Sheep Lessons

It’s better to be a lion for a day than a sheep all your life. (Sister Kenny, quoted by Victor Cohn, in Sister Kenny: The Woman Who Challenged the Doctors)

Before talking with my friend, I would not have been happy seeing myself as a sheep who blindly follows the flock. But there is much more to Jesus’ story. For one who is willing to try see and listen, there is the loving heart of God. (Sister Paulette Anne Ducharme, O.S.U., in Catholic Digest, March 1993, pages 70 – 72)

Lambs recognize their mothers by their bleats. Sheep are actually great communicators that make a variety of sounds that the rest of the flock understands. A sheep separated from its flock for a year or more will be recognized once it is returned to the group. It’s hard to sneak up on a sheep, as they have a 270-degree radius of view. (Tidbits)

Dolly: “If a shepherd counts his sheep, wouldn’t he fall asleep?” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

The concept of two people living together for 25 years without having a cross word suggests a lack of spirit only to be admired in sheep. (A. P. Herbert William)

Sheep will not drink from running water. Hence the line in the Twenty-third Psalm: “He leadeth me beside the still waters.” (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 14)

It is said that sheep may get lost simply by nibbling away at the grass and never looking up. That can be true for any of us. We can focus so much on what is immediately before us that we fail to see life in larger perspective. (Rev. Donald Bitsberger, in Forward Day by Day)

A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorize one of the many quoted passages in the Bible, Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the chapter. Little Ricky was excited about the task, but he just couldn’t remember the psalm. After much practice, he could barely get past the first line. On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, Ricky was very nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly, “The Lord is my Shepherd, and that’s all I need to know.” (EMMITSBURG.NET, as it appeared in Catholic Digest)

Perhaps we are not so different from sheep, after all, as we stumble blindly through the daily events of our lives, trying to listen to God’s voice. (Sister Paulette Anne Ducharme, O.S.U., in Catholic Digest, March 1993, pages 70 – 72)

Once, my friend said, he had to be away for a couple of days and hired someone else to watch the sheep. When he returned, the animals were agitated and skittish because they did not recognize the hired person and feared that they had been deserted. Yet it took my friend only minutes to calm them down. (Sister Paulette Anne Ducharme, O.S.U., in Catholic Digest, March 1993, pages 70 – 72) 

A minister was explaining the 23rd Psalm to a group of children. He started by saying that sheep aren’t very smart, and that they need the protection and guidance of a shepherd. Then he asked, “If you children are like sheep, then who is the shepherd?” After a short silence, a little girl said, “Jesus is the shepherd.” Caught a little off guard, the priest replied, “Okay . . . but then, who am I?” She frowned thoughtfully and said with a shrug, “I guess you must be the sheep dog.” (Herbert Eglie, in Country magazine)

A sign on a notice board outside a small country church in the Yorkshire Dales, England: “Please close the door to stop straying sheep from coming in – the woolly kind, of course. (Catholic Digest)

Sheep don’t swim. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 149)

Almost blind (like us), sheep have highly developed senses of smell and hearing. My Australian friend says that even late at night it is possible for him to call the sheep in a hushed voice, and his voice is the only one they respond to without fear. When they approach him, he rubs their ears, their noses, and their wool so that his scent will be with them through the night. This closeness guarantees them a peaceful rest. 

(Sister Paulette Anne Ducharme, O.S.U., in Catholic Digest, March 1993, pages 70 – 72)
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