Simplicity - Quotations

Art is the expression of the profoundest thoughts in the simplest way. (Albert Einstein)

Maintaining a complicated life is a great way to avoid changing it. (Elaine St. James, professional organizer)

Communication is something so simple, and yet so difficult, that we can never put it in simple words. (T. S. Matthews)
How can something this complex be that simple? Complexity is just another form of simplicity -- with more details to it. (Todd Siler, in Truizms)
Composers should write tunes that chauffeurs and errand boys can whistle. (Sir Thomas Beecham)
It is nice to think how one can be recklessly lost in a daisy! (Anne Morrow Lindbergh, in Bring Me a Unicorn)

Teach me to delight in simple things, and mirth that has no bitter springs; forgiveness free of evil done, and love to all men ‘neath the sun. (Rudyard Kipling)

Our life is frittered away by detail . . . Simplify, simplify. (Henry David Thoreau)
If you can’t explain it simply, you don’t understand it well enough. (Albert Einstein)

Any intelligent fool can invent further complications, but it takes a genius to retain, or recapture, simplicity. (E. F. Schumacher)
Life becomes simple when God is enough. (Julie Armour)

All the great things are simple, and many can be expressed in a single word: freedom, justice, honor, duty, mercy, hope. (Winston Churchill)

There is no greatness where there is not simplicity. (Leo Tolstoy)

All that makes earlier times seem simpler is our ignorance of their complexities. (Thomas Sowell, author)
Less is more. (Robert Browning)

By simplifying your life in some areas, you can free yourself to complicate it in others. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Finding a way to live the simple life today is a man’s most complicated task. (Henry A. Courtney, World War II hero)
Life in the midst of every kind of human complexity becomes a simple act. All forcing, striving, manipulating, and controlling disappear as you become an observer of your life. Carried along by the gentle strength of the Spirit of God within you, your life unfolds like perfect petals of a blossoming rose. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 402)
Life is pretty simple: You do some stuff. Most fails. Some works. You do more of what works. If it works big, others quickly copy it. Then you do something else. The trick is in the doing something else. (Tom Peters, in Chicago Tribune)

Live simply that others might simply live. (Elizabeth Seton)

By living very simply, as Thoreau would put it, we made our lives rich by making our wants few. (L. M. Boyd)
A simple life does not mean a life without human problems nor does it mean a life lived in barest accommodations with a minimum of comfort. In living the simple life, we become like bystanders to the human problems; we may be in them but not of them. They are merely things which are passing through our lives. We view them from a distance and are able to stay out of their webs. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 403)
Converse with a mind that is grandly simple, and all literature looks like word-catching. (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

There is more simplicity in the man who eats caviar on impulse than in the man who eats Grape Nuts on principle. (G. K. Chesterton)

Everything should be made as simple as possible . . . but not simpler. I believe that a simple and unassuming manner of life is best for everyone, best both for the body and the mind. (Albert Einstein)

It is an interesting paradox that the more spiritually aware we become the more simple our lives become. Suddenly, God is enough! Love, God's healing harmonizer, is enough. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest)

I have a simple philosophy. Fill what’s empty. Empty what’s full. Scratch where it itches. (Alice Roosevelt Longworth)

The simplest and most effective way to sanctity is to disappear into the background of ordinary everyday routine. (Thomas Merton)

Simple’s the most sophisticated thing of all. (Ina Garten, cookbook author)

Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication. (Leonardo da Vinci)

No job is difficult if taken one step at a time. (Henry Ford)

A simple way to take measure of a country is to look at how many want in … and how many want out. (Tony Blair)
There is no substitute for the latest technology, yet somehow, until recently, we all managed without it. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Some days when there are a lot of minor difficulties, I stop and look around and realize that in fact my toilet bowl runneth over. Then I'm thankful for the simple things. (Tom Toles, in Randolph Itch 2 a.m. comic strip)
The simplest toy, one which even the youngest child can operate, is called a grandparent. (Sam Sevenson)

Never bear more than one trouble at a time. Some people bear three kinds – all they have had, all they have now, and all they expect to have. (Edward Everett Hale, clergyman)
I take a simple view of living. It is to keep your eyes open and get on with it. (Laurence Olivier)
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