War


Byproduct of terror alert: Traffic entering Denver International Airport on Wednesday stretched into long lines because of the orange -- or high -- terror alert issued by the Department of Homeland Security on Tuesday. At DIA, security officials conducted random searches of vehicles entering the airport and searched all automobiles entering parking garages there. Intelligence reports suggest a terrorist attack against U.S. interests is imminent. (Rocky Mountain News, May 22, 2003)


The Iraq war’s 500th amputee was airlifted back to the U.S. last week. Of the 22,700 U.S. soldiers wounded in the war, 2.2 percent have lost one or more limbs. (Time.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 2, 2007)

Only two animal species wage war on their own kind – ants and humans. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 54)

Muslim views of the United States turned to outright animosity after the Iraq war, leading to increased support for Osama bin Laden, according to a poll of 16,000 people in 20 nations. “The bottom has fallen out of support for America in the Muslim world, and antagonism has deepened and widened," said Andrew Kohut, director of the Pew Research Center for the People and the Press in Washington, which conducted the poll after the heavy fighting had ended. Kohut said the polls found the Muslim world not only dislikes U.S. policy, but increasingly dislikes Americans and are showing that by boycotting American products and technology. He said one trend that will be worrisome for American diplomats is that popular support for Osama bin Laden is swelling in cities of predominantly Muslim countries like Indonesia, Jordan, Morocco, Nigeria, and Pakistan as well as in the Palestinian Authority. Half of those polled in those countries said they had confidence that bin Laden would do the right thing in world affairs. (Lance Gay, Scripps Howard News Service, in Rocky Mountain News, June 4, 2003) 

Antarctica is the only continent that has never seen a war. The Antarctic Treaty, signed in 1959, prohibits anything of a military nature in Antarctica. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 136)


Why do so many arguments go on after the people originally involved have all disappeared? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

No nation ever had an army large enough to guarantee against attack in time of peace or insure it victory in time of war. (President Calvin Coolidge)

During World War II, many immigrants fought in the American military. After the war, immigrant groups began to get along better with each other. Kids of parents from different countries played together, and people from different religious backgrounds married each other. This is part of assimilation, or becoming more similar. (Debby Debnam)

President Bush said that the people who are attacking our forces in Iraq are getting more and more desperate because we’re making so much progress. So remember, the worse it gets, the better it is. (Jay Leno, 2003)

In World War I, almost eight million men fought for Austria-Hungary, and 90 percent of them were either wounded or killed. (L. M. Boyd)

The U.S. is going the way of all empires, said Anwar Kemal. Empires are not always conquered militarily. They sometimes collapse from within, once their economic supremacy is challenged. And that seems to happen when they can’t afford to pay for their wars. The British Empire, for example, petered out at least partly “on account of the staggering financial expenditures that it incurred during two world wars.” And the Soviet Union bankrupted itself on the war in Afghanistan. Similarly, the U.S. is now experiencing an economic meltdown because of its unsustainable wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. There’s still time for it to salvage some of its international standing and influence. It just has to “extricate the country from the unnecessary war in Iraq” and bring stability to Afghanistan. Once it has retrenched militarily, it should “balance its books by reverting to the old American values of financial discipline, investment in knowledge, and hard work.” If the U. S. fails to take these steps, it will become history’s latest example of “imperial overreach.” (The Week magazine, October 17, 2008) 

War is at best barbarism. It is only those who have neither fired a shot nor heard the shrieks and groans of the wounded who cry aloud for blood, more vengeance, more desolation. War is hell. (U. S. Civil War General William Sherman)

There is no instance of a nation benefiting from prolonged warfare. (Sun Tzu, in The Art of War)

More than an end to war, we want an end to the beginnings of all wars. (Franklin D., Roosevelt)

The U.N. estimates that 40 percent of the bomblets that Israel dropped on Lebanon during the war with Hezbollah failed to explode. In the seven weeks since the conflict ended, many of these shells have detonated, killing 18 civilians and wounding more than 100. (The Boston Globe, as it appeared in The Week magazine on October 27, 2006)

In 1943, President Franklin Roosevelt sent to Congress a budget of $109 billion, $100 billion of which was for the war in Europe and the Pacific. (Ben Franklin’s Almanac)

The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have created a shortage of bullets, affecting police departments across the nation, which are cutting back on live-fire training. U. S. soldiers are now firing 1 billion bullets per year. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine on September 7, 2007)

Man cannot simultaneously prevent and prepare for war. (Albert Einstein)

One thing more than any other in human history has caused wars – border disputes. In medieval England and elsewhere, combat was the normal legal way to settle rural property claims. No court system handled such. This was brought over to North America’s frontier, quite naturally. In movies, we see cattlemen justify little wars against settlers with tales of how said cattlemen alone fought the Indians to tame the land. But traditionally, they didn’t need to justify. That was how it was done, how it always had been done. (L. M. Boyd)

Tucked away in last year’s military spending bill was a lump sum of $20 million to fund a national celebration “for commemoration of success” in Iraq and Afghanistan. Left unspent, the money has been rolled over into this year’s budget. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, October 20, 2006)


Children of veterans of the first Persian Gulf War are more likely to have three specific birth defects than those of soldiers who never served in the gulf, a government study has found. Researchers found the infants born to male veterans of the 1991 war had higher rates of two types of heart valve defects. They also found a higher rate of a genital urinary defect in boys conceived after the war to Gulf War veteran mothers. In addition, Gulf War veterans' children born after the war had a certain kidney defect that was not found in Gulf War veterans' children born before the war. (Associated Press, printed in Rocky Mountain News on June 4, 2003)


Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired, signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and not clothed. This world in arms is not spending money alone. It is spending the sweat of its laborers, the genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children. This is not a way of life at all in any true sense. Under the clouds of war, it is humanity hanging on a cross of iron. (Dwight Eisenhower)

U.S. authorities last year doled out $19.7 million to Iraqis in “condolence payments” for civilian injuries and deaths due to American military actions – up from $5 million the year before. Officials said the increase reflects more urban combat, as well as a greater willingness among Iraqis to come forward to claim compensation. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine on June 23, 2006)

About 4 million people – half of them children under 5 – have died as a result of fighting between Congo’s army and rebel militias since 1998. Every six months, the toll of Congolese who die of malnutrition, disease, or violence equals that of 2004’s deadly Indian Ocean tsunami. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine on August 11, 2006)

The actual cost of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan is $1.6 trillion, about double the administration’s funding requests, according to a report by congressional Democrats. The study attempted to measure the “hidden” costs of the wars, including interest on money borrowed to fight them, lost investment, and the expense of long-term care for wounded veterans. The price tag works out to $20,900 per American family, the study said. The White House dismissed the report as “partisan and political.” (The Week magazine, November 23, 2007)

The real cost of endless war: I hate to spoil “the charming romance of war,” said Steve Chapman, but the official cost of trying to transform Iraq and Afghanistan into democracies just surpassed $1 trillion. In the age of “TARP, Obamacare, and LeBron James,” that may not sound like much, but it’s actually more than we’ve spent on any war except World War II. In fact, Afghanistan and Iraq “have cost more in real dollars than the Korean and Vietnam wars combined.” And $1 trillion doesn’t even come close to covering their true costs, which include future veterans’ benefits and the interest on the massive debt we’ve accumulated in getting China to finance our foreign adventures. In 2008, scholars Joseph Stiglitz and Linda Bilmes pegged the long-run cost of the two wars at $5 trillion to $7 trillion, nearly twice this year’s federal budget. But Bilmes now says costs are actually outpacing those estimates, and could eventually read $8 trillion. That, of course, is in addition to the 34,000 Americans killed or wounded, and the tens of thousands who’ve returned with invisible damage to their psyches. What a price to pay for learning that even the U.S. cannot afford “to redesign the world to suit us.” (The Week magazine, August 20, 2010)

Fifty-seven countries were involved in World War II. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 164)

Never think that war, no matter how necessary, nor how justified, is not a crime. (Ernest Hemingway)

The last time the United States “declared war” on another country was in 1941 during World War II. But historians note that since that war our nation has been involved in 30 to 40 wars, depending on how war is defined. (L. M. Boyd)

About 300,000 veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars – 18 percent of those who have served – are suffering from depression or post-traumatic stress syndrome, according to a comprehensive new Rand Corp. analysis. More than half of those affected are not receiving adequate treatment, and the study warned of “long-term consequences” for the vets and for the nation. (Los Angeles Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 2, 2008)

War never determines who’s right, just who’s left. (Bertrand Russell)


There have been well over 15,000 wars throughout recorded history. Some 100 million people have died in wars in this 20th century alone. (Keith A. Stump, in Plain Truth magazine)

In war, you win or lose, live or die – and the difference is just an eyelash. (Douglas MacArthur, Army general)

The number of disabled veterans has jumped by 25 percent since 2001, to 2.9 million. With tens of thousands of Iraq war veterans coming home with such injuries as multiple amputations, brain damage, and burns, the federal government expects to be spending $59 billion a year to compensate injured vets in 25 years, up from $29 billion this year. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 23, 2008)

The administration and the military don’t want a draft and don’t need one. Our active duty force is about 1.4 million today. In 1968, at the height of the Vietnam War, it was more than 3.5 million. During World War II it was more than 12 million.  (Mike Rosen, in Rocky Mountain News, October 5, 2007)

Woodrow Wilson thought winning World War I could make it the war to end all wars. Instead, it gave Hitler issues on which to lead Germany into World War II. Now comes George W. Bush with a “vision” to impose freedom and Democracy on the Middle East. (Bill Wortman, in Denver Post)

Mankind must put an end to war or war will put an end to mankind. (J. F. Kennedy, 1962)

Only the dead have seen the end of war. (George Santayana)

A war was ended by a solar eclipse – and became the oldest event on earth that can be dated to the exact day. The armies of Lydia and Media were preparing for battle in Asia Minor when the eclipse occurred. Sobered by the event, the two nations signed a peace treaty. Modern astronomers have fixed the date of that eclipse at May 28, 585 B.C. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 394)

On April 6, 1917, the United States formally entered the First World War. By the time the war ended on November 11, 1918, more than 2 million American soldiers had served on the battlefields of Western Europe, and some 50,000 of them had lost their lives. (Moments In Time – The History Channel)


The war in Afghanistan is on track to become the nation's most expensive combat operation since Vietnam -- if it hasn't reached that milestone already. Although the Pentagon hasn't released a breakdown of costs of Operation Enduring Freedom, White House budget director Mitchell Daniels has estimated the price at about $1 billion a month. (Lisa Hoffman, Scripps Howard News Service, printed in Rocky Mountain News, January 23, 2002)

Recovering from years of “war fever”: Every few decades, the U.S. catches a bad case of foreign “war fever,” said Andrew Bacevich. Gripped by this mania in 1898, Americans charged off to free “oppressed Cubans” from Spanish tyranny. When we eventually came to our senses – having acquired an empire stretching from Puerto Rico to the Philippines – “no one could quite explain what had happened or why.” A feverish desire to “bear any burden” flared up again in the 1960s, when three successive presidents committed U.S. troops to saving South Vietnam. A decade of horrific casualties, followed by the fall of Saigon in 1975, temporarily inoculated the country against destructive overseas adventures. But “then came 9/11, and the fever simply soared off the charts,” leading to endless war in Afghanistan and Iraq. Now polls show that the public is weary of war and wants our troops to come home; Republicans have joined liberal Democrats in questioning the wisdom of indefinite, open-ended conflicts. Even military officials, such as Defense Secretary Robert Gates, warn that our armed forces are “exhausted” and cannot take on any more war. Is this isolationism? No: It’s simply a return to sanity. (The Week magazine, July 15, 2011)

Donald Rumsfeld criticized the media for portraying the Iraq war in a negative light. He said, “The media should focus on the more light-hearted, fun aspects of the war.” (Conan O’Brien, in Time, December 19, 2005)

In his last two budgets, President Bush made no provisions for funding a possible war with Iraq. Now the probable costs of that venture are becoming clearer. The administration is preparing to ask Congress for supplemental appropriations -- unbudgeted additional spending -- of at least $60 billion to fund fighting and reconstruction in Iraq over the next six months. Meanwhile, loose estimates of the cost of maintaining an occupation force in Iraq run anywhere from $6 billion to $20 billion a year. (Rocky Mountain News, March 3, 2003)

A man was watching his young nephew play a war game at the beach with some other little kids in their sand forts. “Stevie," the uncle called, “if you take those other kids' fort in the next 15 minutes, I'll give you a dollar." About three minutes later, the boy ran up to his uncle with the news that the kids in the other fort had surrendered. “Here's your dollar," said the uncle. “But how did you manage it so quickly." “I offered the enemy a quarter," Stevie answered, “and they surrendered." (Funny, Funny World)

Billy says to Dolly as he jumps off the diving board: “Look, Dolly! A cannonball!” Dolly: “I’m tellin’, Billy! Mommy said no war games of any kind!” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

No nation ever had an army large enough to guarantee it against attack in time of peace or ensure it victory in time of war. (Calvin Coolidge)

Napoleon thought he had whipped Spain. But clusters of Spaniards went on fighting what they called “the little war” – the “guerilla.” First use of the term, that. And it was way back then that a few, only a few, students of international conflict began to realize that the winning of a war only occurs, if ever, long after the fighting stops. (L. M. Boyd)

Just handling a gun can make a man more aggressive, says a new study. Researchers at Illinois’ Knox College tested the saliva of two groups of 15 students after one group was asked to assemble a board game, and another to put together a large handgun. Testosterone levels soared in those who handled the gun, but didn’t change in the board-game group. The two groups were then asked to create a drink containing hot sauce for a student volunteer. Those who’d handled the gun laced the drink with about three times as much mouth-burning sauce as the other group. That, researcher Tim Kasser tells The New York Times, indicates a strong level of aggression. Those men were so primed for conflict, in fact, that many were disappointed when they found out their incendiary concoctions wouldn’t actually be given to the next volunteer. (The Week magazine, May 26, 2006)

On January 29, 1891, Lydia Paki Liliuokalani was made queen of the Hawaiian Islands after the death of her brother King Kalakaua. Her rule didn’t last very long; American businessman Sanford Dole, backed by the U.S. Marines, deposed the queen two years later. In 1900, the Republic of Hawaii was organized into a U.S. territory. Liliuokalani spent the rest of her days petitioning the federal government for compensation for seized land and other losses, to no avail. She died at her Honolulu estate in 1917 at the age of 79. (Chai Woodham, in Smithsonian magazine)

U.S. homeland security officials say they respond to terrorism hoaxes virtually every single day. The false threats – such as claims that bombs have been planted aboard cruise ships and in football stadiums – cost millions of dollars in wasted resources, and distract officials from pursuing real threats. (USA Today, as it appeared in The Week magazine, on February 2, 2007)

On August 30, 1963, a 24-hour-a-day “hot line” system between Moscow and Washington, D.C., went into effect. The hot line was never really necessary to prevent war between the Soviet Union and the United States, and its significance at the time was largely symbolic. (Moments In Time, The History Channel)

God help the army that must fight for an idea rather than an objective. (Author Mark Helprin)

In the war of ideas, it is the people who get killed. (Anonymous)

$600 million is what the Army and Marine Corps together paid during the past year in bonuses and other incentives to attract volunteers. (Associated Press, as it appeared in the Rocky Mountain News, January 13, 2009)

The only never-conquered American Indians were the Seminoles. Were you aware, even, that they declared war against the Axis nations during World War II. (L. M. Boyd)

You may not be interested in war, but war is interested in you. (Leon Trotsky)

After eight years of war, bombings, and brutal sectarian violence, Iraq’s civilian population is now suffering an epidemic of depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, and other mental illnesses, health officials there say. But there are only 100 psychiatrists to serve a population of 30 million. (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 2-9, 2010)

The holy city of Jerusalem has known the hosts of 36 wars. She has been reduced to ashes 17 times. Jerusalem has risen out of these ashes 18 times. (Josef Blumenfeld, in Plain Truth magazine, 1989)

One hundred twenty million people have been killed in 130 wars in this century – more than all those killed in war before 1900. (Richard Nixon, in 1999 – Victory Without War)

Of course people don’t want war but it is the leaders of the country who determine the policy and it is always a simple matter to drag the people along. The people can always be brought to the bidding of the leaders. That is easy! All you have to do is to tell them they are being attacked and denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism and exposing the country to danger. It works the same way in any country. (Herman Goering, Hitler’s designated successor)

Tens of thousands of people die every month in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, The Lancet reports, from easily preventable diarrhea, malaria, respiratory infections, and malnutrition – a legacy of war. (Discover magazine, March, 2006)

So far, the U.S. has spent $750 million on the war in Libya. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 27, 2011)

According to the Golden Arches Theory of Conflict Prevention, no two countries have fought a war against one another since each got its McDonald’s. The accuracy of this statement depends on a flexible interpretation of the term “war.” (Noel Botham, in The Best Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 142)

About 46,000 veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars have already gone to Veterans Affairs centers seeking treatment for mental health problems. (Newsday, as it appeared in The Week magazine March 31, 2006)

On October 10, 1951, President Harry Truman signed the Mutual Security Act, announcing to the world that the U.S. was prepared to provide military aid to “free peoples,” with an increase in military assistance to democratic nations. President Dwight Eisenhower abolished the Mutual Security Act in 1953. (MOMENTS IN TIME – The History Channel)

Wars begin in the minds of man, and in those minds, love and compassion would have built the defenses of peace. (Former United Nations Secretary General U Thant)

Erecting a missile defense system to give the nation limited protection from ballistic missile attack would cost nearly $60 billion through the year 2015, according to a congressional report released Tuesday. The Congressional Budget Office said that if successfully engaged a national defense system would defend the entire country against several tens of missiles. It cautioned, however, that many believe that a country just developing long-range missiles could use simple countermeasures rendering a missile defense system impotent. (Jim Abrams, Associated Press, printed in Rocky Mountain News, April 26, 2000)

You can no more win a war than you can win an earthquake. (J. Rankin)

War: Not necessarily depressing: Some soldiers are traumatized by war, but many come home in better mental shape than when they left, says the British Journal of Psychiatry. Researchers at King’s College London questioned 421 members of the 16 Air Assault Brigade of Colchester before and after taking part in operations in Iraq for about four months, and concluded that they underwent “a highly significant relative improvement in mental health.” But these were not typical soldiers: They were all in an elite unit which maintained high morale while in Iraq, and they all saw positive results from their service. Nonetheless, said researcher Dr. Jamie Hacker Hughes, the findings challenge the stereotype of the traumatized and depressed veteran. Participating in a war, he said, “may not be as deleterious to psychological well-being as previously thought.” (The Week magazine, June 24, 2005)

Newly released documents show the FBI is investigating Americans just for opposing the war. Maybe when we get done establishing democracy in Iraq, we could try it here. (Jay Leno, in Rocky Mountain News, March 21, 2006)

I am not merely a pacifist but a militant pacifist. Nothing will end war unless people refuse to go to war. (Albert Einstein)

All patriarchal societies are either preparing for war, at war, or recovering from war. (George Carlin, in When Will Jesus Bring the Pork Chops?, p. 111)

If so many people get hurt in war, why do they keep playin’ it? (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

The military don’t start wars. Politicians start wars. (General William C. Westmoreland, American military commander) 
Politics are almost as exciting as war, and quite as dangerous. In war, you can only be killed once. (Winston Churchill)
The grim fact is that we prepare for war like precocious giants, and for peace like retarded pygmies. (Lester Bowles Pearson, Canada's prime minister of the 1960s)

The price tag for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan will soon surpass that of the decade-long Vietnam War. By next year, the cost of ongoing U.S. military operations since 9/11 is expected to approach $600 billion. The Vietnam War, in today’s dollars, cost $536 billion. (USA Today, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 1, 2006)


In war there is no second prize for the runner-up. (General Omar N. Bradley)

U.S. military commanders say foreign fighters are being actively recruited by loyalists to Saddam Hussein to join the resistance against U.S. forces in Iraq, posing a new challenge to efforts to stabilize the country. Military officials say U.S. troops in Iraq have had to contend with Syrians, Saudis, Yemenis, Algerians, Lebanese, and Chechens. Many of these fighters took up arms against the United States during the U.S. thrust to Baghdad. But a significant number remain, and a new effort is underway to lure more to Iraq to join the fight against the Americans, officials say. (Michael R. Gordon with Douglas Jehl, in The New York Times as printed in The Denver Post on June 22, 2003) 


Congress has approved $18.6 billion in taxpayer funds for reconstruction in Iraq. Here is the breakdown of how some of it might be spent: $5 billion for new electricity generation and transmission. $4 billion each for water projects and security. $1 billion for oil sector repairs. $100 million each for gas turbine electricity plants at the northern town of Badoosh, and three in Baghdad. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 23, 2003)

Reimbursement: $2,500 – Largest sum the Pentagon allows as payment to families of Iraqi civilians killed by actions of U.S. and coalition forces during combat. $100.000 – The “death gratuity payment” issued by the Department of Defense to families of U.S. service members who are killed in a combat zone or operation. (Department of Defense, as it appeared in Time magazine, July 2, 2007)

If we let people see that kind of thing, there would never again be any war. (Pentagon official on why the military censored footage of the Gulf War)

America is sick of war: Since 1972, Republicans “have enjoyed a presumption of superiority regarding national security,” said George Will. That presumption is now gone. President Obama’s foreign policy has been aggressive and largely successful: Osama bin Laden is dead, and the drone war kills more terrorists every day. Yet Republicans bitterly complain that Obama is a wimp who made a terrible mistake by pulling out of Iraq and is making the same mistake by winding down Afghanistan. When he becomes president, Mitt Romney has vowed, we’ll fight on in Afghanistan until the Taliban is “defeated.” After 10 years of war, much of it fruitless, is this really what the American people want to hear? Clearly not. Yet some Republicans are even clamoring for two more wars, in Syria and Iran. These same hawks are in an uproar that Obama has proposed trimming the military budget by 8 percent over 10 years, even though the U.S. spends more on defense than the next 17 nations combined. Memo to the GOP: The voters have had quite enough of foreign nation-building, and want to attend to the problems at home. “Republicans who think America is being endangered by ‘appeasement’ and military parsimony have worked that pedal on their organ quite enough.” (The Week magazine, February 24, 2012)

War is like fighting a skunk. If you live through it, it doesn’t make all that much difference whether you win or lose. (L. M. Boyd)

Congress approved $82 billion in emergency spending to cover military costs in Iraq and Afghanistan. The measure brought the total bill for the wars to $290 billion, with Iraq accounting for two-thirds. The measure was intended to cover costs through September, but some analysts say the Bush administration will need to request more money in a few months. (The Week magazine, May 20, 2005)

Defense spending, even with the war in Iraq, is less than you think. The Fiscal Year  2007 budget called for $572 billion for defense, 20 percent of total federal spending. Iraq accounts for about a fifth of that. During the Vietnam War, defense spending ate up about 45 percent of the budget and, in 1943, 70 percent of federal spending was devoted to the world war. (Mike Rosen, in Rocky Mountain News, October 5, 2007)

Democrats are arguing that the $60 billion that will be spent on war in Iraq could be better-spent here at home. President Bush has agreed and has now announced a plan to bomb Ohio. (Conan O-Brien)

We’re the middle children of history . . . no purpose or place. We have no great war, no Great Depression. Our great war is a spiritual war. (From the film Fight Club, screenplay by Jim Uhls)

President Bush and Attorney General John Ashcroft have stated that government “suspension" of our fundamental rights that have been protected by the Bill of Rights for over 200 years are required to protect America from its enemies. Ashcroft has also stated that the war on terrorism is not a temporary engagement, but that it is a permanent battle that the president and the government, must wage indefinitely. “We must forever change the way we think about national security," he has stated. You do not have to be a constitutional scholar to see where we are headed. The Supreme Court refuses to keep a check on the government that has suspended the Bill of Rights in the name of national security. It appears that the balance of powers, and the checks and balances of American democracy, along with individual rights, have not only been eroded but are in danger of demise. (Benjamin Silva, in Rocky Mountain News, June 4, 2003)

Wars teach us not to love our enemies but to hate our allies. (Author W. L. George)

Most of the early teachers in this country were men. But that started to turn around in 1850. Then death on the Civil War battlefields changed it most drastically. (L. M. Boyd)

The war against terrorism will not be won as long as there are people desperate with disease and living in poverty and squalor. Sharing our prosperity is the best weapon against terrorism. (Desmond Tutu)

Concern over terrorism cost S&P 500 companies $107 billion a year in insurance, redundant capacity, lost revenues, and other expenses. (BusinessWeek, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 10, 2006)

President Bush raised the nation's threat level Tuesday to orange, or “high." But the heightened terror alerts cost U.S. cities millions of dollars. Some examples: $5 million - The amount of money New York City alone spends in a week on additional homeland measures. $2.6 million - The tab San Francisco spends a week on heightened security.  $70 million - The amount cities spend a week nationwide during periods of high alerts. (CNN.com, printed in Rocky Mountain News, May 22, 2003)


$900.000 is how much the Pentagon is paying a contractor to destroy old F-14s rather than sell the spares at the risk of their falling into the wrong hands, including Iran’s. The Tomcat was a strike fighter with a price tag of roughly $38 million. By the 1980s it was a movie star with a leading role in the Tom Cruise classic Top Gun. The Pentagon retired its F-14s last fall. (Associated Press, as it appeared in the Rocky Mountain News on September 3, 2007)

The United States has fought nine major wars in nine generations. (L. M. Boyd)

The U.S. has been at war for 47 of the 230 years it has existed, or 20 percent of its history. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, August 6, 2010)

In war, there are no unwounded soldiers. (Jose Narosky, in Si Todos los Tiempos)

It is useless to send armies against ideas. (George Brandes)


In war, whichever side may call itself the victor, there are no winners, but all are losers. (Neville Chamberlain, British Prime Minister)

Price of victory: $138 billion (in today's dollars): Cost of the Marshall Plan, the plan to rebuild Europe after World War II by Secretary of State George Marshall. The price was $13.3 billion in 1940s dollars.  $30 billion to $105 billion - The American Academy of Arts and Sciences' estimated cost for rebuilding Iraq in the next decade. (Rocky Mountain News, March 26, 2003)

There are no warlike peoples – just warlike leaders. (Ralph J. Bunche, American diplomat)

The true warrior is ‘one who conquers oneself’. (T. Harv Eker)

Who won World War I? Many countries achieved independence in that great war. But only one, Finland, remains a western-style democracy. (L.M. Boyd)

Napoleon thought he had whipped Spain. But clusters of Spaniards went on fighting what they called “The Little War" -- the “Guerilla." First use of the term, that. And it was way back then that a few, only a few students of international conflict began to realize that the winning of a war only occurs, if ever, long after the fighting stops. (L. M. Boyd)



Winning the peace is a far greater challenge than winning the war . . . how we respond to the challenges of peace will determine our survival as a species, the well-being of the planet, and the possibility of true justice around the world. (Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson)

Reader writes: “Veterans of the American Revolutionary War witnessed the War of 1812, and veterans of 1812 witnessed the Civil War. You can similarly cycle the backward linkage from the Spanish-American War and World War I and World War II and the Korean War and the Vietnam War. We are impatient, restless, eager. We do not wait for the passing of the old to start the killing of the young, never have.” (L. M. Boyd)

Wolves seem to understand combat, but not old age, an expert says. If one dies fighting, they pay little attention. If one just dies, they circle the body, then alternately howl and sit silently. (L. M. Boyd)


No one won the last war, and no one will win the next. (Eleanor Roosevelt, letter to Harry S. Truman)

The word “war” is spoken far more frequently than the word “peace,” according to language experts. (L. M. Boyd)

Worldwide during 2005, there were 28 full-fledged wars and 11 other armed conflicts. (Vital Signs 2006-2007, Worldwatch Institute)

If a thing be disagreeable in contemplation, cease to contemplate it, go out to meet it, serenely nonresistant. In any warfare in which you find yourself engaged you are the one who wars and the one who is warred against. You war against your own thoughts of nature, of people, of life. The universe is at peace. If you think that you hate others you hate merely what your imperfect vision claims to see in others. If you resist anything, you but resist the opinion that you have formed in relation to that thing. If you do not resist, the act is not unjust to you, because you do not receive it. (Imelda Shanklin, in What Are You?)
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