Unconditional Giving


It is more blessed to give than to receive.

(Acts 20:35)

To give without any reward, or any notice, has a special quality of its own. (Anne Morrow Lindbergh)

John Chapman was born in 1774. During the early 1800s, he single-handedly planted apple orchards throughout Ohio and Indiana, earning him the nickname “Johnny Appleseed,” (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)

Dennis says to Mr. Wilson: “You’ll be glad to know you don’t owe us anything for all the bumper stickers we put on your car.” (Hank Ketcham, in Dennis the Menace comic strip)

Luther Burbank, the plant breeder, gave us at least ten new varieties of berries as well as new varieties of apples, cherries, peaches, quinces, and nectarines, and half a hundred new varieties of lilies and other flowers. He also gave us new tomatoes, corn, squash, peas, asparagus, and, of course, the great Burbank potato. His only motive for contributing this wealth to us was his philosophy: “I shall be content if, because of me, there shall be better fruits and fairer flowers.” (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 41)

 Jill Jackson Miller's song LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH was a gift from her to us all. She waived the copyright so that it might be sung worldwide, and we sing it for ourselves and all nations of the world. (Delia Sellers, in Abundant Living magazine)

A journalist watching Mother Teresa care for a dying charge once remarked, “I wouldn’t do that for a million dollars.” Mother Teresa replied, “Neither would I.” (Catholic Digest)

One of my favorite stories involves a one-hundred-year-old man who is planting a peach tree. His next-door neighbor is watching and walks over to chat. He jokingly asks, “Do you really expect to eat the fruit of that young seedling?” The old man stops his work, leans on the handle of his shovel, and says, “All my life, I've eaten the fruit from trees planted by others. It's time for me to plant a tree from which others who will follow me can enjoy the fruit.” (Christopher Ian Chenoweth, in USRS newsletter)

Some people go about trying to do good, only because they have nothing better to do. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
The work of an unknown good man is like a vein of water flowing hidden underground, secretly making the ground greener. (Thomas Carlyle)
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