Success

If A is success in life, then A equals x plus y plus z. Work is x; y is play; and z is keeping your mouth shut. (Albert Einstein)

People of mediocre ability sometimes achieve outstanding success because they don’t know when to quit. They succeed because they are determined to. (George Allen)

People who are honest, fair, tolerant, kindly, and charitable to others have achieved success no matter what their station is in life. (Bits & Pieces)

If at first you don’t succeed, you’ll get a lot of advice. (Bits & Pieces)

Was none other than Gene Fowler who said, “Success is a toy balloon among children armed with sharp pins.” (L. M. Boyd, in Boyd’s Book of Odd Facts, p. 64)

Behind every successful man is a surprised woman. (Maryon Pearson)

Behind every successful man there’s a woman … telling him to keep moving … or else! (Bob Hope)

More or better is not always the best way to success.  Sometimes it’s simply a matter of doing what needs to be done.  (Bits & Pieces)

One’s best success comes after their greatest disappointments. (Henry Ward Beecher)

It is interesting that the word “success” is found only twice in the Bible, both times in the Book of Joshua. (Catherine Ponder, in The Millionaire Joshua)

Lars: “What are you doing, Al?” Al: “I’m writing a book called ‘How To Be Successful With Women’ . . . It’s a work of fiction.” (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)

Winston Churchill said that success is going from failure to failure with great enthusiasm. (Bits & Pieces)

My definition of success is this: the power with which to acquire whatever one demands of life without violating the rights of others.
(Andrew Carnegie) 

If at first you don’t succeed – so much for skydiving. (Henny Youngman)

A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER: If at first you don’t succeed, get ready to hear lots of advice. (Reminisce magazine)

Anybody who’s really successful has doubts. (Jerry Bruckheimer, in Men’s Journal)

Thomas Edison said that success is 10 percent inspiration and 90 percent perspiration. (Bits & Pieces, 4-1-’93, p. 10)

One very important ingredient of success is a good, wide-awake, persistent, tireless enemy. (Bits & Pieces)

Everyone is enthusiastic at times. One person has enthusiasm for 30 minutes -- another has it for 30 days, but it is the person who has it for 30 years who makes a success in life.  (Edward B. Butler)

Why is enthusiasm for work so important to success? Let me tell you about a guy who dreamed he inherited a million dollars. He dreamed he went to take a shower that morning and the shower wouldn’t shower.  He started to shave and the shaver wouldn’t shave. He went to get some coffee and the coffee wouldn’t perk, and the toaster wouldn’t toast. He went to get the newspaper, but the newspaper wasn’t there. He went to catch the bus and the bus didn’t come. He waited 45 minutes, and finally a guy came puffing down the street. “What’s going on here?” he asked, and the guy gasped, “Haven’t you heard? Everybody inherited a million dollars! Nobody’s working anymore!” Just then the man woke up. And he went and had a tremendous shower and a tremendous shave and a tremendous cup of coffee and a tremendous piece of toast. He read a tremendous newspaper and caught a tremendous bus to a tremendous job! What a difference it makes when we are learning to get excited about the work we have today! (Charlie Jones, in Life is Tremendous) 


One gauge of success is not whether you have a tough problem to handle, but whether it is the same problem you had last year. (Bits & Pieces)

Superstar Wayne Gretzky holds more hockey records than anyone in the history of the sport. When asked about his success, season after season, Gretzky said, “I skate to where the puck is going, not to where it’s been.” (Quoted by James R. Paul in Vital Speeches of the Day)  RD995232

Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If you love what you are doing, you will be successful. (Albert Schweitzer)

Ideals are like stars; you will not succeed in touching them with your hands. But like the seafaring man on the desert of waters, you choose them as your guides, and following them you will reach your destiny. (Former U.S. Sen. Carl Schurz)

If you have lived well, laughed often, and loved much, consider yourself a success.  (Bits & Pieces)

How important is imagination to success? Few people accomplish much without it. For example, Charles Goodyear thought up 32,000 uses for rubber. (Bits & Pieces)

The most important single ingredient in the formula of success is the knack of getting along with people.  (Theodore Roosevelt)

Some ingredients of success: to be able to carry money without spending it; to be able to bear an injustice without retaliating; to be able to keep on the job until it is finished; to be able to do one’s duty even when one is not watched; to be able to accept criticism without letting it whip you.
(Bits & Pieces)

There’s no such thing as a perfect job. In any position you’ll find some duties which, if they aren’t onerous immediately, eventually will be.  Success depends not merely on how well you do the things you enjoy, but how conscientiously you perform those duties you don’t. (Bits & Pieces)

To be successful, look for work after you’ve found a job. (Bits & Pieces)

When professor Albert Einstein and his wife were being interviewed on the occasion of their golden anniversary, they were asked the routine question: “To what do you attribute the success of your marriage?”
Professor Einstein replied, “When we first got married, we made a pact. It was this: That in our life together I would make all the big decisions and she would make all the little decisions. And we have kept to it for 50 years. That I think is the reason for the success of our marriage.” Then he looked up and added, “The strange thing is that in 50 years there hasn’t yet been one big decision.” (Bits & Pieces)

I don’t measure a man’s success by how high he climbs but how high he bounces when he hits bottom. (General George S. Patton)

Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as by the obstacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed. (Booker T. Washington)

To succeed in life, you need three things: a wishbone, a backbone, and a funny bone. (Reba McEntyre)

There is no success without hardship. (Sophocles)

There is only one success – to be able to spend your life in your own way. (Christopher Morley, novelist)

Success is more permanent when you achieve it without destroying your principles. (Walter Cronkite, in Wisdom to Grow On)
Diane Sawyer’s success formula for TV: It’s in the preparation -- in those dreary pedestrian virtues they taught you in the seventh grade and you didn’t believe. It’s making the extra call and caring a lot. (Bits & Pieces)

You are not really successful until someone claims he sat beside you in school. (Bits & Pieces) 

Success is relative: the more success, the more relatives. (Bits & Pieces)

Success is relative. It is what we can make of the mess we have made of things. (T. S. Eliot)

A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER: The rules of success won’t work unless you do. (Reminisce magazine)

If there is any great secret of success in life, it lies in the ability to put yourself in the other’s place and to see things from his point of view -- as well as your own. (Henry Ford)

Part of the secret of success in life is to eat what you like and let the food fight it out inside. (Mark Twain)     Hunter Davies’ Book of Lists, p. 38)

Most people would succeed in small things, if they were not troubled with great ambitions. (Henry Wadsworth Longfellow)

Many years ago, I was holding the tiller of a small boat in the Aegean Sea and listening to an old sailor telling me his story. I must have been quite absorbed, because he had to ask me to be more careful with my steering. “But the following wind is favorable,” I said to him. The old man smiled and said, “It is for just that reason that the danger of going off course is so great.” How right he was! How many times in my life, seeing people veer off course at the moment of success, I have remembered him! C. A. Doxiadis, Greek architect, remembers a lesson learned in his youth, in Saturday Review)

Success is sweet, but usually it has the scent of sweat about it. (Bits & Pieces)

To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children; to earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty; to find the best in others; to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition; to know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is to have succeeded. (Harry Emerson Fosdick)

For true success, ask yourself these four questions: Why? Why not? Why not Me? Why not now? Why not now? (James Allen)

What makes a truly successful executive is not intelligence, education, lifestyle, or background. The principal factor that determines an executive’s success is his or her ability to deal with people. (Bits & Pieces)

It is not the going out of port, but coming back in, that determines the success of a voyage. (Henry Ward Beecher)

A successful person is one who went ahead and did the thing the rest of us never quite got around to. (Bits & Pieces)


The wizard’s way is the way of attraction. The wizard not only succeeds, but does so with elegance and ease. (T. Harv Eker)

 Sometimes I worry about being a success in a mediocre world. (Lily Tomlin)

Success comes to those who increase their worth. To increase your worth, you have to do more than gain new knowledge and skills. You have to become the kind of person with whom others like to work. (Bits & Pieces)
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