Giving Back

In 1997, wildlife artist Terry Redlin opened a $10 million art center and museum in Watertown, South Dakota (population 20,237) and donated it to the state as a thank-you for a $1,500 scholarship he received to attend art school. (American Profile Magazine)

Andrew Carnegie arrived from Scotland penniless, got a job in a Pittsburgh steel mill for $4.80 a month, and fifty years later retired with a guaranteed income of one million dollars per month. He gave away 90 percent of his fortune before he died in 1911, to good causes of course . . . such as public libraries, among many others. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 40)

When Orlando Morel was 6 years old, he and his mother left Haiti on a tiny wooden boat bound for the U.S. The crowded vessel lost its way and food ran out, but the U.S. Coast Guard finally showed up to rescue the desperate refugees. Now, 18 years later, Morel is a newly graduated member of the service that saved his life. Adopted by a Haitian woman in the U.S. after his rescue, Morel attended the U.S. Coast Guard Academy after high school. “I don’t think that anything I can do will be enough as payback,” he said. (The Week magazine, May 25, 2012)

Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio, received a gift of $1 million from a former student who had to borrow $200 in order to stay in school and receive his diploma 34 years ago. The donation was made by Dr. Stanley Hanley, president of the Power Equipment Company of Galion and Columbus. (Paul Lee Tan, in Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations, p. 1456)

In the spring of 1912 two young brothers were about to graduate from the Creighton university school of medicine in Omaha, Nebraska. But Neil Criss, the younger of the two (who was working part time as an insurance salesman) didn’t have the $125 that remained to pay on his tuition. However, a school regent, Father W. P. Whelan, S.J., trusted the student for the money. And so both brothers graduated. But they didn’t practice medicine for long. After one year, the older brother, Dr. C. C. Criss, devoted full time to his health and accident insurance company. In 1914, Dr. Neil joined his brother in Mutual Benefit Health and Accident Company, now Mutual of Omaha. In 1952, at the age of 73, Dr. C. C. Criss, who now headed both Mutual and United of Omaha, died. His wife, to whom he had talked of helping Creighton, gave the university 4,000 shares of stock in United of Omaha. The valuation at the time was more than $4 million. In April of 1966, at 79, Dr. Neil, who had become treasurer of Mutual and a vice president and medical director of both companies, died. After certain cash bequests, his gift to his Alma Mater came to more than $1 million. A young graduate over half a century earlier was trusted for a little more than $100. The school that placed its trust in that student was remembered with gifts of more than $5 million. (Maureen Miller, in Catholic Digest)

In 1943, an American pilot named Fred Hargensheimer was shot down over New Guinea. Local natives rescued him from the Japanese and cared for him. After the war Hargensheimer remembered his debt. He personally raised money to finance a school on the island. Finally in 1970, he and his wife left their home in St. Paul, Minnesota, for New Guinea. They planned to donate fourteen months of their lives toward the development of a cacao plantation at the school. (Gospel Herald)    Paul Lee Tan p. 1456

I have walked this earth for thirty years, and, out of gratitude, want to leave some souvenir. (Vincent van Gogh)
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