Work
I have seen the business that God has given

to everyone to be busy with.

(Ecclesiastes 3:10)

How can a healthy adult be so tired at the end of a day when a bird weighing under an ounce can fly nonstop across the Gulf of Mexico? (Edwin Pope, in Miami Herald)
You can do office aerobics sitting right at your desk. It consists of jumping to conclusions, ducking responsibility, coming to grips with problems, stretching your boss’s patience, sidestepping difficulty, and pushing your luck. (Bits & Pieces)
I’m working very hard, so that I can afford the medical bills, when I collapse from over-work. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

It seems we are living at a time when employers are looking for employees between the ages of 25 and 30 with 40 years’ experience. (George Anderson)
To work is to feel alive. (Tony Bennett)

Anyone can do any amount of work, provided it isn’t the work he’s supposed to be doing at that moment. (Robert Benchley, writer)
The masters of the art of living make little distinction between their work and their play, their labor and their rest, their minds and their bodies, their importance, their recreation, their love and their religion. They hardly know which is which. They simply pursue their vision of excellence at whatever they do, leaving others to decide whether they are working or playing. (James Michener)

A man who works with his hands is a laborer; a man who works with his hands and his brain is a craftsman; but a man who works with his hands and his brain and his heart is an artist. (Louis Nizer, American lawyer)

Frank says to Ernest: “I was born on Labor Day. My birthstone is a grindstone.” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)
While I work I leave my body outside the door, the way Moslems take off their shoes before entering the mosque. (Pablo Picasso)

Most people get more done if they take breaks about every 45 minutes. So say efficiency experts. (L. M. Boyd)
According to a 2005 survey by CareerBuilders.com, 43% of Americans called in sick when there was nothing wrong with them, up from 35% the year before. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in That’s A Fact, Jack!, p. 52)
Even the most repetitious job can be worthwhile if you have the right attitude. Author Brian Vaszily, for instance, was employed as a Carrot Juice Technician for six months back in 1986. His job involved little more than hauling 50-lb. sacks of carrots upstairs to a kitchen and then feeding them, one at a time, into an industrial-sized juicer. Sounds mind numbing to most of us, but Vaszily enjoyed it. He could play his radio as loudly as he wanted, and earn a living while allowing his mind to wander. (Robyn Dawson, in Tidbits)
In 1913, cartoonist George McManus, born in St. Louis, Missouri, launched Bringing Up Father starring Jiggs and Maggie, one of the most popular cartoon strips of all time, while working for the New York Journal in New York City. (American Profile magazine)

Hard work spotlights the character of people: Some turn up their sleeves, some turn up their noses, and some don’t turn up at all. (Sam Ewing, radio announcer)
Walter Chrysler, another giant in the automobile industry, started as a shop apprentice for a western railroad and became superintendent of locomotive power at 33. At 35 he changed to another firm, at a lower salary. At 37 he changed again, to the Buick Motor Company, this time for exactly half his previous salary. Why did Chrysler keep changing jobs, making less money each time? Not because he was incompetent – it was for love of the new job. By age 45 he had made enough money to retire. Instead, because he loved his work, he collected some bankrupt automobile companies and transformed them into the gigantic Chrysler Motors Corporation. During the period when Ford and Chrysler were starting their companies, more than 1300 automobile factories were started by promoters who were going to get rich quickly! All but a handful failed. (Bits & Pieces)
A computer does save time at work. I can play solitaire without having to spend all that time shuffling real cards. (The American Legion magazine)

Tomorrow is Labor Day, I suppose set by act of Congress. How Congress knew anything about labor is beyond me. (Will Rogers)

The worst crime against working people is a company that fails to operate at a profit. (Samuel L. Gompers)
Work is a dull thing; you cannot get away from that. The only agreeable existence is one of idleness, and that is not, unfortunately, always compatible with continuing to exist at all. (Rose Macaulay, English poet and essayist)

Boss says to employee: “You can earn $504 a week if you work the full 168 hours.” (Jim Unger, in Herman comic strip)

It is easier to do a job right than to explain why you didn’t. (Martin Van Buren)
How much easier our work would be if we put forth as much effort trying to improve the quality of it as most of us do trying to find excuses for not properly attending to it. (George W. Ballenger)
An elk does not have to work at having a quiet mind; it feels content standing in a field all day with its fellow elk, chewing grass. A lover does not have to work at attending to the beloved. I prayed for, and in a fleeting moment received, that kind of absorbed attention to God. (Philip Yancey, in Christianity Today)

Axel: “You don’t have much of a work ethic, do you, Al?” Al: “No, but my fun ethic is off the charts, and isn’t that what matters?” (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)

Willy says to his friend: “Ethel's got a point. If I'd spend half the time working that I do making up excuses to get out of work, I'd already be retired.” (Joe Martin, in Willy ‘N' Ethel comic strip)
By working faithfully eight hours a day, you may get to be a boss and work twelve hours a day. (Robert Frost)


I like work; it fascinates me; I can sit and look at it for hours. (Jerome K. Jerome, in Catholic Digest)

Professionals are people who can do their job when they don't feel like it. Amateurs are people who can't do their job when they do feel like it. (Bits & Pieces)
We all do whatever it takes to make a living, and sometimes that means almost dying . . . or pretending to, at least. When comic actor W. C. Fields was just 14 years old, he supplemented his income as a juggler by becoming a professional “drowner” at New Jersey’s Fortesque Pavilion. Nothing drew a crowd like a good rescue, so the local concessionaires paid Fields $10 to occasionally pretend to drown in the ocean and let a lifeguard “rescue” him. Once a crowd gathered, the kiosks made money hawking food and drink to the throngs of curious onlookers. (Robyn Dawson, in Tidbits)

Employment Counselor: “I tried phoning your guardians about your disruptive behavior in class today, Axel, but there's no answer at home, and your file shows nothing under ‘Work’!” Axel: “What does it show under ‘Happy Hour’?” (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)

When large numbers of men are unable to find work, unemployment results. (Calvin Coolidge)

Most flat tires occur Monday mornings and Friday afternoons, statistics show. All I know about this, though, is Monday mornings are usually when most people don't want to go in to work and Friday afternoons are when most people don't want to go back. (L. M. Boyd)

“If you would succeed, love your work,” goes an old maxim. How true. People who set out with the single goal of making money seldom do. In a small Michigan town many years ago there was a teenage boy who liked to take watches apart. He had even made his own tools – a corset stay became tweezers, a single nail and knitting needle became screwdrivers. The farmhouse was drafty, and to keep his feet warm against the wintry blasts, he kept a lighted lantern between them. Soon the neighbors brought in their watches for him to repair, and the thrifty farmers liked his work because he did not charge for it. He loved this precision tinkering and wanted to learn all he could about watches. As he taught himself watch-making, with his free neighborhood service, he began to imagine possibilities of using the same precision methods to manufacture larger articles, so that their parts would be interchangeable. With interchangeable parts an assembly line would be possible. The modern assembly line was born in that farmhouse. The boy who fixed watches for his neighbors, just for the sheer love of the work, became the man who made millions of motor vehicles. Henry Ford ended up a rich man, but that was not his goal when he set out to make cars. (Bits & Pieces)


Work is much more fun than fun. (Noel Coward)


The more I want to get something done, the less I call it work. (Richard Bach)

Ask God’s blessing on your work, but don’t ask him to do it for you. (Dame Flora Robson)

Work for something because it is good, not just because it stands a chance of success. (Vaclav Havel, who was first president of the new Czech Republic in 1993)

If work was a good thing, the rich would have it all and not let you do it. (Elmore Leonard)

Last summer I asked a recent high-school graduate if he was looking for work. He thought for a while and then answered, “Not necessarily. But I would like to have a job.” (Mrs. C. Majewski, in Catholic Digest)
You’ve probably heard of Ghostbusters, but did you know that there are working folks who call themselves “Gumbusters”? These are the people who make a living by removing discarded chewing gum from city streets, university stadiums, parking garages and theme park walkways. Sure, it’s hard work, but at least it smells nice – when the combination of water pressure, steam and detergent dislodges dried wads of gum, the original flavor (be it mint, cinnamon, or whatever) tends to fill the surrounding atmosphere. (Robyn Dawson, in Tidbits)
TV personality Hugh Downs is one of those who believes that if you don't find happiness in your work, you're not going to find it at all. “The most creative people I know, and some of the happiest, are those who constantly mix business and pleasure,” says Downs. “I struggled with the business of broadcasting for at least a dozen years in dead seriousness. I made neither a name nor any money in it until I started having fun with it. I can't say that the change in attitude was the result of any conscious effort on my part, at least not in the way of a plan. It came, rather, from seeing broadcasting as a demanding business that had driven several colleagues to drink and a premature death. I realized that I wanted to avoid that and that I was free to bail out of the business and do something else. After having decided to quit, I found that I didn't have to take broadcasting so seriously and began to have fun in it. I have never since decided not to quit, but have left it open. That's the way it should be with any trade or profession.” (Bits & Pieces)
In order that people may be happy in their work, these three things are needed: They must be fit for it. They must not do too much of it. And they must have a sense of success in it. (John Ruskin)
It’s not so bad to be your own boss – what’s hard is to be your own employee. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
Husband: “Well, I found out something at work today that didn’t surprise me. The boss has absolutely no appreciation for hard work.” Wife: “So that turned out to be the hot topic at the water cooler all day long!” (Dean Young & John Marshall, in Blondie comic strip)
Hard work is a misleading term. Physical effort and long hours do not constitute hard work. Hard work is when someone pays you to do something you’d rather not be doing. Anytime you’d rather be doing something other than the thing you’re doing, you’re doing hard work. (George Carlin, in When Will Jesus Bring the Pork Chops?, p. 50)

Oh, you hate your job? Why didn’t you say so? There’s a support group for that. It’s called “Everybody,” and they meet at the bar. (Drew Carey)

You can hire people to work for you, but you must win their hearts to have them work with you. (Bits & Pieces)
One dog says to the other dog: “Labor Day!  A holiday to honor of all working people. After she feeds me - I'll give her the rest of the day off.” (Patrick McDonnell, in Mutts comic strip)

Holiday Inn founder Kemmons Wilson, recently passed away at age 90. He made many a bundle in his lifetime and not just in sheets and pillowcases! Some years ago, I met his son, who shared this story about his father. The elder Wilson didn't graduate high school but was later invited by his school to give the commencement address. “I really don't know why I'm here,” he said. “I never got a diploma, and I've only worked half-days my entire life. I guess my advice to you is to do the same. Work half-days every day. And it doesn't matter which half . . . the first 12 hours or the second 12 hours.” (Harvey Mackay, in Outswimming The Sharks)


Work never hurt anyone. More people rust out than wear out. But not me. I'll be damned if I'll ever rust out. (Colonel Sanders)

The secret of joy in work is contained in one word: excellence. To know how to do something well is to enjoy it. (Pearl S. Buck)

Hard work never killed anybody, but why take a chance? (Edgar Bergen)

Work is of two kinds: first, altering the position of matter at or near the earth’s surface relative to other matter; second, telling other people3 to do so. (Bertrand Russell)
Know that even when you are in the kitchen, our Lord moves amidst the pots and pans. (St. Teresa of Avila)
A member of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters, Peter McGuire, is credited for the idea for Labor Day. He organized a Labor Day parade in New York City on the first Monday of September in 1882. Labor Day became a national holiday in 1894 when Congress authorized it. Congress chose the first Monday in September for the annual holiday because that was the day of McGuire’s original Labor Day parade. (Charles Reichblum, in Knowledge in a Nutshell, p. 229)
There are a lot of great laborsaving devices available today. However, it seems you have to work awfully hard so you can afford to buy them. (Bits & Pieces)

Through howling wind, drenching rain or snow sports freaks to the stadium will go, but they'll be in a state of distress if they must leave for work in that mess. (Grace Rhinebeck)
I do not like work even when someone else does it. (Mark Twain)


There's no limit to the amount of work we can do, provided, of course, that it isn't the work we're supposed to be doing at the moment. (Robert Benchley, in Catholic Digest)

What the new job lingo really means: “Join our fast-paced company” -- We have no time to train you. “Casual work atmosphere” -- We don't pay enough to expect that you'll dress up. “Must be deadline oriented" -- You'll be six months behind schedule on your first day. “Some overtime required” -- Some time each night and some time each weekend. “Duties will vary” -- Anyone in the office can boss you around. “Must have an eye for detail” -- We have no quality control. “Career-minded” -- Female applicants must be childless (and remain that way).  “No phone calls, please” -- We've filled the job; our call for resumes is just a legal formality. “Seeking candidates with a wide variety of experience” -- You'll need to replace three people who just left. “Problem-solving skills a must” -- You're walking into a company in perpetual chaos. (Rocky Mountain News)

Work is not the thing one does to live but rather the thing one lives to do. (Dorothy Sayers)

Frank says to Ernest: “My doctor told me to cut my work load in half. I don’t know whether to stop talking about it or thinking about it.” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)


The best time to look for work is after you get the job. (Bits & Pieces)
When you find yourself getting lost in your work . . . you can be pretty sure you’ve found your future. (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)
Choose a job you love and you will never have to work a day in your life. (Confucius)
We either make ourselves miserable or we make ourselves strong. The amount of work is the same. (Carlos Castaneda)

Which means more to you -- your work days or your days off? Some experts contend you're in the wrong line of labor if your leisure is more important to you than your job. (L. M. Boyd)
More than half of 2,000 millionaires surveyed by Barclays Wealth say they want to continue working past retirement age. Asked why, most cite longer life spans and financial uncertainty, but more important, they say, is that they consider work a form of recreation. (The Wall Street Journal, as it appeared in The Week magazine, October 8, 2010)

People who are more interested in the work than in the money, usually make more money. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Unless a job means more than money it will seldom return more than money. (Bits & Pieces)

The person who said “Jack of all trades, master of none” was obviously not a multitasker. (Ellen DeGeneres)

I work for myself, which is fun. Except for when I call in sick – I know I’m lying. (Rita Rudner)

I never did a day's work in my life, it was all fun. (Thomas Edison)
Opportunity is missed by most people because it comes dressed in overalls and looks like work. (Thomas Edison)

In 1659 the General Court of Massachusetts ordered that anybody caught feasting or laying off from work, or in any other way goofing off on any day such as Christmas, would be fined five shillings for every such offense. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 323)
On Christmas Eve 1939, 25-year-old Geoffrey E. MacPherson was working in a cramped, rented office in the center of Nottingham, England. It was almost 10 p.m., but he had more important things to occupy his mind than the lateness of the hour. A year earlier, he had started his own one-man business, selling yarn to the city's textile industry, yet the big orders on which he had staked his future, had so far eluded him. To make matters worse, World War II had started in September, so trade threatened to become even more difficult in the months ahead. Suddenly, the telephone rang. A major United Kingdom textile manufacturer was trying to place an urgent order for yarn -- in bulk. Telephone calls to 14 well-known suppliers had already gone unanswered, the staff having long departed for their Christmas holidays. At their 15th attempt, their call had been answered by a virtually unknown yarn supplier in Nottingham. Moreover, the young man on the other end of the line was showing himself to be only too willing to meet their critical deadline. The yarn was delivered on time, and from that day the small Nottingham agency became their main supplier. It proved to be the major turning point in the young man's fortunes. By the end of the 1940s, he had diversified into textile machinery, and by the late 1980s, Geoffrey E. MacPherson Ltd. was among the top 100 private exporting companies in the U.K., with sales of 50 million pounds and a staff of 170. Mr. MacPherson remains chairman of the company he found 55 years ago, and can still be found at his desk most weekends. Few salespeople will argue with him when he asks them to travel to a distant sales area on a Sunday, or to work at an exhibition stand into the middle evening. They all know the story of the big order that arrived late on Christmas Eve! (Bits & Pieces)

Hard work pays off in the future, laziness pays off now. (Steven Wright, comedian)

If it was going to be easy to raise kids, it never would have started with something called labor. (Bits & Pieces)

Nothing is really work unless you would rather be doing something else. (Sir James Barrie, Scottish dramatist)

Rest is the sweet sauce of labor. (Plutarch)

Before you send out your next resume, weed out the goofs, cautions recruiting executive Robert Half, who has been collecting examples of “resumania” for years. Some of his favorites: “Please call after 5:30 p.m. because I am self-employed and my employer does not know I am looking for another job.” “I am very conscientious and accurate.” “I am also a notary republic.” “The firm currently employs 20 odd people.” “My consideration will be given to relocation anywhere in the English-speaking world and/or Washington, D.C.” Under physical disabilities: “Minor allergies to house cats and Mongolian sheep.” And reasons given for leaving the last job: “The company made me a scapegoat -- just like my previous three employers did.” (Business Times)

Sam was a kind of seedy-looking guy in the maintenance department where I worked. But he was pretty sharp. One day Sam was going to work on some heavy machinery. He had a tool carrier slung over one shoulder and was dragging a chain behind him. “Why are you dragging that chain, Sam?” someone asked. Sam replied, “Did you ever see anyone push one?” When Sam was about to retire, he was asked what he was going to do. “When I get up in the morning, I won’t have anything to do,” Sam said. “And when I go to bed at night, I’ll have it all done.” (Dale Bahr, in Reminisce magazine)
The highest reward for a person’s toil is not what he gets for it, but what he becomes by it. (John Ruskin)
The word robot comes from the Czechoslovakian word robotovat, which means “to work very hard.” It was created by Karel Capek. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 129)
Unless you’ve been living under a rock, you’ve heard of the seventh, and final, installment in the Harry Potter series, “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows.” It’s now become the fastest-selling book in history, with 11 million copies being purchased in the first 24 hours alone. The series has been so successful that the author, J. K. Rowling, is the first person to become a billionaire by writing books. According to Forbes, she is the second richest female entertainer in the world (after Oprah Winfrey, of course), and the magazine also ranked her as the 48th most powerful celebrity for 2007. With all her fame and money, it’s interesting to note that Rowling was once fired for writing on the job. (Samantha Weaver, in Tidbits)
The Three Rules Of Work:  
1. Out of clutter, find simplicity.  
2. From discord, find harmony.  
3. In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity. (Albert Einstein)
Salespeople spend only 10 percent of their time actually selling, according to a study of Proudfoot Consulting. Paperwork, travel, and problem solving take up the rest of their time. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 3, 2004)

“Everything is going wrong,” said the depressed man to his minister. “Life isn’t worth living.” “Please don’t say that,” responded his minister. “Let work be your salvation. I want you to totally submerge yourself in your work for the next month. What do you do for a living?” “I clean out septic tanks,” the man replied. (Rocky Mountain News)
There is no scarcity of opportunity to make a living at what you love; there’s only a scarcity of resolve to make it happen. (Wayne Dyer)

In Albert Schweitzer’s Gift of Friendship, author Erica Anderson told about a young boy who couldn’t wait for the lunch break to end so that he could go back to work. When Dr. Schweitzer noticed this, he said to the boy: “You have a big secret, whether you know it or not. The secret of enjoying your work. It is a great wisdom, my boy. Hang on to it.” (Bits & Pieces)

Some people see things that are and ask, Why? Some people dream of things that never were and ask, Why not? Some people have to go to work and don’t have time for all that. (George Carlin)

It’s not bad being self-employed, if you have a good boss. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
Self-employment is pretty big in Japan. Three times as big, proportionately, as it is in the United States. (L. M. Boyd)

Work is for self-expression, the development of God-given faculties and powers, and for helping those about us. (Myrtle Fillmore's Healing Letters, chapter on "Our Work")

While standing outside the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., Billy asks his Mom: “Can we go in there and see if our senators are doin’ any work?” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)
When your work speaks for itself, don’t interrupt. (Henry J. Kaiser)
Ernest: “Hey, Frank, look at all these great thoughts about the value of the work ethic! My parents planted the work ethic in my mind, but I think my body rejected it.” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)

One retired man made beautiful toys in his workshop, and he sold them to a toy store. It was hard work. A retired woman made beautiful dolls and she gave them away to poor children. It was a pleasure. (Bits & Pieces)

Unemployment is capitalism’s way of getting you to plant a garden. (Orson Scott Card, author)
The trouble with unemployment is that the minute you wake up in the morning, you’re on the job. (Slappy White, comedian)

Where I used to work: “I used to work in an orange juice factory, until I got canned. Yeah, they put the squeeze on me, said I couldn't concentrate.” “I used to be a lumberjack, but I just couldn't hack it, so they gave me the ax.” “I used to work in a muffler factory until I got exhausted.” “I used to be a musician, but I wasn't noteworthy.” “I used to be a doctor, but I didn't have the patients.” (Rocky Mountain News)

There is nothing so useless as doing efficiently that which should not be done at all. (Peter Drucker, management expert)
If you want work well done, select a busy man – the other kind has not time. (Elbert Hubbard, American author and publisher)

I know I'm old-fashioned but I believe my wife shouldn't work. She should just stay at home and do the cooking, the washing, the ironing, the cleaning . . . (The Friars Club Bible, edited by Nina Colman, p. 77)
When a woman takes leave from her job to care for her newborn baby, her working hours almost double, the experts say. (L. M. Boyd)

Done Is Better Than Perfect: The main reason “woman’s work is never done” is that they just can’t leave well enough alone. (John W. Klase)
Do you know about the new therapy group for people who put in 12- and 14-hour days? It's called Workaholics Anonymous. Whenever you get the urge to work too long or too hard, you call them up and two people from City Hall come over to talk to you. (Orben's Current Comedy)
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