Vengeance Returns

Be careful what you do! Consequences go on forever.

(Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

The bullet that found its mark after 20 years! In 1893 Henry Ziegland, of Honey Grove, Texas, jilted his sweetheart who killed herself. Her brother tried to avenge her by shooting Ziegland but the bullet only grazed his face and buried itself in a tree. The brother, thinking he had killed Ziegland, committed suicide. In 1913, Ziegland was cutting down the tree with the bullet in it - it was a tough job so he used dynamite and the explosion sent the old bullet through Ziegland’s head - killing him. (Ripley’s Believe It Or Not!: Strange Coincidences, p. 11)

Every student of history knows that during the War of 1812 the British burned the U.S. Capital and White House. But not every student knows that happened only after Americans burned a British parliament in Canada. (L. M. Boyd)
Grandpa says to the cat: “You think you’re pretty smart, burying my eye-glasses in your litter box, don’t you? Well, don’t look so smug, what goes around comes around. You know that catnip mouse you love so much? Guess what I did with it.” Grandma yells from the bathroom: “Earl! Get the plunger! Hurry! Something’s plugging up the toilet and it’s overflowing!” (Brian Crane, in Pickles comic strip)

Out for a little target practice, a young man was firing his shotgun at a towering saguaro in the Arizona desert. How could he know that the two shots he fired at the cactus would cause a 23-foot section to collapse on him, crushing him to death?” (Kathy Wolfe, in Tidbits)
A recent book about a multimillionaire written by a disgruntled employee comes to mind. The multimillionaire supposedly dismissed the book’s author with the comment “He was never that important to us anyway.” Perhaps that kind of attitude is why the employee left and wrote a scathing book. (Laurie Beth Jones, in Jesus, CEO, p. 283)

Dr. Daniel J. Dire, an emergency room physician at Darnall Army Community Hospital in Fort Hood, Texas, has reviewed 2,000 dog bite cases treated at that hospital’s emergency room in the last five years. “I would say only one to two percent of the dog bites we see are what you would call maulings, or major injuries,” in which the victim is repeatedly bitten or chewed on, Dire said. Based on his research, Dire said he is confident 60% to 70% of all dog bite cases are children who provoked the attacks. (John Accola, in Rocky Mountain News)

A friend and I were driving to the mall when we came to a bridge under construction. The road narrowed to one lane, with a light at either end. We stopped at the red light on our side, and when it turned green, we started up again. Halfway through, we met another car coming toward us. The driver leaned out his window and shouted, “I don’t back up for idiots!” Putting his car into reverse, my friend called back, “No problem. I do.” (John P. Rague, in Reader’s Digest)
James Madison was elected president in 1808 -- and re-elected in 1812, largely because he went along with hawks in Congress who wanted to fight the British for bullying U.S. merchant seamen. In the ensuing war, America invaded Canada and burned the governor's house in York, now Toronto. In retaliation, British invaders rolled up from the Chesapeake Bay and on August 24, 1814, torched the White House. Only the outer shell was saved by a downpour. (Robert Shnayerson, in Reader's Digest)

Little Bighorn Battle: Sitting Bull did not participate, but remained in the hills making medicine, while Crazy Horse took care of Custer. This famous Old West incident was also not an ambush either, but an attack by the soldiers on an Indian encampment. (Bingo Directories, Inc.)
A mouse got its revenge against a homeowner who tried to dispose of it in a pile of burning leaves. The blazing creature ran back to the man’s house and set it on fire. Luciano Mares, 81, of Fort Summer, New Mexico, said he caught the mouse inside his house and threw it on the burning leaves. The burning mouse ran to just beneath a window, and the flames spread from there. No person was hurt, but the home was destroyed. (Associated Press, as it appeared in the Rocky Mountain News, January 9, 2006)

Tales of attacks on people come about because when an octopus is molested it will latch on to the closest hard object. If you are trying to catch him, that object will be you. (Betty Pratt-Johnson, in Reader’s Digest)
Pesticides banned in this country but sold abroad without restraint by American companies are returning to haunt U. S. citizens in the form of poisonous residues on imported foods. (Craig Varoga & the Associated Press editors, in It’s A Fact, p. 72)

In 1941 the British warship Trinidad was sailing in Arctic waters when a passing German destroyer was spotted. Immediately the crew fired a torpedo, but they neglected to account for what the icy waters would do to its steering mechanism. Speeding through the water at forty knots, the weapon began to curve slowly in an arc. The crew of the Trinidad watched, horrified, as the torpedo continued to curve until it began to head back toward the path of the Trinidad. Within moments of being fired, the torpedo slammed into the ship that had fired it. HMS Trinidad was damaged to such an extent that it never saw action again during the war. (M. Hirsh Goldberg, in The Blunder Book, p. 130) 
As soon as Louisiana seceded from the Union in 1861, the Confederacy took over the U. S. Mint in New Orleans, latching onto all its contents, including a nice quantity of gold bullion. Meanwhile, the Union grabbed Robert E. Lee’s place in Arlington, Virginia just across the Potomac from the Capitol. They didn’t give it back either, converting it eventually into Arlington National Cemetery. (Donner & Eve Paige Spencer, in A Treasury of Trivia, p. 96)

Record at hand shows at least three people have been crushed to death after they saw fit to rock vending machines to vigorously. The machines fell on them. (L. M. Boyd)

Caution to newly-promoted executives - remember what the mama whale told the baby whale: “When you get to the top and start letting off steam, that’s the time you’re apt to be harpooned.” (Bits & Pieces)
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