Voting and Elections

Politics is the gentle art of getting votes from the poor and campaign funds from the rich, by promising to protect each from the other. (Oscar Ameringer, labor organizer)

In elections, issues are more important than problems. Candidates should be most interested in those concerns that can be expressed in ways that show the public they have differing views, including views about social issues such as crime, welfare, educational discipline and race and gender preference. That offers the public a choice. Get elected by dividing. Govern by unifying. (Ben J. Wattenberg, in Values Matter Most)

Are political choices hardwired? We may think we vote in line with our economic interests and social values, but our politics may be driven largely by our biological makeup. University of Nebraska researchers measured how aroused the nervous systems of highly conservative and liberal voters became while they viewed positive images, such as pictures of babies or cute animals, and negative scenes featuring car wrecks or fearsome insects. The conservatives showed greater interest in negative images, while liberals responded more strongly to positive ones. When researchers showed both groups collages that intermingled positive and negative images while tracking their eye movements, they found that conservatives focused on the more alarming material. Even on a physiological level, conservatives appear to spend more energy “monitoring things that make them feel uncomfortable,” psychologist Mike Dodd tells LiveScience.com. That may make them more receptive to campaigns that stress their fears, while liberals are more drawn to hopeful plans for the future. “It’s amazing the extent to which they perceive the world differently,” said political scientist John Hibbing, who helped design the study. (The Week magazine, February 24, 2012)

Once, in India, a group of 100,000 Hindus voted to become Christian. But there were 37 denominations at work in their area, so they gave up their plan through inability to agree on which denomination to be identified with. (Christian Advocate)
Politicians do not have an easy life. Somebody is always interrupting it with an election. (Will Rogers)

Finishing second in the Olympics gets you silver. Finishing second in politics gets you oblivion. (Richard Nixon)

An election is coming, Universal peace is declared, and the foxes have a sincere interest in prolonging the lives of the poultry. (George Eliot)
Do you ever get the feeling that the only reason we have elections is to find out if the polls were right? (Robert Orben, humorist)
I know nothing grander, better exercise, better digestion, more positive proof of the past, the triumphant result of faith in human kind, than a well-contested American national election. (Walt Whitman, American poet)

Seventy-three parties were on the ballot for an election in Italy in 1968. One was Friends of the Moon, which sported exactly one candidate. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 337)

Take it from me – elections matter. (Al Gore)

Politicians do not have an easy life. Somebody is always interrupting it with an election. (Will Rogers)

The trouble with practical jokes is that very often they get elected. (Will Rogers)

Vote for the man who promises least; he’ll be the least disappointing. (Bernard Baruch, businessman)

Some Iraqi politicians are telling voters if they don’t vote for them, they’ll go to hell. Imagine trying to use your religion to get votes. Thank God politicians in this country don’t try that type of thing. (Jay Leno)

How sports affects politics: Politicians have good reason to root for their local sports teams. A Stanford University study has found that when the local team wins, it boosts the mood of voters so much that incumbents benefit on Election Day. The study looked at federal and state elections between 1964 and 2008, along with the records of 62 college football teams. Researchers found that game victories in the two weeks before elections increased the incumbents’ share of voters in the counties where the schools were located by about 1.5 percent – enough to make a difference in close races. Victories put voters in a better mood generally, researcher Neil Malhotra tells the Associated Press, and that translates into more support for sitting politicians. “Events that government had nothing to do with but that affect voters’ sense of well-being can affect the decisions they make on Election Day,” Malhotra says. (The Week magazine, July 23, 2010)

It takes a great country to stand a thing like an election hitting it every four years. (Will Rogers)

At the Thanksgiving dinner, one says to the other: “And let us give thanks that the election is over and hope that politics goes back to just being a nuisance.” (Wiley, in Non Sequitur comic strip)

The main trouble with holding elections is that you don’t know in advance how they’re going to turn out. (Lord MacLehose, former Hong Kong governor)

I guess truth can hurt you worse in an election than about anything that can happen to you. (Will Rogers)

If voting could really change things, Congress would make it illegal. (The American Legion magazine)
We always want the best man to win an election. Unfortunately, he never runs. (Will Rogers)
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