How Many Uses of the Word “Up” Can You Think Of?
Well, you could start up by looking up the word in the dictionary, discovering that it takes up a lot of space and that doing so takes up time, too. Here’s more:

When a topic comes up, then speak up, especially if you’re up for election.

It’s up to the secretary to write up the minutes of a meeting.

To brighten up a room, polish up the silver and fix up the old sofa. You might work up an appetite.

Don’t stir up trouble; call up your mother.

You will need to line up for tickets and dress up for the show, unless you can think up an excuse not to.

When it clouds up and rains, bear in mind that afterward it will be clearing up.

Remember that a drain has to be opened up when it’s stopped up, but a store is opened up in the morning and closed up at night.

So are you up to it? Or simply mixed up? Don’t give up, even though  you may wind up with nothing.

Well, maybe we should wrap it up, as our time is up, so for now we’ll just shut up. What you do is up to you.

*************************************************************
(R. K., in The Old Farmer’s Almanac – 2009, p. 252)

