Speech

Pleasant words are as a honeycomb,

sweet to the soul, and health to the bones.

(Proverbs 16:24)

A word to the wise ain’t necessary. It’s the stupid ones who need the advice. (Bill Cosby)
Speak when you are angry and you will make the best speech you will ever regret. (Ambrose Bierce)

Every speaker has a mouth, an arrangement rather neat. Sometimes it’s filled with wisdom, sometimes it’s filled with feet. (Robert Orben)

Have you noticed the easiest way to stay awake during a speech is to deliver it? (Thomas LaMance)

Be sincere, be brief, be seated. (Franklin D. Roosevelt)

The four most beautiful words in our common language: I told you so. (Gore Vidal)

The best of us must sometimes eat our words. (J. K. Rowling, in Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets)

Every time you say something, your blood pressure goes up. (L. M. Boyd)

Sign in a factory supervisor's office: “Caution -- be sure brain is engaged before putting mouth in gear.” (Bits & Pieces)

Mandarin Chinese is spoken by 650 million, English is spoken by 358 million, Russian by 233, Spanish by 213, and Hindustani by 209 million. (Fortunately, talk’s cheap. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 17)

I personally think we developed language because of our deep inner need to complain. (Jane Wagner)

There is more to a compliment than flattery, however. An insecure compliment sweetens the tongue, but sours the stomach. And the flowery phrase is usually unnecessary. The simplest compliment can be the most profound. (Mark R. Littleton, in Reader’s Digest)

Congress is so strange. A representative gets up to speak and says nothing. Nobody listens, then everybody disagrees. (Thomas LaMance)

It is estimated the average person speaks 31,500 words a day. That’s only about a third as many words as there are hairs on the scalp of the average redhead. It’s about a third as many, too, as the number of words in a typical paperback novel. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 140)

A U. S. Senator devotes an average of 109 hours a year to speech-making from the floor of his chamber. For a U. S. Representative it is two hours. (L. M. Boyd)

What’s in a word? Consider the difference between wise guy and wise man. (Marshalltown, Iowa, Times-Republican)

Sometimes the difference between a good speaker and a poor speaker is a comfortable nap. (O. A. Battista)

The Psychology Department of Dayton University reports that loud talk can be ten times more distracting than the sound of a jackhammer. Loud, incessant chatter can make a listener nervous and irritable, say the findings, and even start him on the road to insanity. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 141)

Doc: “You’d better stop drinking. It’s affecting your hearing.” Patient: “I’d rather not, Doc. The stuff I’ve been drinking is a lot better than the stuff I’ve been hearing.” (Southeastern Oil Review)

Man does not live by words alone, despite the fact that sometimes he has to eat them. (Adlai Stevenson)

Be careful of the words you say. And keep them soft and sweet. For you never know from day to day. Which ones you’ll have to eat. (Tidbits)

When a man eats his words, that’s recycling. (Frank A. Clark, Register & Tribune Syndicate)

The trouble with people who talk too fast is that they often say something they haven’t thought of yet. (Bits & Pieces)

All our other features are made for us, but a man makes his own mouth. (Oliver Wendell Holmes)

A man was brought to Jesus who was deaf and stammering in speech. I am fascinated by the sequence of ministry. First, Jesus opened his ears; then, his tongue was freed, and he spoke plainly. If we are to speak, we must first hear. (Phil Barnhart, in Seasonings for Sermons, p. 85)

If a frog keeps its mouth open too long, it will suffocate. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 12)

The good rain, like a bad preacher, does not know when to leave off. (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

No man ever made a great speech on a mean subject. (Eugene V. Debs, American socialist leader)

The normal greeting, “How Are You?” should be an opportunity to express the good you are experiencing and not an organ recital of all your aches and pains. (Jim Ockley)

Dentist says to patient as he offers her a new set of dentures: “These are expensive, but they’re guaranteed up to 140 words per minute.” (Jim Unger, in Classic Herman comic strip)

Say what you have to say, not what you ought. (Henry David Thoreau)

My husband was in a crowded elevator when one of the occupants launched into a high-speed monologue. As the elevator inched toward the ground floor everyone had to endure the woman’s life story, her opinion of the concert she had just attended and of music in general. When at last the doors opened, she was saying, “I play seven instruments myself, you know.” My husband smiled sweetly and delighted his fellow sufferers by saying, “And I’ll bet they’re all wind instruments too.” (Judith Player, in Reader’s Digest)

To know how to say what others only know how to think is what makes men poets or sages; and to dare to say what others only dare to think makes men martyrs and reformers. (Elizabeth Charles, British writer)

I’ve never found an interesting person with a foul mouth. (Marilyn vos Savant, in Parade magazine)

One child says to the other while the mom is carrying away the crying baby: “He can’t talk yet, but he still gets the last word.” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)

A woman can talk with less effort than a man because her vocal cords are shorter than those of the male. Not only does this cause her voice to be higher pitched, it also requires less air to agitate the cords making it possible for her to talk more, yet expend less energy. (E. C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts, p. 42)

Since light travels faster than sound, is that why some people appear bright until you speak to them? (Steven Wright, comedian)

Public speaking is a little like taking a vacation. It helps to know the right place to stop. (Robert Orben)

Man does not live by words alone despite the fact that sometimes he has to eat them. (Adlai Stevenson)

No one means all he says and yet very few say all they mean. (Henry Adams)

Great minds talk about ideas, average minds talk about events, and small minds talk about people. (Eric Butterworth,, in MetaMorality, p. 113)

The mind formulates into thought images every idea that arises in it, and then tries to express it in language, which is nearly always inadequate. (Charles Fillmore, in The Twelve Powers of Man, p. 77)

We kindly ask that you refrain from any mudslinging when you campaign in Denver. We’re trying to conserve water. (Denver Water, as it appeared in Rocky Mountain News, July 16, 2004)

If nobody spoke unless he had something to say, the human race would very soon lose the use of speech. (W. Somerset Maugham)

Never say anything on the phone that you wouldn’t want your mother to hear at your trial. (Sydney Biddle Barrows)

Of some talkative lady, name now unknown, George Bernard Shaw evidently thought it witty to say: “She lacks the power of conversation but not the power of speech.” (L. M. Boyd)

It was raining quite hard as Marine trainees assembled outdoors for a briefing. On a blackboard, the lieutenant instructor had prepared a detailed drawing of the tactics he wanted practiced. “Don’t think we’re going to call this off just because of a little rain,” he said. Then he turned to the blackboard – which had been washed clean. (Mel Loftus, in Reader’s Digest)

Anyone who’s always raising the roof usually doesn’t have much in the attic. (Mary Waldrip, in Dawson County, Georgia, Advertiser)

Things you regret saying almost as soon as you say them: “Whatever it is, just spit into Mommy’s hand.” (Rick Kirkman, in Baby Blues comic strip)

Remember not only to say the right thing in the right place, but to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment. (Benjamin Franklin)

The world does not require so much to be informed as to be reminded. (Hannah More)

In times like the present, men should utter nothing for which they would not willingly be responsible through time and eternity. (Abraham Lincoln)

Can you imagine what a wonderful world this would be if we only spoke when we had something to say . . . and better yet, only when that something was positive? The right use of words is emphasized in every major religion and philosophy of the world. Guatama Buddha listed “right speech” as part of the Four Noble Truths and one of the eight steps to “nirvana” or enlightenment. (Wendy S. Craig, in New Thought magazine)

The way this world works, people are very apt to use the words they speak not so much as a way of revealing but, rather, as a way of concealing who they really are and what they really think. That is why more than a few moments of silence with people we do not know well are apt to make us so tense and uneasy. Stripped of our verbal camouflage, we feel unarmed against the world and vulnerable, so we start babbling about anything just to keep the silence at bay. But if we can bear to let it be, silence, of course, can be communion at a very deep level indeed, and that half-hour of silence was precisely that, and perhaps that was the greatest part of it all. (Frederick Buechner, in Contact magazine)

Lewis Carroll, author of Alice in Wonderland, stuttered when he talked to grownups but not when he talked to children. (L. M. Boyd)

Experts on stuttering think about 1 percent of the world’s population is afflicted to one degree or another with the problem. (L. M. Boyd)

Drabble: “Well, hello, Pooch! You’re probably looking for my front yard! It’s the house on the corner! The lawn has a bunch of dead spots! You can’t miss it! None of the other neighborhood dogs ever miss it!” Wife: “That was subtle!” (Kevin Fagan, in Drabble comic strip)

You talk when you cease to be at peace with your thoughts. And in much of your talking, thinking is half murdered. (Kahlil Gibran)

Think before you speak, but don’t speak all you think. (Submitted by Maida Villasenor in Guideposts magazine)

Ralph Taylor, from Terrace Park, Ohio, was one of the many subscribers who responded to our request for “tongue twisters” in Reminisce. Here’s one that Ralph thinks is “shipshape”: If a shipshape ship shop stocks six shipshape shop-soiled ships, then how many shipshape shop-soiled ships would six shipshape ship shops stock?” (Reminisce Extra magazine)

The trouble with people who don’t have much to say is that you have to listen so long to find out. (Quoted by Ann Landers, Creators Syndicate)

Don’t make use of another’s mouth unless it has been lent to you. (Belgian proverb)

What use are words, when you want to say something really important? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

A study in The Washington Post says that women have better verbal skills than men. I just want to say to the authors of that study: “Duh.” (Conan O’Brien)

If I wasn’t talking, I wouldn’t know what to say. (Chico Resch, New York Islander goaltender)

Who you are speaks so loudly I can’t hear what you’re saying. (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

Why is it that those who have something to say can’t say it, while those who have nothing to say keep saying it? (Dr. Delia Sellers, in Abundant Living magazine)

It’s a wise person who knows the difference between free speech and cheap talk. (Doug Larson, United Features Syndicate)

Many wise words are spoken in jest, but they don’t compare with the number of stupid words spoken in earnest. (Sam Levenson)  

The words we use and how we use them reveals a great deal about what we give priority to in our minds. And our life itself is revelation and reflection of the words we use. Ralph Waldo Emerson expressed it this way when he wrote: “A man cannot speak but he judges and reveals himself. With his will, or against his will, he draws his portrait to the eye of others by every word. Every opinion reacts on him who utters it.” (Wendy S. Craig, in New Thought magazine)

Half the world is composed of people who have something to say and can’t, and the other half who have nothing to say and keep on saying it. (Robert Frost, American poet)
Yelling at people to get them to do things your way makes about as much sense as driving your car by honking your horn. (Bits & Pieces)

If anyone in your life talked to you the way you talk to yourself, you would have gotten rid of them a long time ago.  (Mary, in Heartlines)
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