Sharing with Service

Serve the Lord your God 

with all your heart

and with all your soul.

 (Deuteronomy 10:12)

A gift is a precious stone in the eyes of him that hath it:

Whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth.


(Proverbs 17:8)

It is more blessed to give than to receive.

(Acts 20:35)

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.

There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.

(1 Corinthians 12:4-6)

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
(Hebrews 13:16)

As servants of God, live as free people.

(1 Peter 2:16)

Whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies.

(1 Peter 4:11)
To give without any reward, or any notice, has a special quality of its own. (Anne Morrow Lindbergh)

Bonobos have what was thought to be a uniquely human trait: they share. Researchers in Congo tested the great apes by placing one bonobo in a room that had food and another bonobo in an empty room next-door. The one with the food usually invited the other over for a bite to eat. (Chimpanzees, a closely related species, don’t do this.) Bonobo generosity wasn’t dependent on kinship, pressure or past favors, instead the animals may have expected a favor in return or they may have had “a more altruistic invitation.” (T. A. Frail, in Smithsonian magazine)

Two small boys in front of me were walking slowly, deep in conversation, when they stopped to share an apple. “You cut and I’ll choose,” said one to the other. A penknife appeared, the cut was made and the choice decided. What a splendid way of ensuring an apple is equally shared! Perhaps this world could get along with fewer conferences and agreements, I reflected, if only the powers that be had the simple solution that schoolboys worked out centuries ago. (Francis Gay, in Sunday Post, Glasgow)

John Chapman was born in 1774. During the early 1800s, he single-handedly planted apple orchards throughout Ohio and Indiana, earning him the nickname “Johnny Appleseed,” (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)

We must remember that people will continue to do business with those who give good service, and certainly there is never a traffic jam on that extra mile. (Mary Kay Ash, founder of Mary Kay cosmetics)

As the child approaches the school bus she notices the bus driver sleeping in the driver’s seat and says to him: “You’ve been asleep for almost two hours!” Bus driver: “Thanks, kid! I must’ve dozed off after my lunch break. I’d better hurry if I want to finish my route today.”  Child: “Oh, don’t worry. I called your supervisor and told him you might be in a bit late because of the nap.” (Steve Breen, Grand Avenue comic strip)

The required doubling of annual official development assistance to $135 billion in 2006, rising to $195 billion by 2015, pales beside the wealth of high-income countries -- and the world's military budget of $900 billion a year. (United Nations Report, 2005) 

The world is full of Good Samaritans; you’ll find many of them in your own body. James J. Collins, a biologist at Boston University, has found that small numbers of drug-resistant bacteria help their vulnerable counterparts survive antibiotic onslaughts, even at a cost to themselves. When they periodically analyzed the levels of drug resistance in the colony, they saw something unexpected: although the entire population was thriving in the presence of the drug, only a few individual bacteria were actually resistant. Further analysis revealed that the resistant mutants were secreting a molecule called indole that thwarts their own growth but helps the rest of the population survive by activating drug-export pumps on the bacterial cell membranes. (Melinda Wenner Moyer, in Scientific American)

When one bacterium encounters another, it often extends a threadlike tube to the other through which it exchanges secondhand genes in the form of plasmids, rings of non-nuclear DNA. If one bacterium survives assault by a new antibiotic, it can quickly share its method of resistance by passing plasmids that contain such information to other bacteria. Through such sharing, antibiotic resistance spreads swiftly through the microscopic world. (Lowell Ponte, in Reader's Digest)

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, who is worth an estimated $20 billion, is the richest man ever to hold elective office in the U.S. Bloomberg recently gave $30 million of his own money to programs designed to keep minority kids in schools and help ex-convicts find jobs. (New York Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, August 19-26, 2011)

A book is one of the few gifts you can give which can be opened more than once. (Catherine Ponder, in Keys to Prosperity)

Dennis says to Mr. Wilson: “You’ll be glad to know you don’t owe us anything for all the bumper stickers we put on your car.” (Hank Ketcham, in Dennis the Menace comic strip)

Luther Burbank,  the plant breeder, gave us at least ten new varieties of berries as well as new varieties of apples, cherries, peaches, quinces, and nectarines, and half a hundred new varieties of lilies and other flowers. He also gave us new tomatoes, corn, squash, peas, asparagus, and, of course, the great Burbank potato. His only motive for contributing this wealth to us was his philosophy: “I shall be content if, because of me, there shall be better fruits and fairer flowers.” (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 41)

One sweltering day, I was scooping ice cream into cones and told my four children they could “buy” a cone from me for a hug. Almost immediately, the kids lined up to make their purchases. The three youngest each gave me a quick hug, grabbed their cones and raced back outside. But when my teen-age son at the end of the line finally got his turn to “buy” his ice cream, he gave two hugs. “Keep the change,” he said with a smile. (Nancy Gallets, in Reader's Digest)

People say New Yorkers can’t get along. Not true. I saw two New Yorkers, complete strangers, sharing a cab. One guy took the tires and the radio; the other guy took the engine. (David Letterman)

Caregivers also need care. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Andrew Carnegie arrived from Scotland penniless, got a job in a Pittsburgh steel mill for $4.80 a month, and fifty years later retired with a guaranteed income of one million dollars per month. He gave away 90% of his fortune before he died in 1911, to good causes, of course . . . such as public libraries, among many others. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 40) 

About $330 million was donated by Andrew Carnegie to libraries, research projects, and world peace endeavors. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 56)

A year's supply of chocolate bars has been left to the young children of Westgate, England. In this small country village, a local farmer who died childless specified in his will that a bar of chocolate should be handed out every week, for a year from the date of his death, to each village child less than five years old. (Bertram B. Johansson, in The Christian Science Monitor)

What Christopher Columbus did for the world, says the gourmet, is give potatoes to Ireland, chocolate to Switzerland, pineapples to Hawaii and tomato sauce to Italy. (L. M. Boyd)

They keep talking about drafting a constitution for Iraq. Why don’t we just give them ours? It was written by a lot of really smart guys, it’s worked for over 200 years, and we’re not using it anymore. (George Carlin)

Understand it was Indians who taught colonial Bostonians to cook beans in earthen pots. (L. M. Boyd)

It is not enough merely to exist. It’s not enough to say, “I’m earning enough to support my family. I do my work well. I’m a good father, husband, churchgoer.” That’s all very well. But you must do something more. Seek always to do some good, somewhere. Every man has to seek in his own way to realize his true worth. You must give some time to your fellow man. Even if it’s a little thing, do something for those who need help, something for which you get no pay but the privilege of doing it. For remember, we don’t live in a world all your own. Your brothers are here too. (Albert Schweitzer)

DOGS OF WAR: During World War I, forty thousand Americans donated their pet dogs to serve in the Armed Forces. Seventy-five thousand dogs were used as messengers and to locate bodies. Dogs were even trained to jump out of airplanes and parachute to the ground. (Don Voorhees, in The Indispensable Book of Useless Information, p. 194)

Like most teenagers, our son David, who had just received his Illinois driver's license, seized every opportunity to get behind the wheel of the family car. Offering to run errands, he asked, “Does anyone need anything from the market, the mall . . . or Indiana?" (Jane Hardan, in Reader's Digest)

A duck walks into a bar: “We don’t serve ducks here,” says the bartender. “That’s okay. I just want a drink.” (Reader’s Digest)

What it would cost annually to duplicate what earth does naturally: Natural flood control --would cost $1.8 trillion; plant pollination --would cost $117 billion; waste treatment --would cost $2.27 trillion; soil creation --would cost $53 billion; ocean processing of chemicals --would cost $17 trillion. (University of Stockholm Department of Systems Ecology)

Grandma: “Do you mind if I sit here with you for a while, Pearl? Earl is driving me crazy.” Pearl: “Sit! Sit! So what’s Earl doing this time?” Grandma: “Eating an apple. But he doesn’t eat it like a normal person. No. He has to eat it one side at a time instead of around the middle. I know he does it just to bug me.” Pearl: “You poor thing. You want me to see if there’s a hotline we can call?” (Brian Crane, in Pickles comic strip)

Elvis Presley did not die with a fortune; he spent nearly all he made. The stories are legion: Elvis standing beside two daydreaming newlyweds in a Cadillac showroom. “Which one do you like?” he asks. They point and he says, “Get in, it's yours.” Or the young Elvis, a skinny kid with ridiculous sideburns, brushed off by the salesman, going out to ask an elderly man washing down new models, “Caddy a good car?” The man nods. Elvis marches him up to the sales manager and says, “This gentleman sold me on that convertible over there, so I'm buying two, one for me and one for him. And he's to have commission on both.” Every Christmas he gave $1000 each to 50 Memphis charities, but no one will ever know the number of people whose businesses he rescued, or the tornado victims to whom he sent house trailers or the destitute whose hospital bills he paid. He thought that's what money was for. (Lawrence Elliott, in Reader's Digest)

One of the most unusually-named holidays in the world is celebrated in England on December 26. It’s called “Boxing Day” – but it has nothing to do with fighting. Boxing Day is when people in England give boxes of gifts to those who served them during the year. England has two distinct gift days – Christmas, for gifts to family and friends, and Boxing Day, the day after Christmas, for gifts to others. Boxing Day sounds tough, but it’s not. (Charles Reichblum, in Knowledge in a Nutshell, p. 227)

Everybody can be great, because everybody can serve. You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You only need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love, and you can be that servant. (Martin Luther King Jr.)

Years later, the woman described the incident: “When dinner was served, Mr. Fillmore, like any father serving his little girl who was hungry, took a spoon and served half his dish of berries to me. Then, when I was about to leave, without my asking, he let me have twenty dollars to help me with my expenses and carried me back to Kansas City in his pretty new red car.” (James Dillet Freeman, in The Story of Unity, p. 148)

The elephant-trunk fish, an electric fish, swims in streams of West Africa. When water around it becomes polluted, it emits electrical impulses. Germany’s technicians have imported it to their rivers and rigged the waterways with detectors. So the fish warns them of pollution by buzzing buzzers and lighting lights. (L. M. Boyd)

The first nation to receive foreign aid from the United States was Venezuela. In 1812, Venezuela, fighting for its independence from Spain, suffered a severe and damaging earthquake. Congress appropriated $50,000 to help the victims. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 448)
As postmaster general of the colonies in rebellion, Benjamin Franklin contributed his entire salary to help the American wounded. (James Meyers, in Mammoth Book of Trivia,  p. 209)

The day of her party, Nancy sat with friends gathered round her and slowly, gratefully, opened every present. There was a beautiful scarf, and she tried it on, relishing the luxury of the silk. She opened a candle and inhaled the delicate floral scent. Then she laid all her presents out on the table and looked around at her friends. “Right now I'm not in a gathering period in my life; I'm in a relinquishing period, and I'm learning how beautiful this can be. What I want for you each to do now is select a gift that you didn't bring and take that gift home with you. All the years you live, remember my love for you whenever you see this gift.” Nancy died six weeks later. Maybe her days were fewer than she and her friends and family would have liked, yet her life was abundantly full. (Mary Manin Morrissey, in Building Your Field of Dreams , p. 137)

Good week for: Bill Gates, who has ceded his Forbes ranking as the wealthiest man in the world by giving away more than $28 billion through his charitable foundation. (The Week magazine, March 18, 2011)

Dolly: “I wanna be a girl scout and help bake all those cookies.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

Since 1950, Rev. Billy Graham has accepted no speaking fees or honoraria and has given away the royalties on 15 of his 17 books.
(Colin Greer, in Parade magazine)
Something to chew on: As a public relations move, William Wrigley, Jr. sent 4 free sticks of gum to every person listed in the U.S. phone book in 1915. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 101)

The night before our son's wedding, we were in the church for the rehearsal. Everyone was tired and a bit slap-happy during the final walk-through. Our son was standing at the altar waiting for his bride-to-be to come down the aisle with her father. Reaching the altar, the father of the bride turned to my son and said, “This is where I take her hand out of my pocket and put it in yours.” (Marjorie Stright, in Reader's Digest)

The only ones among you who will be really happy are those who have sought and found how to serve. (Albert Schweitzer. Nobel Laureate)

We are all here on earth to help others; what on earth the others are here for I don’t know. (W. H. Auden)

The honey ant of the desert has an unusual method of providing food in times of scarcity. Certain members of the colony are stuffed with liquid food or water until the rear portions of their bodies are enlarged to the size of a pea. When a famine occurs, these ants disgorge their supplies to feed the others. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 87)

For his entire forty-seven years in government, Herbert Hoover turned over each of his Federal salary checks to charity. He had become independently wealthy before entering politics. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 136)

Proof that life depends on interspecies sharing can be found in our own bodies. Inside the nucleus of every living cell sits the great genetic library of DNA molecules, the genes. But in the watery world surrounding its nucleus, each cell also contains other DNA, some of it found in several bean-shaped structures called mitochondria, which turn sugar into cellular fuel. (Lowell Ponte, in Reader’s Digest)

“Ever wonder why the IRS calls it Form 1040?” asks Jay Leno. “For every $50 you earn, you get ten and they get 40.” (“Tonight Show,” NBC)

After the British burned down Washington in the War of 1812, Thomas Jefferson gave his personal library, which became the foundation of the Library of Congress. (Robert C. Baron, historian)

After the Library of Congress burned down in 1814, Thomas Jefferson replenished it with his own 6,000-book collection. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 257)

Earth’s debt to Jupiter: The massive planet Jupiter serves as a cosmic sentinel, sucking in comets and asteroids that might otherwise make catastrophic direct strikes on Earth, new research indicates. Amateur astronomers recently caught Jupiter in the act, spotting a bright flash on the planet’s surface that was probably an asteroid striking the gas giant. “Jupiter has been taking hits like this for a long time,” astronomer Franck Marchis tells New Scientist. Most of those strikes have not been spotted, because professional astronomers usually train their large, expensive telescopes on stars, galaxies, and more distant objects, rather than on planets. But as amateur telescopes get more sophisticated, Jupiter’s protective role has become clearer; four asteroid strikes have been observed in just the past three years. The strikes suggest that Jupiter acts as “a big gravitational vacuum cleaner” for asteroids and comets that would otherwise continue on a collision course with our planet, says NASA scientist Glenn Orton. Experts say Jupiter may sustain an asteroid impact as often as once a week. Earth, by comparison, can expect a mass-extinction-causing asteroid to strike just once every 100 million years. The last such strike, which caused the demise of the dinosaurs as the planet’s dominant species, came 65 million years ago. (The Week magazine, October 5, 2012)
Although the Kiwanis Club was chartered in 1915 in Detroit, Michigan, to exchange business ideas, members also were involved in helping those in need. In 1919, the club’s mission was changed to focus on community service. (American Profile magazine)

After lecturing her six-year-old on the golden rule, the mother concluded, “Always remember that we are in this world to help others?” The youngster mulled this over for a minute and then asked, “What are the others here for?” (Beulah Collins, in For Benefit of Clergy)

Attorney to recent widow: “He left his body to you and his money to medical science.” (Bucella, in Sun)

Jill Jackson Miller's song LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH was a gift from her to us all. She waived the copyright so that it might be sung worldwide, and we sing it for ourselves and all nations of the world. (Delia Sellers, in Abundant Living magazine)

Love and time -- those are the only two things in all the world and in all of life that cannot be bought, but only spent. (Gary Jennings, in Aztec)
Seventy percent of the world’s oxygen supply is produced by marine plants. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 148)

As Mayor of New York, Fiorello La Guardia liked to keep in touch with all the various departments under him. Often he would fill in for the department heads or officeholders as a way of accomplishing this. One time he chose to preside over Night Court. It was a cold winter night and a trembling man was brought before him charged with stealing a loaf of bread. His family, he said, was starving. “I have to punish you," declared La Guardia. “There can be no exceptions to the law. I fine you ten dollars.” As he said this, however, The Little Flower was reaching into his own pocket for the money. He tossed the bill into his famous sombrero. “Here's the ten dollars to pay your fine -- which I now remit,” he said. “Furthermore,” he declared, “I'm going to fine everybody in this courtroom fifty cents for living in a city where a man has to steal bread in order to eat. Mr. Bailiff, collect the fines and give them to the defendant!” The hat was passed and the incredulous man, with a smile on his face, left the courtroom with a stake of $47.50. (Bits & Pieces)

The parents of a young man killed in the war gave their church a check for $200 as a memorial to their loved one. When the presentation was made, another war mother whispered to her husband, “Let's give the same for our boy.” “What are you talking about?” asked the father. “Our boy didn't lose his life.” “That's just the point,” replied the mother. “Let's give it because he was spared.” (Watchman-Examiner) 

A journalist watching Mother Teresa care for a dying charge once remarked, “I wouldn’t do that for a million dollars.” Mother Teresa replied, “Neither would I.” (Catholic Digest)

Giving is mentioned over 300 times in the New Testament. It's one of the most talked about subjects, running neck and neck with the Second Coming. (Johnston/Rank, in God Can Make It Happen, p. 77)

Alfred Nobel, who established the Nobel prizes, owned a factory that manufactured nitroglycerine commercially for the first time. He was an inventor with 129 patents. When he died in 1896 he left more than $9,000,000 to establish and perpetuate the world's most prestigious prizes. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 39)

Someone posted this notice on our office bulletin board: “Mixed breed puppies, $500 each. Ask about special $500 rebate.” (Bernie Gerth, in Reader's Digest)

“In my family,” explains one father, “I am considered a patron of the arts. That means I keep up installments on a piano, flute and trumpet, and run a chauffeur service to music lessons.” (Harold Braswell) 

One of my favorite stories involves a one-hundred-year-old man who is planting a peach tree. His next-door neighbor is watching and walks over to chat. He jokingly asks, “Do you really expect to eat the fruit of that young seedling?” The old man stops his work, leans on the handle of his shovel, and says, “All my life, I've eaten the fruit from trees planted by others. It's time for me to plant a tree from which others who will follow me can enjoy the fruit.” (Christopher Ian Chenoweth, in USRS newsletter)

The greatest pleasure in life is to do good by stealth and be found out by accident. (Charles Lamb)

People actually get some pleasure out of paying their taxes, says a new study. Researchers at the University of Oregon hooked up 19 students to brain monitors, gave them $100 each, and then told them they could give some of the money away to charity. That caused the part of the brain associated with pleasure to light up. This “warm glow” effect of altruism has been demonstrated before. But Oregon researchers were surprised to see that the pleasure centers also revved up when the students were told they had to give some of the money away for “taxes.” Researchers said that the pleasure people derive from giving extends even to compulsory giving. “I don’t think that most economists would have suspected that,” professor Ulrich Mayr tells the London Telegraph. “I’ve heard people claim that they don’t mind paying taxes, if it’s for a good cause – and here we showed that you can actually see this going on in the brain, and even measure it.” (The Week magazine, July 13, 2007)

What is the pope’s salary? When a ranking cardinal wins an election to the Seat of Saint Peter, he earns, in effect, a promotion – but with a reduction in pay to zero. Incredible but true. The Holy Father receives not a penny in pay. Also astonishing: The pope does not have a bank account. (Nino Lo Bello, in The Incredible Book of Vatican Facts and Papal Curiosities, p. 27)

The twin Popsicle was created during the Depression so that two children could share a single treat. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 59)
The elegant songwriter Cole Porter was noted for his lavish gift-giving. One Christmas, he gave more lavishly than he himself realized. He bought twenty paintings from a little old lady who lived near his estate. Years later, after fame came to the elderly painter, twenty of Porter's friends discovered they owned original paintings by Grandma Moses. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 51)

Outside a Cincinnati church: “We have a prophet-sharing plan for you.” (Thomas N. Gieske, in Catholic Digest)

We shall serve for the joy of serving, prosperity shall flow to us and through us in unending streams of plenty. (Charles Fillmore)
Service is the rent we pay for being. It is the very purpose of life, and not something you do in your spare time. (Marion Wright Edelman)

The greatest good you can do for another is not just to share your riches, but to reveal to him his own. (Benjamin Disraeli)
Albert Schweitzer is what service is all about. He gave up a prestigious career as a doctor and went to Africa to build hospitals for the poor natives. Many of his friends, who felt that he was throwing away his talents and training, sent a delegation to Africa to attempt to persuade him to come back to his native land. They asked, “Why should such a gifted man as you give up so much to labor among African natives?” Schweitzer replied: “Don't talk about sacrifice. What does it matter where one goes provided one can do good work there? Much as I appreciate your kind words, I have made up my mind to stay here and look after my African friends.” He remained there until he died in 1965, at the age of 90. He worked until the very end, maintaining his zest for living. (Joe Griffith, in Speaker's Library of Business,  p. 290)

Some things are so emotionally overwhelming that we have to tell somebody. One evening the father of poet Emily Dickinson hurried to the church in Amherst, MA, and pulled the bell rope. The villagers rushed from their homes. What was the alarm? Fire? Accident? It was neither. Mr. Dickinson, overcome by beauty, was summoning everyone to admire a sunset too magnificent to keep to himself. (Bits & Pieces)
Some years ago a small boy about ten years old entered a restaurant and sat at the counter. The waitress went over and put a glass of water in front of him. “How much is an ice cream sundae?” he asked. “Fifty cents,” replied the waitress. The little fellow pulled his hand out of his pocket and studied a number of coins clutched in it. “How much is a dish of plain ice cream?” he asked. There were many people waiting at the counter, and the waitress was slightly impatient. “Thirty-five cents,” she said brusquely. Again he counted the coins. “I'll have the plain ice cream,” he said. The waitress took his money, brought the ice cream, put it in front of him, and walked away. When she returned a few minutes later, the boy was gone. She stared at the empty dish and then swallowed hard at what she saw. There, placed neatly beside the empty dish were two nickels and five pennies -- her tip. (Delia Sellers, in Abundant Living magazine)

We lived next door to Ginny and Ralph for several years and borrowed back and forth as neighbors sometimes do. My husband, however, was better at borrowing than returning. One day Ralph said, “Would you like to put my table saw in your garage, Bill?” “Why?" asked my husband. “Well,” said Ralph, “I like to keep all my tools in one place.” (Lois J. Poggel) 

Dolly says to the other children: “If grownups learned to share their toys, we wouldn’t have so many wars.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

The 1905 peace treaty ending the Russo-Japanese War was signed in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Though the United States had nothing to do with the war, the treaty was arranged and negotiated by United States President Theodore Roosevelt. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 180)

It has long been known that trees enhance rainfall by cooling the land, slowing wind evaporation and erosion, and transpiring water into the sky from their leaves. An acre of large, healthy maples, for instance, puts 20,000 gallons of water into the air each day. Without trees our entire world would be a much drier place. (Lowell Ponte, in Reader's Digest)

Trees have made an alliance with another amazing microscopic symbiont, mycorrhiza fungi. Beneath the typical tree, roots generally reach half as deep and twice as wide as the tree we see above ground. When the roots of two trees touch, a battle for dominance usually ensues – unless the mycorrhiza fungi are on the scene. Forest scientist David Perry of Oregon State University has found that these fungi not only reduce competition between the trees but also link together roots from trees of the same or even different species. In one experiment, Perry grew seedlings and watched their roots join through the mycorrhiza. Then the scientist cast shade over one of the seedlings. The shaded tree began to draw nutrients from the sunlit tree through the fungal linkage between them. “Thanks to these fungi,” says Perry, “it could be that a whole forest is linked together like a community. If one tree has access to water, another to nutrients, a third to sunlight, the trees apparently can share with one another. (Lowell Ponte, in Reader's Digest)
A curt memo was distributed to the 500 employees at Phillips Publishing International Inc., in Potomac, MD. A mandatory meeting was scheduled in the employee cafeteria. When company president and founder Tom Phillips walked in, he chronicled the company's history and rattled off the fiscal year's record sales figures. Then he donned Mickey Mouse ears and dropped the bombshell: “We're going to Disney World.” Shelling out $500,000 for a pleasure trip might be considered extravagant. Not to Phillips. (Darryl Owens, in Orlando Sentinel)

Minimum number of times the United States has deployed troops abroad in its 226-year history: 277. (Harper's Index, as it appeared in the Rocky Mountain News, December 5, 2002)

Some people go about trying to do good, only because they have nothing better to do. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

The work of an unknown good man is like a vein of water flowing hidden underground, secretly making the ground greener. (Thomas Carlyle)

Volunteers are:
Very Appreciated
Open to Abundance
Loving, Loved
Unselfish
Necessary
Tuned into Prosperity
Excited about Life
Enveloped in Love
Rewarded
Satisfied (Jim Apps)

Here to all volunteers, those dedicated people who believe in all work and no pay. (Robert Orben)

King: “You’ve been chosen to participate in the King’s new ‘share the wealth’ program!” Helga: “Oh, good! How does it work?” King: “You just put your wealth in the King’s bag.” (Dik Browne, in Hagar the Horrible comic strip)
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