Signs of the Times

On a walk through the woods on our farm, I spotted this poplar tree that had been gnawed by nature’s lumberjack – a beaver. Before photographing it, I hurried home to add a “No Tree Cutting” sign. Surrounded by other photo opportunities, I left the sign on the tree. I had every intention of returning to remove it, but ended up leaving the woods by a different route and forgot about it. When I went back a few weeks later to retrieve the sign, the tree had been toppled. If there’s a lesson to be learned, it boils down to this: Beavers can’t read! (Roger Kingsley, in Country magazine)

Top 10 billboards by God: On behalf of an anonymous client, a Fort Lauderdale advertising agency launched a unique billboard campaign which has since spread to other parts of the country. All the messages are signed “God.” A sampling:  

1. “Have You Read My #1 Best Seller? There Will Be A Test.”  

2. “Need Directions?”  

3. “That ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ Thing. I Meant It.”  

4. “You Think It’s Hot Here?”  

5. “Big Bang Theory. You’ve got to be kidding?” 

6. “Will The Road You’re On Get You To My Place?” 

7. “Keep Using My Name In Vain And I’ll Make Rush Hour Longer.” 

8. “Loved The Wedding. Invite Me To The Marriage.” 

9. “What Part of ‘Thou Shalt Not . . .’ Don’t You Understand?” 

10. “Let’s Meet At My House Sunday Before The Game.” (The Life @ Work Journal)

The computer system where I worked tended to break down whenever you needed it most. One day a colleague had had enough. He taped a sign in front of the printer that said: “You could be replaced by 100 humans.” (Linda Foss, in Reader’s Digest)

When I took a pair of slacks to the dry cleaners, I pointed out to the clerk the double creases that had been left from the previous cleaning. I asked him to make sure the trousers received proper treatment this time. Upon picking up the pants, I was relieved to see they had been pressed perfectly. Glancing at the garment ticket, I read: “Pay attention to creases. Customer would like one per leg.”  (R. T. Andersen, in Reader’s Digest)

British fishermen, holding a sail-in off Brighton to protest the opening of their waters to foreign trawlers, displayed banners that read: “SAVE OUR SOLES.” (Time)

Sign in a health-food store: “EVEN OUR PRICES ARE ORGANICALLY RAISED.” (“Tonight Show,” NBC)

Sign in a library reading room: “Quiet, You’ll Like It.” (Quoted by Earl Wilson, Publishers-Hall Syndicate)

There’s something about live electric wires that tempts certain idiots to touch them. This, of course, annoys our local electric company to no end. To fight this scourge, the utility posted a sign that delivers a double whammy: “Touching wires causes instant death. $200 fine.” (Asna Qureshi, in Reader’s Digest)

The True Meaning of Signs:

MESSAGE ON A LEAFLET: “If you cannot read, this leaflet will tell you how to get lessons.”

SIGN IN RESTROOM OF OFFICE BUILDING: “Toilet out of order. Please use floor below!”

SIGN ON A CHURCH DOOR; This is the gate of Heaven. Enter ye all by this door. (This door is kept locked because of the draft. Please use side entrance).”

SIGN IN DRY CLEANER’S WINDOW: “Anyone leaving their garments here for more than 30 days will be disposed of.”

SIGN SPOTTED IN A SAFARI PARK: “Elephants Please Stay In Your Car.”

SIGN FOUND IN A LAUNDROMAT: “Automatic washing machines. Please remove all your clothes when the light goes out.”

                                                                            (Kathy Wolfe, in Tidbits)

You wanted a sign? You might have a hard time avoiding reminders of the Almighty on the highways these days. Billboards bearing “messages from God” have appeared in 40 states since last year. The arch one-liners were commissioned anonymously and conceived by Charlie Robb, former creative director for the Smith Agency in Fort Lauderdale. Although some have criticized the signs as being too flippant, Robb said, “There's no downside to what we're selling here.” Some sample messages, each signed simply “God”: “Let's meet at my house Sunday before the game.” “Loved the wedding. Invite me to the marriage.” “Will the road you're on get you to my place?” “That 'love thy neighbor' thing--I meant it.” “Do you have any idea where you're going?” “Need a marriage counselor? I'm available.” “Follow me.” “Keep using my name in vain, I'll make rush hour longer.” “I don't question your existence.” “What part of 'thou shalt not' didn't you understand?” “I love you . . . I love you . . . I love you.” “We need to talk.” “Don't make me come down there.” (Tom Kuntz, in New York Times)

Above our minister’s parking space in the church lot is posted this sign, in English and Chinese: “Old Chinese proverb – he who parks in minister’s space must preach Sunday sermon.” (Mrs. M. Merritt Podley, in Reader’s Digest)

Office inspirational posters:

* The light at the end of the tunnel has been turned off due to budget cuts.

* Sure, you may not like working here, but we pay your rent.

* Rome did not create a great empire by having meetings, they did it by killing all those who opposed them.

* If something doesn’t feel right, you’re not feeling the right thing.

* Plagiarism saves times.

* Teamwork means never having to take all the blame yourself.

* You pretend to work, and we’ll pretend to pay you. (Rocky Mountain News)

On a visit to Washington, D.C., we were having a hard time finding a parking space. Finally we saw an empty spot in front of a small church. However, there was a sign reading: “No parking. Violators will be baptized.” We decided against risking it when we saw the small print at the bottom that said: “In the Potomac.” (Ernesto Garcia, in Reader’s Digest)

In high school, we used textbooks that were not always new. One book that I used had this statement written on the back page: “In case of fire, throw in.” (Frances Dohr, in Reminisce magazine)

Sign in front of a California used-car lot: “COMPLETE SELECTION OF WHAT’S LEFT.” (Edna M. Fahrney, in Reader’s Digest)

The lumber company where I worked was doubling the size of its retail business, requiring some rewiring. So until the job was finished, the foreman placed these warning signs by the breaker boxes. “Do not touch! Not only will this kill you, it will hurt the whole time you’re dying.” (Tom Brown, in Reader’s Digest)
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