Softly Spoken

And after the fire a still small voice.  

And when Elijah heard it, 

he wrapped his face in his mantle 

and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.  

And, behold, there came a voice to him, 

and said to him, What are you doing here, Elijah?  
(1 Kings 19:12)

Some people will believe anything if it is whispered to them. (Pierre de Marivaux)

Conscience is that still small voice that tells you what other people should do. (Bits & Pieces)
How loudly you talk depends a lot on where you grew up and on how far you had to project to be heard. Rural folk tend to talk loudly, for example, and city folk softly. (L. M. Boyd)

You can tell an experienced dog trainer from an amateur by how loud the command is. Dogs have keen hearing. The pro speaks in a normal tone. The amateur speaks too loudly. (L. M. Boyd)

Some of our most transformative leaders have been shy or introverted: Abraham Lincoln, Eleanor Roosevelt, Rosa Parks. All of them were more focused on their causes than on their egos. In fact, many of the most spectacularly creative people across a broad variety of fields have been quiet types who enjoyed solitude from Fredric Chopin to Charles Darwin. (Susan Cain, in O magazine)

If you’re striving to seem sexy, try lowering your voice. In fact, odds are good that you already do so without thinking about it. Psychologists from Albright College in Pennsylvania had students of both genders view images of people, then had them leave a scripted voice-mail message for the person in the picture. The more attractive the person in the image (as rated by the subject), the more the subject lowered his voice in the phone message. The same held true for women, despite the expectation that women will raise their pitch to sound more feminine. “There appears to be a common stereotype in our culture that deems a sexy female voice as one that sounds husky, breathy, and lower-pitched,” study author Susan Hughes tells the London Daily Telegraph. So if you hear a woman or a man lower their voice when speaking to a member of the opposite sex, it’s likely that they’re flirting. (The Week magazine, June 11, 2010)

Nature speaks silently in shadows and in sunsets. Nature speaks softly in cotton and in kittens. Nature speaks powerfully in waves and in windstorms. Nature speaks flowingly in willows and in waterfalls. Nature speaks beautifully in roses and in rainbows. Nature speaks lovingly in parents and in puppies. Nature speaks creatively in songbirds and in snowflakes. Nature speaks mysteriously in seeds and in silkworms. Nature speaks patiently in granite and in grandparents. Nature speaks gracefully in deer and in dolphins. Nature speaks humorously in monkeys and mongooses. Nature speaks eternally in stars and in sequoias. (William Arthur Ward, in Nature’s Voices)

The still, small voice is not an audible voice. It is never heard by the human ear although there are those who have heard it so loudly that it seemed to be a voice from without. The voice of God is an inner nudging. (Cornelia Addington)

One of your resolutions should be to speak softly and sweetly. If your words are soft and sweet, they won’t be hard to swallow when you have to eat them. (Bits & Pieces)

Use soft words for hard arguments. (English proverb)

Speak softly, and carry a big stick; you will go far. (Theodore Roosevelt)

Stutterers don’t stutter when they whisper. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 45)

Stressing the value of a large vocabulary, the college instructor told the class, “Use a word ten times and it will be yours for life.” In the back of the room, a brunette looked out the window and chanted softly, “Tom, Tom, Tom, Tom, Tom, Tom, Tom, Tom, Tom, Tom,” (Al Batt)

The only tyrant I accept in this world is the “still small voice” within me. (Mohandas K. Gandhi)  
Instead of worrying that I’m not introverted, I now worry that our culture is not introverted enough. In today’s overscheduled, hyperactive society, we celebrate the alpha approach (consider the rise of reality TV stars, for example) and dramatically undervalue the quieter aspects of our natures – which, by the way, even the most gregarious of us possess. (Susan Cain, in O magazine)
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