Taxes

Time was when a householder was taxed for each door in the house, another reason why Victorian homes had no closets. But there wasn’t any tax on furniture doors. And that movable clothes cabinet called an armoire was furniture, says an historical society researcher. (L. M. Boyd)

There’s nothing sinister in so arranging one’s affairs as to keep taxes as low as possible. (Judge Learned Hand)

After the child has an argument with his mother, he says as he walks out the front door: “You'll be sorry in April when you can't deduct me.” (A. A. McCourt)
Corporations are paying the lowest level of taxes in four decades. Last year companies paid taxes of just 12.1 percent on their U.S. profits, the lowest share since at least 1972 and far lower than the 25.6 percent they paid on average from 1987 to 2008. (The Wall Street Journal, as it appeared The Week magazine, February 17, 2012)

A couple visiting us in Washington, D.C., wanted to see the White House for the first time. At the gate after a long wait, our guest Mary asked the guard, “Do we have to pay?” “Every April 15,” he replied. (David Arnold, in Reader's Digest)

Mr. Wilson says to Mrs. Wilson: “I still think the Mitchell’s should let us claim Dennis as a tax deduction.” (Hank Ketcham,, in Dennis the Menace comic strip)

April 15, tax day -- the day when most Americans realized just how expensive it is to bring democracy to the Middle East. It's the day the government takes 40 percent of what you make. The other 60 percent is taken by the gas station. (Jay Leno, 2005)

One says to another: “I’ve discovered that one very effective way to lower your taxes is to make no money.” (Dan Piraro, in Bizarro comic strip)

Receiving her first paycheck, my teen-age daughter complained to me that the amount was much less than it should be. I looked at it, then carefully explained how Social Security, federal and other taxes were subtracted from her gross pay. “But Mom,” she wailed, “I didn’t give them permission to take those things out of my check!” (Becky Clark, in Reader’s Digest)

The heirs of Texas billionaire Dan Duncan, who died in March, paid no federal inheritance taxes on his $9 billion estate Had he died in 2009, his estate would have been taxed at a 45 percent rate. Had he lived until 2011, the tax would have hit 55 percent. As a result of Bush-era legislation, the estate tax was repealed for 2010. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, June 25, 2010)

The income tax man says to Herman: “I know your landlord depends on the rent but you can't list him as a dependent.” (Jim Unger, in Classic Herman comic strip)

A nervous taxpayer was unhappily conversing with the IRS tax auditor who had come to review his records. At one point the auditor exclaimed, “Mr. Carr, we feel it is a great privilege to be allowed to live and work in the USA. As a citizen you have an obligation to pay taxes, and we expect you to eagerly pay them with a smile.” “Thank goodness,” returned Mr. Carr, with a giant grin on his face from ear to ear. “I thought you were going to want me to pay with cash.” (S.C.U.C.A. Regional Reporter)

A Salt Lake City CPA firm advertises its tax-preparation services with the phrase “When you care enough to send the very least...” (Reader's Digest)


Well into the nineteenth century, Siberians could pay their taxes with garlic. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 232)

When my six-year-old son put a tooth under his pillow, I emptied all the coins out of my pocket in exchange for it. “Look what the tooth fairy left!” he exclaimed the next morning. “Fifty cents plus three cents tax.” (Bruce Underwood, in Reader’s Digest)

U.S. Treasury Department has an interesting definition for the word “tax”: “A compulsory payment for which no specific benefit is received.” (L. M. Boyd)
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