God

God – there is none else. 

(Deuteronomy 4:39)

To whom then will you liken God?

Or what likeness will you compare unto him?

(Isaiah 40:18)

For God is Spirit; and those who worship him 

must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

(St. John 4:24)

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace.

(Romans 15:13)

The culture of the Australian aborigine recognizes no sort of Supreme Being. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 180)

Affirmation: “God, it is You who created us and sustains us, and not I, myself. It is Your power which moves through all minds and bodies, leading us higher along the path. It is Your presence which stirs our souls and gladdens our hearts. Thank you, God, for blessing us so.” 
(Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 364)

Perhaps God and I owe each other an apology. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Good art is nothing but a replica of the perfection of God and a reflection of His art. (Michelangelo)

Animals inspired artist Pablo Picasso to offer this challenging view of the Almighty Creator: “God is really only another artist. He invented the giraffe, the elephant, and the cat. He has no real style. He just goes on trying other things.” (Bob Fenster, in They Did What!?, p. 146)
God -- the one Presence and the one Power -- has three aspects or roles: mind, idea, and expression. The Trinity can be looked at as the creative process of God. Mind is the source, the origin, the parent--the Father/Mother. The mind gives birth to ideas or thoughts. Expression is the manifestation or outworking of these ideas. Expression is, in a sense, the working arm of God and is commonly referred to as the Holy Spirit. This aspect of God does the work in our lives. (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 182)

Sometimes when I’m faced with an atheist, I am tempted to invite him to the greatest gourmet dinner that one could ever serve, and when we have finished eating that magnificent dinner, to ask him if he believes there’s a cook. (Ronald Reagan, in Speaking My Mind)

A baby is God’s opinion that life should go on. (Carl Sandburg)

Top 10 billboards by God: On behalf of an anonymous client, a Fort Lauderdale advertising agency launched a unique billboard campaign which has since spread to other parts of the country. All the messages are signed “God.” A sampling:  

1. “Have You Read My #1 Best Seller? There Will Be A Test.”  

2. “Need Directions?”  

3. “That ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ Thing. I Meant It.”  

4. “You Think It’s Hot Here?”  

5. “Big Bang Theory. You’ve got to be kidding?” 

6. “Will The Road You’re On Get You To My Place?” 

7. “Keep Using My Name In Vain And I’ll Make Rush Hour Longer.” 

8. “Loved The Wedding. Invite Me To The Marriage.” 

9. “What Part of ‘Thou Shalt Not . . .’ Don’t You Understand?” 

10. “Let’s Meet At My House Sunday Before The Game.” (The Life @ Work Journal)

What God brings you to, God takes you through. (Rev. Sharon Connors, in Adventures in Prayer)

“Maybe it was God calling to tell me to get out of my living room.” (Mary Dhume of Summerford, Oregon, who got up to answer a hang-up phone call Monday night seconds before a pickup truck crashed into her living room and collapsed a wall into the chair where she’d been sitting. Rocky Mountain News, August 27, 2004)

Sometimes God calms the storm. At other times, he calms the sailor. And sometimes he makes us swim. (Tidbits)

God comes to us before we go to him. God came to Abraham when there was nothing to come to, just an old man at a dead end. But that’s God for you. (James Van Tholen, in The Best Spiritual Writing of 2000)

Can you guess what state capital is sometimes used as a synonym for God? How about Providence, Rhode Island. (L. M. Boyd)

God is a circle whose center is everywhere and whose circumference is nowhere. (St. Augustine)
 

God must love the common man. He made so many of them. (Abraham Lincoln)

A young Communist girl once came to Dr. George Hedley, a college professor working with labor groups. She gave him the usual Communist line, saying that she didn’t believe in God. “What kind of a God don’t you believe in?” Hedley asked. It turned out that she didn’t think there was a grandfatherly gentleman sitting on a throne in the skies. “Do you think the universe makes sense?” he asked the girl. “Do you think that effect follows cause regularly enough so we can count on it?” She had to admit she did -- or abandon the whole Marxists philosophy. “Does it seem to you,” the questioner continued, “that this kind of sensible universe may have been planned and set going by a conscious intelligence?” “It must have been,” said the girl. “Well, then,” concluded Dr. Hadley, “if you are confident of that, you are much surer of your belief in God than a lot of clergymen and professors I know!” (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 20)

My great concern is not whether God is on our side, my great concern is to be on God’s side. (Abraham Lincoln)

In a newspaper appeared an article which told of a little chapel in the Orient erected to God by native converts; and how, on the very day of dedication the building was struck by lightning and burned down. The natives were quite naturally taken aback by this happening, since the Chapel represented a real sacrifice on the part of each one of them.  
They began to grope about in their minds to find a cause. Their conclusion was that the “Devil God” had burned it. The Christian leader said, “We will rebuild it. The fire was caused by your wickedness. It was God’s way of showing His displeasure at your sins.” The natives refused at first to rebuild the church. They argued that it was useless to build churches to a God who would destroy them by lightning. The leader settled this by saying, “Ah, but this time we are going to put lightning rods on the church, and then it cannot burn down.” So a brace of metal rods were held up to these trusting souls as being able to off-set the anger of God. What a terrible undermining of the Power! The man would then turn around and try to tell these people “God is all powerful.” This is a typically confused picture of anthropomorphic deity. (Walter Lanyon)

My conversation with God has been going on so long, I forget who originally placed the call. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

A pastor read: “God is dead” – Nietzsche. The graffiti underneath read: “Nietzsche is dead” – God. (Tidbits)

No harm in becoming dependent, so long as what you depend on is always there. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots) 
Whom the gods wish to destroy they first call promising. (Cyril Connolly, British journalist-writer)

I have had so many evidences of His direction, so many instances when I have been controlled by some other power than my own will, that I cannot doubt that this power comes from above. I frequently see my way clear to a decision when I am conscious that I have not sufficient facts upon which to found it. I am satisfied that when the Almighty wants me to do, or not to do, a particular thing, He finds a way of letting me know it. I am a full believer that God knows what He wants men to do, that which pleases Him. It is never well with the man who heeds it not. I talk to God. My mind seems relieved when I do, and a way is suggested. I should be the veriest shallow and self-conceited blockhead, in my discharge of the duties of this place, if I should hope to get along without the wisdom that comes from God and not from man. (Abraham Lincoln)
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker, the famous World War II pilot, crashed into the Pacific after leading a special mission. He and his crew were lost at sea for twenty-one days. He wrote of his experience: “In the beginning many of the men were atheists or agnostics, but at the end of the terrible ordeal each, in his own way, discovered God. Each man found God in the vast empty loneliness of the ocean. Each man found salvation and strength in prayer, and a community of feeling developed which created a liveliness of human fellowship and worship, and a sense of gentle peace.” (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 31)

Every sunrise is a message from God, and every sunset . . . His signature. (William Arthur Ward)

The Spanish exclamation Ole!, commonly heard at bullfights and flamenco dances, comes from Allah, meaning “praise be to God.” (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in That’s A Fact, Jack!, p. 43)

The existence of God has already been proven to my satisfaction by the existence of everything else.  (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

The most extraordinary thing about the 20th century was the failure of God to die. The collapse of mass religious belief, especially among the educated and prosperous, had been widely and confidently predicted. It did not take place. Somehow God survived, flourished even. (Paul Johnson, in The Quest for God)

Saving someone’s life is like falling in love. The best drug in the world. For days, sometimes weeks afterward, you walk the streets, making infinite whatever you see. Once, for a few weeks, I couldn’t feel the earth – everything I touched became lighter. Horns played in my shoes. Flowers fell from my pockets. You wonder if you’ve become immortal, as if you’ve saved your own life as well. God has passed through you. Why deny it, that for a moment there – God was you? (EMT Frank Pierce, in Bringing Out the Dead)
You can’t find God – you have to let God find you. (Thomas Merton)

Finding God would be hard enough, even if he didn’t go under so many different names. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot Shots)

I protest this constant phrase, “finding God.” I have never heard that He was lost. Let us not speak of “finding” but of “being aware.” God is playing no game of hide-and-seek. It is not his hiddenness, it is our blindness. (Paul Scherer)

Neither Somalia nor Bosnia were on his mind when Mahatma Gandhi said: “To the millions who have to go without two meals a day, the only acceptable form in which God dare appear is food.” (L. M. Boyd)

To me it seems as if when God conceived the world, that was Poetry; He formed it, and that was Sculpture; He colored it, and that was Painting. He peopled it with living beings, and that was the grand, divine, eternal Drama. (Charlotte Saunders Cushman, American actress)

He was a wise man who invented God. (Plato)

Many Western liberals and secular types look at the zealotry closing in on them and draw an obvious conclusion: religion is the problem. As our global politics become more enamored of religious certainty, the stakes have increased, they argue, and they have a point. Thereof terrorists of Al-Qaeda invoke God as the sanction for their mass murder. And many beleaguered Americans respond by invoking God’s certainty. And the cycle intensifies into something close to a religious war. When the Presidents of the U.S. and Iran speak as much about God as about diplomacy, we have entered a newly dangerous era. The Islamist resurgence portends the worst. Imagine the fanaticism of 18th century Christians, waging religious war and burning heretics at the stake. Now give them nukes. See the problem? Domestically, the resurgence of religious certainty has deepened our cultural divisions. And so our political discourse gets more polarized, and our global discourse gets close to impossible. (Andrew Sullivan, in The Conservative Soul)

To know God is the beginning of wisdom, because God is the source of wisdom. The nearer we live to the source the more we receive of that which comes from the source. The mind that is not consciously living with God may have intellect and mental capacity, but the wisdom that knows can come only to that mind that is walking with God every moment of conscious existence. (Christian D. Larson)

Nobody knows what God will do next – (perhaps not even God). (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot Shots) 

I am not sure that God always knows who are his great men; he is so very careless of what happens to them while they live. (Mary Hunter Austin, American novelist and playwright)

I cannot conceive how a man could look up into the heavens and say there is no God. (Abraham Lincoln)

God looks at the clean hands, not the full ones. (Publilius Syrus)

I love God, and when you get to know Him, you find He’s a Livin” Doll. (Jane Russell)

God made only water, but man made wine. (Victor Hugo)

Aidan Broylas was studying a map of the United States when something struck him as being quite amazing. After thoughtfully considering it, the 6-year-old said, “Mom, isn’t it great how God fit all these states together?” (Maria Micklan, in The Lutheran Witness)

What really matters is not whether I believe in God but whether God believes in me. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot Shots)

It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and, at no distant period, a great nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous and too novel example of a people always guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. (George Washington, farewell address as president, 1796)

Nature is the art of God. (Thomas Browne)

In a speech at Sarah Lawrence College, actor Paul Newman told a story about his Hole in the Wall Gang Camp for children with catastrophic diseases: A counselor was talking about God with an eight-year-old boy. The boy said he wasn't very conversant with God, but he did know a little about physics. It fascinated him that, in the expanding universe, whatever force you exert in one direction is precisely what comes back from another. The counselor said he was glad that the camp was different than the rest of the universe because he got back a good deal more than he put into it. The kid wrestled with that one awhile and said, “Well, maybe that's God.” (Reader's Digest)

God is so nice, I almost wish there were more than one. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

The existence of God could be proved statistically. Take the human body alone -- the chance that all the functions of the individual would just happen is a statistical monstrosity. (George Gallup)

Sometimes I do get to places just when God’s ready to have somebody click the shutter. (Ansel Adams, famous photographer)
You wanted a sign? You might have a hard time avoiding reminders of the Almighty on the highways these days. Billboards bearing “messages from God” have appeared in 40 states since last year. The arch one-liners were commissioned anonymously and conceived by Charlie Robb, former creative director for the Smith Agency in Fort Lauderdale. Although some have criticized the signs as being too flippant, Robb said, “There's no downside to what we're selling here.” Some sample messages, each signed simply “God”: “Let's meet at my house Sunday before the game.” “Loved the wedding. Invite me to the marriage.” “Will the road you're on get you to my place?” “That 'love thy neighbor' thing--I meant it.” “Do you have any idea where you're going?” “Need a marriage counselor? I'm available.” “Follow me.” “Keep using my name in vain, I'll make rush hour longer.” “I don't question your existence.” “What part of 'thou shalt not' didn't you understand?” “I love you . . . I love you . . . I love you.” “We need to talk.” “Don't make me come down there.” (Tom Kuntz, in New York Times)

In his newsletter, Parables, Etc., Michael Hodgin tells the story of a little girl traveling with her family in a sleeper car back in the days when everyone traveled by train if they had to go long distances. The sleeping cars generally had a narrow aisle with even narrower beds stacked two high on either side. They were made private by curtains. That night the little girl was put in an upper bunk. She was told that Mommy and Daddy were right below her, and she was not to get scared because God would look after her. As everyone began to doze off, the little girl called out, “Mommy, are you there?” “Yes, dear,” replied the mother. A few minutes later, the little girl called out again, “Daddy, are you there?” and Daddy said, “Yes, dear, I’m here too.” Things got quiet for a few minutes, then the little girl started again. “Mommy, are you there?”  And this time she also asked if her brother and sister were there. After everybody answered, “Yes!” it quieted down. But the questions were repeated again a few minutes later, and then again. At last another passenger lost his patience, and in a deep voice said, “We’re all here!  Your father, your mother, your brother, and your sister. Now go to sleep!” Silence ruled for about thirty seconds. Then the little girl was heard to whisper, “Mommy, was that God?” (Bits & Pieces)

The most beautiful system of sun, planets and comets could only proceed from the counsel and dominion of an intelligent and powerful being. (Sir Isaac Newton)
You have to remind yourself, you’re not taking care of your family, God is. And if you put God first, he’ll take care of you better than you can imagine. (Paul Brandt, country music singer)


God transcendent suggests God as above and beyond His creation. This idea of God as remote from the practical affairs of man or from man’s own experience is false. God (perfection) is not out of reach of His offspring nor something beyond or above them. Tennyson tells us that “closer is He than breathing, and nearing than hands and feet.” (Charles Fillmore, in Keep A True Lent, p. 144)

The truth is, then: That God is Principle, Law, Being, Mind, Spirit, All-Good, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, unchangeable, Creator, Father, Cause, and source of all that is. (Charles Fillmore, in Christian Healing)

God is a verb, not a noun. (R. Buckminster Fuller, in No More Secondhand God)

Spurgeon, the noted English pastor and writer, once noted a weather vane on the roof of a barn. That was nothing out of the ordinary in his country. What was unusual was the inscription written under it: “God is love.” “Just what do you mean by putting that text there?” Spurgeon asked the farmer. “Do you think God’s love in changeable like that?”  “You don’t get it,” the farmer replied. “What I mean is, no matter which way the wind blows, God is still love.” (A. P. Bailey, in Indianapolis Star)

What is God? Who is like to God in greatness? Nations before God are a drop of water; the universe as a grain of sand; the whole human race as nothing. (St. Ignatius Loyola)

Without God, the world doesn’t make sense – but that doesn’t prove that there is a God. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots) 
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