Seek First

They that seek the Lord

shall not want any good thing.

(Jeremiah 33:3)

But lay up for yourselves a treasure in heaven,
where neither rust nor moth destroys
and where thieves do not break through and steal. 
(St. Matthew 6:20)
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

And all these things shall be added to you.

(St. Matthew 6:33)
Our fathers did not eat manna in the desert;
as it is written,
He gave them bread from heaven to eat.
(St. John 6)
Strive for the greater gifts.

And I will show you a still more excellent way.

(1 Corinthians 12:31)


Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you will get neither. (C. S. Lewis)
He who makes a paradise of his bread makes a hell of his hunger. (Antonio Porchia)
People want to know how much you care before they care how much you know. (James F. Hind, in The Wall Street Journal)

Civilization is a limitless multiplication of unnecessary necessities. (Mark Twain)
It’s more important to click with people than to click the shutter. (Alfred Eisenstaedt, philosopher)

You can’t build a great company without great people. But how do you know them when you see them? Over the past few years, a number of companies in a wide range of industries – from airlines to steel, computers to hotels – have asked themselves what separates their winners from their losers, good hires from bad, and they all arrived at the same answer: what people know is less important than who they are. Hiring, they believe, is not about finding people with the right experience, it’s about finding people with the right mind-set. These companies hire for attitude and train for skill. (Peter Carbonara, in Fast Company)

Don’t wait for a crisis to discover what is important in your life. (Land Title Insurance Company calendar)
As a physician who has been deeply privileged to share the most profound moments of people’s lives, including their final moments, let me tell you a secret. People facing death don’t think about what degrees they have earned, what positions they have held or how much wealth they have accumulated. At the end, what really matters – and is a good measure of a past life – is who you loved and who loved you. The circle of love is everything. (Dr. Bernadine Healy)

Nothing in this world, including a great family life, is of ultimate significance. Our earthly existence, and that of our children, is first and foremost about one thing only: loving God with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind, and with all our strength. (Ray Seldomridge)
If people are good only because they fear punishment, and hope for reward, then we are a sorry lot indeed. (Albert Einstein)
Many consumer goods thought of as luxuries 10 years ago are now considered necessities, a Pew Research Center study found. Among them: cell phones, home computers, and microwave ovens. “The more of these goods you have and the more available they are,” says Pew’s Paul Taylor, “the more you feel you need.” (USA Today, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 29, 2006)
Regardless of what you’ve lost, what matters is what you do with what you have left. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

What we are hereafter depends upon what we are after here. (Bill R. Austin, in Clouds Without Water)
One truth stands firm. Al that happens in world history rests on something spiritual. If the spiritual is strong, it creates world history. If it is weak, it suffers world history. (Albert Schweitzer)

When Yankees fan Christian Lopez caught shortstop Derek Jeter’s historic 3,000th hit at Yankee Stadium last week, he could have sold the ball on the memorabilia market for an estimated $250,000. Instead he returned the ball to multimillionaire Jeter. “I just really wanted to give it back for everything the guy has done for us,” said Lopez, 23, who works for Verizon. He was rewarded with tickets to the rest of the Yankees’ 32 home games this season, but for Lopez, that wasn’t the point. “The experience is just priceless,” he said. “It’s Jeter’s day, but I’m right there with him. It can’t get any better than that.” (The Week magazine, July 22, 2011)

It is good to have an end to journey toward; but it is the journey that matters, in the end. (Ursula K. LeGuin)

The Beloved looks less at the grandeur of our deeds than at the love with which we perform them. (St. Teresa of Avila)
It isn’t so much what’s on the table that matters, as what’s on the chairs. (W. S. Gilbert, of Gilbert & Sullivan)

The meaning of earthly existence lies not, as we have grown used to thinking, in our prosperity but in the development of our souls. (Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Russian author)
The principality of Monaco is the only country in the world whose orchestra is bigger than its defense force. There are 85 musicians in the National Orchestra and 82 men in the military. (Sunday Express, London)

After I’m dead I’d rather have people ask why I have no monument than why I have one. (Cato the Elder)

There must be more to life than having everything. (Maurice Sendak)
There are people who have money and people who are rich. (Coco Gabrielle Chanel)

Never let a problem to be solved become more important than a person to be loved. (Barbara Johnson)
He who seeks rest finds boredom. He who seeks work finds rest. (Dylan Thomas)
I often think these days that we are all in too much of a rush, trying to do too much, and still failing to discern and do the very things that would mean most. So much that we think and do, surely, would not be done by one in the Jesus Christ consciousness. So much that we think we need would not be desired by one conscious of the spiritual resources. (Myrtle Fillmore’s Healing Letters, p. 18)
Stocks are nice, but taking stock of what has real value is far more rewarding. Fancy homes are beautiful, but solid emotional foundations are more beautiful. Running a company is a worthy professional pursuit, but keeping good company is a worthier lifetime goal. (Neil Cavuto)
Seek not the favor of the multitude; it is seldom got by honest and lawful means. But seek the testimony of the few; and number not voices, but weigh them. (Immanuel Kant, German philosopher)
The only tangible thing Jesus left behind was one tattered garment, and 
one Peter, one James, one John, one Mary, one Mary Magdalene, and one Martha. These people were also the only “trophies” he asked to take with him into Paradise. Jesus saw them as his greatest accomplishments. (Laurie Beth Jones, in Jesus, CEO, p. 287)
What we must decide is how we are valuable rather than how valuable we are. (Edgar Z. Friedenberg)
In this world it is not what we take up, but what we give up, that makes us rich. (Henry Ward Beecher)
If we work upon marble, it will perish; if we work on brass, time will efface it. If we rear temples, they will crumble to dust. But if we work on men’s immortal minds, if we impress on them high principles, the just fear of God, and love for their fellowmen, we engrave on those tablets something which no time can efface and which will brighten and brighten to all eternity. (Daniel Webster)
Most men believe that it would benefit them if they could get a little from those who have more. How much more would it benefit them if they would learn a little from those who know more. (Wm. J. H. Boetcker)
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