Terrorism

Byproduct of terror alert: Traffic entering Denver International Airport on Wednesday stretched into long lines because of the orange -- or high -- terror alert issued by the Department of Homeland Security on Tuesday. At DIA, security officials conducted random searches of vehicles entering the airport and searched all automobiles entering parking garages there. Intelligence reports suggest a terrorist attack against U.S. interests is imminent. (Rocky Mountain News, May 22, 2003)

Concern over terrorism costs S&P 500 companies $107 billion a year in insurance, redundant capacity, lost revenues, and other expenses. (BusinessWeek, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 10, 2006)

U.S. homeland security officials say they respond to terrorism hoaxes virtually every single day. The false threats – such as claims that bombs have been planted aboard cruise ships and in football stadiums – cost millions of dollars in wasted resources, and distract officials from pursuing real threats. (USA Today, as it appeared in The Week magazine, on February 2, 2007)

The terrorist lives for terror, not for the change he tells himself he wants. He masks his desire to kill and destroy behind the curtain of a cause. (Louis L’Amour, in A Trail of Memories)

In 2012, 11,098 people were killed by terrorism globally, according to a new report by the U.S. State Department. Ten were Americans. (The Wall Street Journal, as it appeared in The Week magazine, June 14, 2013)

President Bush and Attorney General John Ashcroft have stated that government “suspension" of our fundamental rights that have been protected by the Bill of Rights for over 200 years are required to protect America from its enemies. Ashcroft has also stated that the war on terrorism is not a temporary engagement, but that it is a permanent battle that the president and the government, must wage indefinitely. “We must forever change the way we think about national security," he has stated. You do not have to be a constitutional scholar to see where we are headed. The Supreme Court refuses to keep a check on the government that has suspended the Bill of Rights in the name of national security. It appears that the balance of powers, and the checks and balances of American democracy, along with individual rights, have not only been eroded but are in danger of demise. (Benjamin Silva, in Rocky Mountain News, June 4, 2003)

President Bush raised the nation's threat level Tuesday to orange, or “high.” But the heightened terror alerts cost U.S. cities millions of dollars. Some examples: $5 million - The amount of money New York City alone spends in a week on additional homeland measures. $2.6 million - The tab San Francisco spends a week on heightened security.  $70 million - The amount cities spend a week nationwide during periods of high alerts. (CNN.com, printed in Rocky Mountain News, May 22, 2003)
How much terrorism can we tolerate? It’s a question that’s not often asked in such frank terms, though the answer has profound consequences. Since 9/11, the presumption has been that Americans will tolerate no successful acts of terrorism, and no deaths. The zero standard was understandable when terrorism took the form of hijacked airplanes, bombings, and other attacks designed to cause mass casualties. But the pursuit of zero had a steep cost: two, decade-long foreign wars in which more than 100,000 people died; the official use of torture for the first time in U.S. history; and our collective acceptance of airport crotch probing and heightened surveillance in everyday life. But after 12 years of war, al Qaida is a fragmented bunch of amateurs serving mostly as a tool of inspiration rather than grand plots, and terrorism has taken the form of crazed individuals wielding pressure cookers and meat cleavers. So how do we get back to zero? Last year, more than 30,000 Americans died in car crashes, and roughly another 30,000 were killed with firearms. That’s the equivalent of twenty 9/11s every year. As grim as all that carnage may be, our society tolerates a fair amount of death as the price of freedom. We may seek ways to reduce the death totals, but no one presumes any law can bring them to zero. “You people will never be safe,” self-proclaimed terrorist Michael Adebolajo said last week, after hacking to death a British soldier on a London Street. If the standard is zero, the barbarian is right – no matter how much power terrorized people grant their governments. The sooner we accept our ultimate vulnerability, the more realistic – and less terrorized – we’ll be. (William Falk, in The Week magazine, June 7, 2013)

The war against terrorism will not be won as long as there are people desperate with disease and living in poverty and squalor. Sharing our prosperity is the best weapon against terrorism. (Desmond Tutu)
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