Surrender – Funnies

While camping in Texas, my family and I fished for crabs in the Sabine River. Watching the locals, we used chicken necks on string for bait. Suddenly an alligator started drifting downriver toward us. I anxiously asked a Texan nearby what to do if the alligator wanted the stash of chicken necks. “Ma-am,” he said with a straight face, “we generally just let ‘em have it.” (Kathy Huntley, in Reader’s Digest)

“My dad never throws anything out,” says comedian Jonathan Katz.  “He has coffee in his apartment that’s pre-Colombian.” (“Comic Strip Live,” Fox TV)


In her humorous short story, “The Dream Diet,” author Susan Dyer quotes the following list of ambitions of women: To grow up, to fill out, to slim down, to hold it in, and to hell with it. (Redbook)


Judges have fined a 50-year-old Italian driver for dangerous driving after he handed the controls of his car over to God. A judge heard how the man let go of his steering wheel and cried, “God, can you drive?” The man’s car ended up in a ditch, and his lawyer cited “religious dilemma” as the reason for the bizarre action. The man could have been acquitted, but the prosecution lawyer correctly pointed out that “God is not a legally insured driver and has never passed an official test.” (From a Munich newspaper, as it appeared in the Interfaith Council of Boulder newsletter in 1998)

Sam Goldwyn’s secretary was cleaning out file cabinets. She asked Goldwyn if she could destroy files that had been inactive for more than ten years.  He said, “Go ahead, but make sure you keep copies.” (Joe Griffith, in Speaker’s Library of Business, p. 241)

As a child, Elizabeth Thaxter Hubbard spent a summer with her family at a hotel in Kittery, Maine. “There was an English family there,” she wrote, “and as the Fourth of July approached, I asked one of the children if they were going to have some firecrackers as we were. ‘Oh, no!’ she said. ‘You won, you know.’” (Harvard Magazine)

Boy: “I need a hot chocolate straight up, extra whipped.” Waiter: “Tough day?” Boy: “You could say that. I can’t even get the time of day from Erin. She’s this girl in my class. I pulled her hair and hit her with spitballs. I even tried pulling the chair out from under her. I’m running out of options. Waiter: “Maybe it’s not meant to be.” Boy: “Tomorrow I’ll put gum in her hair. But then I’ve just got to move on. (Darrin Bell & Theron Heir, in Rudy Park comic strip)


A man fell off a cliff, but managed to grab a tree limb on the way down.  The following conversation ensued:  “Is anyone up there?” “I am here.  I am the Lord.  Do you believe in me?” “Yes, Lord, I believe.  I really believe, but I can’t hang on much longer.” “That’s all right, if you really believe you have nothing to worry about.  I will save you.  Just let go of the branch.” A moment of pause, then: “Is anyone else up there?” (Bits & Pieces)

Doctor says to Hagar: “Now that I’ve examined you, let me explain there are several ways for you to lose weight. First, you must get rid of that goodie bag you’re holding!” (Chris Browne, in Hagar The Horrible comic strip)

Many men aged 50 to 60 undergo a quiet but significant personality change. They stop being bossy, if ever they were, and get more accommodating, says a University of Michigan psychologist. They seem to reconcile themselves to the notion they’ll never really run things. He says this doesn’t happen so noticeably to women, if at all. (L. M. Boyd)

Two Zen monks were traveling together down a muddy road in a heavy rain. Going around a bend, they met a lovely girl in a silk kimono and sash, unable to cross the intersection. “Come on, girl,” said one. Lifting her in his arms, he carried her over the road. The other monk did not speak until that night when they reached a temple. Then he could not restrain himself. “We monks don’t go near females, especially young, lovely ones. Why did you do that?” “I left the girl back there in the road,” said the first monk. “Are you still carrying her?” (Paul Reps, in Zen Flesh, Zen Bones)

Lars says to Lance: “You know, Lance, I really lose myself in my music. Someday, I hope to get good enough to lose you, too.” (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)

The pilot mentioned that the airplane was in trouble. So the man in the seat asked the preacher next to him: “Can you do anything about this situation?” “No.” the preacher said, “I’m in sales, not in management.” (Joan French)

During spring cleaning, my husband, Steve, and I were in high gear, glancing at long-unused items and throwing them away. Several days later, we discovered some of them were still needed – a part to a file cabinet, a car-vacuum piece, an attachment for a kitchen rack. That weekend we finished our in-depth cleaning, and again I found some things I couldn’t identify. Handing them to Steve, I asked, “Do we still need these?” “There’s only one way to find out,” he replied and tossed them into the waste-basket. (Jeanne Lauderdale, in Reader’s Digest)
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