Walls and Barriers

A humpback whale releases air bubbles as it swims around a school of herring. The bubbles make a sort of corral fence, because the herring don't try to swim through them. The whale dives and comes up in the middle. With a mouthful. (L. M. Boyd) 

The Berlin Wall, erected in 1961 to stop emigration from communist East Germany, cracked November 9, 1989, when the country, again facing a mass exodus – this time through its newly democratized Eastern Bloc neighbors – allowed two-way travel between East and West Berlin. Thousands crossed within hours, and souvenir hunters soon reduced the wall to rubble. Germany reunited the following October. (Alison McLean, in Smithsonian magazine)

The U.S. Border Patrol’s budget has doubled from roughly $800 million in 1998 to almost $1.6 billion today. Over the same period, the number of illegal immigrants in the U.S. has tripled, from some 4 million to an estimated 12 million. (The Wall Street Journal, as it appeared in The Week magazine, June 2, 2006)
In 525 B.C., the Persians whipped the Egyptian army when a Persian officer lined up a row of cats in front of his troops. The Egyptians thought the cats were sacred and wouldn’t fire any arrow. But the Persians would, and killed just about everything in front of them except the cats. (L. M. Boyd)

The fact is that walls are walls – solid, impervious, hard concrete. But the truth, even the scientific truth, is that walls are nothing mostly, mainly empty space. Walls are made up of particles – the scientists tell us – and those particles are almost as far apart relatively as are the planets. Walls are merely energy dancing on emptiness, more full of perpetual motion than the waves and winds of the sea. (James Dillet Freeman, in Unity magazine)

The same fence that shuts others out shuts you in. (Bill Copeland)

One cannot say how many invaders were blocked by the Great Wall. Except for brief periods, China was subject to continual barbarian invasions from the north, and was conquered repeatedly. Today, crumbling in many of its parts, the Wall is a useless, if still awesomely impressive, hulk. Like all barriers that nations raise to keep other people out, and their own people in, it failed. (Lowell Thomas, in Reader’s Digest)

The Great Wall of China – 2,500 miles long, stretching over more than one-twentieth of the Earth’s circumference – was the longest continuous construction project in history. It was built over a period of 1,700 years; enough stone was used to build an eight-foot wall girdling the globe at the equator. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts. P. 318)

Economists at Stanford University and the University of Chicago estimate that, between 1960 and 2008, 15 to 20 percent of the growth in U.S. productivity came from removing the barriers blocking white women and blacks of both genders in the workforce. (The Wall Street Journal, as it appeared in The Week magazine, April 12, 2013)

When Harvard College was founded in 1636 it was surrounded by a tall stockade to keep out prowling wolves and hostile Indians. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 36)

The front between North and South Korea is the most fortified international border on earth. (L. M. Boyd)

L.A. ‘Wall’: The Los Angeles County government recently financed a $160,000 concrete wall, 300 feet long and 10 feet high, around Lindbergh Junior High School, just to prevent stray bullets from entering the schoolyard. The school is next to a housing project noted for violence. (Rocky Mountain News, January 27, 1989)

A brick wall and a plate-glass window are made from the same principal ingredient: sand! (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 85)

You know that original wooden fence strengthened into an earthen wall that ran parallel to what is now New York City’s Wall Street? It was supposed to keep livestock and Indians out. But it didn’t. It never kept anything in or out. (L. M. Boyd)

Although a wall looks real, solid to sight and feel, a wall is not a wall, is not a wall at all, but particles as far apart as star from star, that whirl from place to place without traversing space. Sometimes I wonder what is what and what is not. Are all the walls that bind Me, only in my mind? (James Dillet Freeman)

If you took all the stones from the huge pyramid of Cheops in Egypt, you could build a ten-foot-high wall around France. (Paul Stirling Hagerman, in It’s a Weird World, p. 118)

The pyramids in Egypt contain enough stone and mortar to construct a wall 10 feet high and 5 feet wide running from New York City to Los Angeles. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 16)

There is enough stone in the Great Wall of China to build an eight-foot wall around the earth at the equator. (James Meyers, in Mammoth Book of Trivia, p. 260)

Border fence problems: The 600-mile-long fence being built along the U.S.-Mexico border is seven years behind schedule, millions of dollars over budget, and will cost taxpayers $6.5 billion to maintain during the next 20 years, government auditors report. The Government Accountability Office also noted that the infrared cameras used in the virtual part of the fence fail repeatedly, especially in sandstorms or bad weather. The fence was supposed to be completed this year, but won’t be finished until 2016. The GAO said there have been more than 3,000 breaches in completed portions of the fence, which cost about $1,300 each to repair. Border crossers have learned to cut through the fence with tools, climb over it with ladders, or use vehicles to smash through it. (The Week magazine, October 2, 2009)

I’m not sure on which side of the prison walls the worst people are to be found. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
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