To Each His Own

Artist: “So what artists do you admire?” Woman: “I'm a big fan of Lee Loughridge. He's the artist on ‘Cyberdogs from Purgatory’!” Artist: *sigh* “Each generation discovers the wonders of the universe in a different place!” (Tom Batiuk, in Funky Winkerbean comic strip)

Real brand names in foreign countries: 

Zit soft drink -- in Greece 

Swine chocolates -- in China 

Kolic mineral water -- in Japan 

Catch-It kitty litter -- in Canada

Cow Brand shampoo -- in Japan

Horsehide glue -- in China. (O. V. Michaelsen, in Words at Play)

How many to change a light bulb? Aries: Just one. You want to make something of it? Taurus: One, but just try to convince them the old bulb is useless. Gemini: Two, but they keep arguing over which one should do it. Cancer: Just one. But it takes a therapist three years to help them get through the grief process. Leo: Leos don't change light bulbs, but sometimes their agents will get a Virgo to do it for them. Virgo: Approximately 1.000000 with an error of +/- 1 millionth. Libra: Two. Or maybe one. No, make that two, is that OK? Scorpio: That's top secret, shared on a need-to-know basis. Sagittarius: The sun's shining, the day is young, and you're worried about a light bulb? Capricorn: I don't waste my time with these childish jokes; Aquarius: You have to remember that everything is energy, so . . . Pisces: Light bulb? What light bulb? (Denver Rocky Mountain News)
 

“I can always tell a graduate class from an undergraduate class,” observed the instructor in one of my graduate engineering courses at California State University in Los Angeles. “When I say, ‘Good afternoon,' the undergraduates respond, ‘Good afternoon.’ But the graduate students just write it down.” (John C. Freeborn)

In the Middle Ages knights pranced around in suits of steel armor. When the visors were down, they all looked alike. To keep from doing battle with their best friends by mistake, the knights started painting pictures on their shields for identification. Later a fabric was woven, kind of like a sweater, that went over the armor. The knight’s personal design was woven into this fabric, which was duly called “a coat of arms.” To avoid duplication, a record was kept of each of these insignia and is still being kept today by the College of Heraldry in London. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 258)

Some comets return in just a few years while others may take as long as one million years to complete their orbits. (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)
Everyone has a different way of connecting to God. We have different beliefs, we speak different languages and we use different words. But if there is any rule at all concerning prayer, it is that however you pray you must be willing to put forth an effort for your prayer to be answered. (Rabbi Irwin Katsof)

Unusual ways animals defend themselves:  
Eastern tent caterpillars - vomit cyanide

Bombardier beetles - fire boiling hot spray

Giraffes - can kick in four directions

Hedgehogs - become ball enemy can't open

Hawkmoth caterpillars - show false snake-like head

Italian crickets - throw “voice” to hide. (World Features Syndicate)

The history books are full of stories of gifted persons whose talents were overlooked by a procession of people until someone believed in them. Albert Einstein was four years old before he could speak and seven before he could read. Isaac Newton did poorly in grade school. A newspaper editor fired Walt Disney because he had ‘no good ideas." Werner von Braun failed ninth-grade algebra. Haydn gave up on making a musician of Beethoven, who seemed a slow and plodding man with no apparent talent. There is a lesson in such stories. Different people develop at different rates, and the best motivators are always on the lookout for hidden capacities. (Alan McGinnis, in Bringing Out The Best In People)


Unusual animal diets: 

Crested grebes -- eat chicken feathers 

Mice -- eat glue and soap

Sea otters -- eat piranhas 

Book lice -- eat damp plaster

Javelinas -- eat cactus 

Martens -- eat porcupines 

Adult fruit flies -- drink alcohol, but don't get drunk. (World Features Syndicate)

A woman who runs a nursery school in a town in California was delivering a station wagon load of kids home one day when a fire truck zoomed past. Sitting on the front seat was a Dalmatian. The children fell to discussing the dog's duties. “They use him to keep the crowds back,” said one five-year-old. “No,” said another, “he's just for good luck.” A third child brought the argument to an end. “They use the dog,” he said firmly, “to find the hydrant!” (Bits & Pieces) 

In Switzerland, it's not the rabbit but the cuckoo that brings the Easter eggs. A lot of people in Northern Italy give their youngsters Easter rabbits made not of chocolate but of cheese. (L. M. Boyd)
In India, they love pizza garnished with pickled ginger, minced mutton and tofu. Japan's favorite is eel and squid, Russia's is red herring, and Pakistan's is hot curry. Costa Ricans prefer it with coconuts, and Brazilians like it with green peas. Sophisticates have ordered it with dandelions, oysters, crayfish and caviar. No one likes pizza more than Americans, who consume three billion a year and prefer them with pepperoni. (Christopher Matthews, in Reader's Digest)
In Hong Kong, soymilk is as popular as Coca-Cola is in the United States. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 168)
But surely there are those for whom the directed approach works better. I emphasize this because we should strenuously resist attempts to pray according to some set formula. We must honor each individual's effort to interact with God in his or her own unique way. If some discover that prayer works best when it is extremely specific and directed, the choice must be respected. (Dr. Larry Dossey, in The Healing Process)
What's the derivation of shoe sizes? It's not inches. According to all the shoe info we could track down, shoe size is purely arbitrary, and varies from brand to brand. For what it's worth, if you typically wear a woman's size 7 shoe, you'll wear a size 5.5 in England, a size 38 in Europe and a size 24 in Japan. If you wear a men's size 10 1/2 shoe, you'd wear a 10 in England, a 44 in Europe and a 28 in Japan. (Rebecca Jones, in Denver Rocky Mountain News)

Capitalism: He who dies with the most toys wins; Catholicism: He who denies himself the most toys wins; Atheism: There is no toy maker; Polytheism: There are many toy makers; Evolutionism: The toys made themselves; Communism: Everyone gets the same number of toys, and you go straight to the opposite of heaven if we catch you selling yours; Amish: Toys with batteries are surely a sin; Taoism: The doll is as important as the dumptruck; Hedonism: Hang the rule book! Let's play! Existentialism: Toys are a figment of your imagination. (Denver Rocky Mountain News)

A service-station attendant watching a Martian put gas into its spacecraft noticed that “UFO” was printed on the spaceship’s side. “Does that stand for “Unidentified Flying Object?” he asked the Martian. “No,” the creature replied. “Unleaded Fuel Only.” (Delfort D. Minor, in Reader’s Digest)
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