Technology

If it keeps up, man will atrophy all his limbs but the push-button finger.

(Frank Lloyd Wright)

Computers will never take the place of books. You can’t stand on a floppy disk to reach a high shelf. (Sam Ewing)

Because Google is so popular, it’s conceited. Have you tried misspelling something lately? See the tone that it takes? “Um, did you mean . . . ?” (Arj Barker, comedian)

We live in a society exquisitely dependent on science and technology, in which hardly anyone knows anything about science and technology. (Carl Sagan)

Four out of five of all the words in all the computers worldwide are in English. (L. M. Boyd)

Computers can figure out all kinds of problems, except the things in the world that just don’t add up. (James Magary)

Now that my mother’s office has a fax machine, I fax my correspondence to her instead of using the post office. Although I’ve told her many times that it’s a faster and less expensive way to communicate, she continued to mail me weekly letters. On my last birthday, however, she showed that she now has a full grasp of technology. She faxed me a $100 bill with the note, “Happy Birthday. You’re right – it is cheaper to fax than mail. Love, Mom.” (Susan Reilly, in Reader’s Digest)

Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic. (Arthur C. Clarke)

Humph! Anyone who thinks computers are only for the intelligent, never spent any time in a chat room! (Art & Chip Sansom, in The Born Loser comic strip)

Technology . . . the knack of so arranging the world that we don’t have to experience it. (Max Frisch)

If Only Life Were Like a Computer!

* If you messed up your life, you could press “Ctrl, Alt, Delete” and start all over!

* To get your daily exercise, just click on “run”! If you needed a break from life, click on suspend.

* Hit “any key” to continue life when ready.

* To add/remove someone in your life, click settings in control panel.

* To improve your appearance, just adjust the display settings.

* If life gets too noisy, turn off the speakers. (Rocky Mountain News)

Computerists talk of “hardware,” “software” and “liveware.” What’s “liveware”? People. (L. M. Boyd)

Computing machines, perhaps, can do the work of a dozen ordinary men, but there is no machine that can do the work of one extraordinary man. (E. B. White)

A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at kickboxing. (Emo Philips, comedian)

I don’t believe in e-mail. I’m an old-fashioned girl. I prefer calling and hanging up. (Sarah Jessica Parker, Sex and the City)

Machines certainly can solve problems, store information, correlate, and play games – but not with pleasure! (Leo Rosten, in Passions & Prejudices, on the difference between man and machine)

No one has yet programmed a computer to be of two minds about a hard problem or to burst out laughing. (Lewis Thomas)

Technology . . . is a queer thing. It brings you great gifts with one hand, and it stabs you in the back with the other. (C. P. Snow)

Once upon a time we were just plain people. But that was before we began having relationships with mechanical systems. Get involved with a machine and sooner or later you are reduced to a factor. (Ellen Goodman)

I took a two-year-old computer in to be repaired, and the guy looked at me as though he was a gun dealer and I’d brought him a musket. In two years, I’d gone from cutting-edge to Amish. (Jon Stewart)

Man has made many machines, complex and cunning, but which of them indeed rivals the workings of his heart. (Pablo Casals, in Joys and Sorrows)

This is perhaps the most beautiful time in human history; it is really pregnant with all kinds of creative possibilities made possible by science and technology which now constitute the slave of man – if man is not enslaved by it. (Jonas Salk)

Serving Up Software: $59.2 billion: The amount estimated by the National Institute of Standards and Technology in Boulder that U. S. companies spend every year on business software. $5: The amount analysts estimate that business-software customers spend installing and fixing their software for every $1 they spend on software. (BusinessWeek Online, as it appeared in Rocky Mountain News, November 24, 2003)

Just because your voice reaches halfway around the world doesn’t mean you are wiser than when it reached only to the end of the bar. (Edward R. Murrow)

Personally, I’m waiting for caller IQ. (Sandra Bernhard)
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