Weddings

Prenuptial Wows: Police received a complaint of a man and woman fighting. Officers questioned the couple, who said they were arguing about which justice of the peace to use when they got married. (Albany, Oregon, Democrat Herald)

Peculiar ancient wedding customs: 

Middle Ages -- eggs thrown at bride and groom

England -- shoes thrown at groom

Germany -- coin baked in wedding cake

France -- couple arrived at church in chains

Rome -- bride threw nuts at rejected suitors. (World Features Syndicate)

Hagar: “They make a nice couple.” Helga: “Yes, but with their choice of best man, they’re starting off on the wrong foot!” Hagar: “Who’s their best man?” Helga: “He’s a divorce lawyer.” (Dik Browne, in Hagar The Horrible comic strip)

Brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide their body odor – hence, the custom today of carrying a bouquet when getting married. (Noel Botham, in The Best Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 192)

It’s difficult for modern reasonable folk to grasp, is it not, why the original wedding cakes of the ancients were supposed to be broken into pieces and thrown at the brides? (L. M. Boyd)

Shelbyville, Illinois, preacher Darrell Best takes his wedding chapel to the bride and groom in a 1942 American LaFrance fire truck converted into a marriage parlor, complete with an altar, pews and pipe organ. Best charges $200, plus $2 a mile. (American Profile magazine, April 18, 2010)

The average wedding in the U.S. now costs more than $26,000. That’s a 50 percent increase since 1990. (Knight Ridder, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 6, 2005)

Hallmark has rolled out a line of wedding cards for same-sex marriages, illustrated with intertwined flowers, overlapping hearts, or twin tuxedos. The cards omit the words “bride” and “groom,” and bear neutral messages such as “Two hearts, One promise,” making them suitable to commitment ceremonies as well as weddings. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine, September 5, 2008)

“Here Comes the Bride” was not written for weddings: “In 1848, Richard Wagner wrote the “Bridal Chorus” for a bedroom scene for his opera, Lohengrin, produced in 1850. In the scene, servants undress a newly married couple, Elsa and Lohengrin, while a chorus sings the majestic march. In 1858, Princess Victoria of England, the eldest daughter of Queen Victoria, selected Wagner’s “Bridal Chorus” as the music for her walk down the aisle to marry Prince Frederick William of Prussia. Soon after, British brides began copying the royal couple, a new tradition. (Joey Green, in Contrary to Popular Belief, p. 233)

In the marriage ceremony of the ancient Inca Indians of Peru, the couple was considered officially wed when they took off their sandals and handed them to each other. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 144)

The wedding processional in medieval times: 

Singing minstrels – first
Young man carrying bride-cup – second
Bride (with two bachelors and 12 knights) – third
Maidens carrying wedding cake – fourth
Girls with garlands of wheat – fifth
Bridegroom (with two maidens and close friends – sixth
Relatives – seventh
Less intimate friends -- last. (www.ultimatewedding.com)

Modern weddings: everything white, from your sneakers to your sweatshirt. (Dorothy Galyean, in Quips and Quotes and Cleaned Up Jokes)

Wedding practices around the world: 

Angola -- son-in-law and bride's mom don't meet until first child born

Benin -- groom gives imported gin to bride's parents

Samoa -- 14-day engagement

Bulgaria -- woman stays at future in-laws when wedding announced

Zuni Nation -- wife can send husband back to family

Nepal -- woman symbolically first wed to wood apple, a fruit; marriage to husband “of less importance”. (Carolyn Mordecai, in Weddings)

A priest, who was a good friend of the family, agreed to help celebrate a special Mass for my parents’ 50th anniversary. While he was going over the service, he asked my mother, “Are you planning to renew your vows?” “Why?” Mom asked, “Have they expired?” (Jean Stackpoole, in Reader’s Digest)

Husband says to wife during wedding ceremony: “With this $365 ring, plus sales tax, I thee wed.” (Jim Unger, in Herman comic strip)

Women wear engagement and wedding rings on the third finger of the left hand (not counting the thumb), because an ancient belief held that a delicate nerve runs directly from that finger to the heart. If women wearing engagement rings had a heart, they wouldn’t be wearing engagement rings! (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 21)

The young couple met with their pastor to set a date for their wedding. When he asked whether they preferred a contemporary or a traditional service, they opted for the former. On the big day, a major storm forced the groom to take an alternate route to the church. The streets were flooded, so he rolled up his pants legs to keep his trousers dry. When he finally reached the church, his best man rushed him into the sanctuary and up to the altar, just as the ceremony was starting. “Pull down your pants,” whispered the pastor. “Uh, Reverend, I've changed my mind,” the groom responded. “I think I want the traditional service.” (Faith at Work)

The husband, with his arm around his sweetheart, says to a friend: “We've decided on a small wedding. I'm not going.” (Jim Unger, in Herman comic strip)

Each year, approximately 2.3 million weddings occur in the United States. That’s approximately 6,400 weddings a day. (U.S. Census Bureau, as it appeared in Catholic Digest, February, 2005)

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries it was fashionable to wear one’s wedding ring on the thumb. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 168)

A woman was showing her 9-year-old son the bridesmaid's dress his sister was going to wear at their cousin's wedding. “What do I have to do at the wedding?” he asked. “Nothing,” his mother replied. “We'll just sit together and watch.” “Good,” he sighed. “I thought I might have to be a pallbearer or something.” (Capper's Weekly)
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