decided, Sherman, to give you more responsibility. From now on, you’ll be responsible for everything that goes wrong.” (Marty Lowe, in The Wall Street Journal)
The only responsibility we ever have to other human beings is to love and nurture them as they are right now. (Shirley Briggs)
Woman: “Not only is it illegal to have parties like this, Pierce, it’s also incredibly risky! Your parents will be held responsible for anything that happens on these premises!” Pierce: “That’s not fair!” Woman: “Well, that’s the way it is.” Pierce: “I do all the work and they get all the credit?” (Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman, in Zits comic strip)
Our real responsibility is to our inner world. No matter what happens outside, we are the caretakers of an inner sanctuary, where no changing events have the power to sway us from manifesting a vision. (Alan Cohen)
Heredity is a splendid phenomenon that relieves us of responsibility for our shortcomings. (Doug Larson)

You can’t run a society or cope with its problems if people are not held accountable for what they do. (John Leo, in U.S. News & World Report)
Should I pay the bills, wash the windows, do the grocery shopping? Or race toward a blazing sunset, well beyond the horizon into the arms of uncertainty! At least alter egos shirk responsibility with flair! (Pat Brady & Don Wimmer, in Rose Is Rose comic strip)

A father said to his son, “I hear you skipped school to play football.” His son answered, “No I didn’t, and I have the fish to prove it!” (Tidbits)
No snowflake in an avalanche ever feels responsible. (Stanislaw Jerzy Lec, Polish writer)
Officials in Philadelphia were astonished last week to receive a letter and payment from a motorist who had been given a speeding ticket on July 15, 1954. John Gedge, an English tourist, had been visiting the City of Brotherly Love when he was cited for speeding in Fairmount Park. The penalty was $15, but George forgot about it for almost 52 years, when he discovered the ticket in an old coat. “I thought, Blimey, I’ve got to pay it,” said Gedge, 84, who now lives in a nursing home in East Essex. “Englishmen pay their debts.” City officials plan to frame the five-pound note George sent, rather than cash it, but Gedge says it doesn’t matter to him. “My conscience is clear.” (The Week magazine, June 30, 2006)
To be a spiritual person is not to be afraid of responsibility. (Rabbi David Hartman)
The prospective father-in-law asked his daughter’s fiancé, “Young man, are you able to support a family?” The surprised groom-to-be replied, “Well, no. I was just planning to support your daughter. The rest of you will have to fend for yourselves.” (The Amnerican Legion magazine)
It is our responsibilities, not ourselves, that we should take seriously. (Peter Ustinov)
Good week for: Consistency, when Richard Knoebel, chief of police in Kewaskum, Wisconsin, wrote himself a $235 traffic ticket for passing a stopped school bus. Knoebel said he didn’t see the bus on the other side of the road until he had passed it, but wouldn’t accept that excuse from another motorist. “I shouldn’t be any different,” he said. (The Week magazine, February 16, 2007)
Many years ago Albert Schweitzer told a beautiful parable concerning our responsibilities to others. He told about a flock of wild geese that had settled to rest on a pond. One of the flock had been captured by a gardener, who had clipped his wings before releasing it. When the geese started to resume their flight, this one tried frantically, but vainly, to lift itself into the air. The others, observing his struggles, flew about in obvious efforts to encourage him, but it was no use. Thereupon, the entire flock settled back on the pond and waited, even though the urge to go on was strong within them. For several days they waited until the damaged feather had grown sufficiently to permit the goose to fly. Meanwhile, the unethical gardener, having been converted by the ethical geese, gladly watched them as they finally rose together and all resumed their long flight. (Dynamic Preaching)
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