War – Trivia

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

neither shall they learn war any more.

(Isaiah 2:4)
Only two animal species wage war on their own kind – ants and humans. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 54)

Antarctica is the only continent that has never seen a war. The Antarctic Treaty, signed in 1959, prohibits anything of a military nature in Antarctica. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 136)

During World War II, many immigrants fought in the American military. After the war, immigrant groups began to get along better with each other. Kids of parents from different countries played together, and people from different religious backgrounds married each other. This is part of assimilation, or becoming more similar. (Debby Debnam)

One thing more than any other in human history has caused wars – border disputes. In medieval England and elsewhere, combat was the normal legal way to settle rural property claims. No court system handled such. This was brought over to North America’s frontier, quite naturally. In movies, we see cattlemen justify little wars against settlers with tales of how said cattlemen alone fought the Indians to tame the land. But traditionally, they didn’t need to justify. That was how it was done, how it always had been done. (L. M. Boyd)

Fifty-seven countries were involved in World War II. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 164)

The last time the United States “declared war” on another country was in 1941 during World War II. But historians note that since that war our nation has been involved in 30 to 40 wars, depending on how war is defined. (L. M. Boyd)

There have been well over 15,000 wars throughout recorded history. Some 100 million people have died in wars in this 20th century alone. (Keith A. Stump, in Plain Truth magazine)

The administration and the military don’t want a draft and don’t need one. Our active duty force is about 1.4 million today. In 1968, at the height of the Vietnam War, it was more than 3.5 million. During World War II it was more than 12 million. (Mike Rosen, in Rocky Mountain News, October 5, 2007)

A war was ended by a solar eclipse – and became the oldest event on earth that can be dated to the exact day. The armies of Lydia and Media were preparing for battle in Asia Minor when the eclipse occurred. Sobered by the event, the two nations signed a peace treaty. Modern astronomers have fixed the date of that eclipse at May 28, 585 B.C. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 394)

Recovering from years of “war fever”: Every few decades, the U.S. catches a bad case of foreign “war fever,” said Andrew Bacevich. Gripped by this mania in 1898, Americans charged off to free “oppressed Cubans” from Spanish tyranny. When we eventually came to our senses – having acquired an empire stretching from Puerto Rico to the Philippines – “no one could quite explain what had happened or why.” A feverish desire to “bear any burden” flared up again in the 1960s, when three successive presidents committed U.S. troops to saving South Vietnam. A decade of horrific casualties, followed by the fall of Saigon in 1975, temporarily inoculated the country against destructive overseas adventures. But “then came 9/11, and the fever simply soared off the charts,” leading to endless war in Afghanistan and Iraq. Now polls show that the public is weary of war and wants our troops to come home; Republicans have joined liberal Democrats in questioning the wisdom of indefinite, open-ended conflicts. Even military officials, such as Defense Secretary Robert Gates, warn that our armed forces are “exhausted” and cannot take on any more war. Is this isolationism? No: It’s simply a return to sanity. (The Week magazine, July 15, 2011)

Napoleon thought he had whipped Spain. But clusters of Spaniards went on fighting what they called “the little war” – the “guerilla.” First use of the term, that. And it was way back then that a few, only a few, students of international conflict began to realize that the winning of a war only occurs, if ever, long after the fighting stops. (L. M. Boyd)

On January 29, 1891, Lydia Paki Liliuokalani was made queen of the Hawaiian Islands after the death of her brother King Kalakaua. Her rule didn’t last very long; American businessman Sanford Dole, backed by the U.S. Marines, deposed the queen two years later. In 1900, the Republic of Hawaii was organized into a U.S. territory. Liliuokalani spent the rest of her days petitioning the federal government for compensation for seized land and other losses, to no avail. She died at her Honolulu estate in 1917 at the age of 79. (Chai Woodham, in Smithsonian magazine)
On August 30, 1963, a 24-hour-a-day “hot line” system between Moscow and Washington, D.C., went into effect. The hot line was never really necessary to prevent war between the Soviet Union and the United States, and its significance at the time was largely symbolic. (Moments In Time, The History Channel)

The only never-conquered American Indians were the Seminoles. Were you aware, even, that they declared war against the Axis nations during World War II. (L. M. Boyd)

One hundred twenty million people have been killed in 130 wars in this century – more than all those killed in war before 1900. (Richard Nixon, in 1999 – Victory Without War)

America is sick of war: Since 1972, Republicans “have enjoyed a presumption of superiority regarding national security,” said George Will. That presumption is now gone. President Obama’s foreign policy has been aggressive and largely successful: Osama bin Laden is dead, and the drone war kills more terrorists every day. Yet Republicans bitterly complain that Obama is a wimp who made a terrible mistake by pulling out of Iraq and is making the same mistake by winding down Afghanistan. When he becomes president, Mitt Romney has vowed, we’ll fight on in Afghanistan until the Taliban is “defeated.” After 10 years of war, much of it fruitless, is this really what the American people want to hear? Clearly not. Yet some Republicans are even clamoring for two more wars, in Syria and Iran. These same hawks are in an uproar that Obama has proposed trimming the military budget by 8 percent over 10 years, even though the U.S. spends more on defense than the next 17 nations combined. Memo to the GOP: The voters have had quite enough of foreign nation-building, and want to attend to the problems at home. “Republicans who think America is being endangered by ‘appeasement’ and military parsimony have worked that pedal on their organ quite enough.” (The Week magazine, February 24, 2012)

Most of the early teachers in this country were men. But that started to turn around in 1850. Then death on the Civil War battlefields changed it most drastically. (L. M. Boyd)

The United States has fought nine major wars in nine generations. (L. M. Boyd)

The U.S. has been at war for 47 of the 230 years it has existed, or 20 percent of its history. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, August 6, 2010)

Who won World War I? Many countries achieved independence in that great war. But only one, Finland, remains a western-style democracy. (L.M. Boyd)

Worldwide during 2005, there were 28 full-fledged wars and 11 other armed conflicts. (Vital Signs 2006-2007, Worldwatch Institute)
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