Human Rights
The Declaration of Independence does not rest on any claim to American exceptionalism. On the contrary, it bases the necessity “to institute new Government” on the alleged violation of rights that are not national but universal. They belong to mankind first, not to “America First.” Likewise, the Bill of Rights is, as Thomas Jefferson wrote, “what the people are entitled to against every government on earth.” (Fintan O’Toole, in The Atlantic magazine)
Bad week for: Freedom, after a lawsuit filed on behalf of five elephants seeking to “challenge their detention” at a Colorado Springs zoo was dismissed by the state’s Supreme Court. While the animals are “majestic,” the justices ruled, they “are not human” and so lack standing to seek legal relief. (The Week magazine, February 7, 2025)
Rights that do not flow from duty well performed are not worth having. (Mahandas K. Gandhi, in Non-Violence in Peace and War)
One theme in Jesus' teaching remains of peculiar relevance today and, moreover, explains why Christianity need not fear the challenges of the third millennium. This central theme is that God, not man, is the final authority. God has rights. Human beings have duties; we deny God his rights at our peril. (Paul Johnson, in Reader's Digest) 129965
Government laws are needed to give us civil rights, and God is needed to make us civil. (Ralph W. Sockman, sermon, Riverside Church, New York City, December 13, 1964)
******************************************************************
The greatest achievement of the civil-rights movement is that it has restored the dignity of indignation. (Frederic Wertham, in A Sign for Cain: An Exploration in Human Violence)
The greatest right in the world is the right to be wrong. (Harry Weinberger, in New York Post)
******************************************************************
I am the inferior of any man whose rights I trample under foot. (Robert G. Ingersoll, in Prose Poems and Selections)
******************************************************************Neither Pagan nor Mohametan nor Jew ought to be excluded from the civil rights of the commonwealth because of his religion. (Thomas Jefferson, in The New Republic) 11212517
It does me no injury for my neighbor to say there are 20 gods, or no god. It neither picks my pocket nor breaks my leg. (Thomas Jefferson)

All, too, will bear in mind this sacred principle, that though the will of the majority is in all cases to prevail, that will to be rightful must be reasonable; that the minority possess their equal rights, which equal law must protect, and to violate would be oppression. (Thomas Jefferson, First Inaugural address, March 4, 1801)
******************************************************************
It is fair to judge peoples by the rights they will sacrifice most for. (Clarence Day, in This Simian World)
******************************************************************
I am not so much concerned with the right of everyone to say anything he pleases as I am about our need as a self-governing people to hear everything relevant. (John F. Kennedy, address, National Civil Liberties Conference, Washington, D.C., April 16, 1959)
In giving rights to others which belong to them, we give rights to ourselves and to our country. (John F. Kennedy, message on 100th anniversary of Emancipation Proclamation, Washington, D.C., September 22, 1962)
This nation was founded by men of many nations and backgrounds. It was founded on the principle that all men are created equal, and that the rights of every man are diminished when the rights of one man are threatened. (John F. Kennedy, television address, June 11, 1963)
******************************************************************
Liberty is the right to silence. (Graffito written during French student revolt, May, 1968)
Let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith let us to the end do our duty as we understand it. (Abraham Lincoln), speech, New York City, February 27, 1860)
They have rights who dare maintain them. (James Russell Lowell, in The Present Crisis)
Every man has a right to be wrong in his opinions. But no man has a right to be wrong in his facts. (Bernard Baruch, in The Public Years)
What men value in this world is not rights but privileges. (H. L. Mencken, in Minority Report)
******************************************************************
Nobody talks more passionately of his rights than he who, in the depths of his soul, is doubtful about them. (Friedrich Nietzsche, in Human, All Too Human)
The rights which a man arrogates to himself are relative to the duties which he sets himself, and to the tasks which he feels capable of performing. (Friedrich Nietzsche, in The Will to Power)
******************************************************************
I believe that every right implies a responsibility; every opportunity, an obligation, every possession, a duty. (John D. Rockefeller, Jr.)
People look at rights as if they were muscles – the more you exercise them, the better they get. (Antonin Scalia, Supreme Court justice, in a speech)
As soon as the second human appeared on earth, the rights of the first were cut in half. Now, divide your rights by the total population, and that explains everything. (Quoted in Weight Watchers Magazine)
The suppression of civil liberties is to many less a matter for horror than the curtailment of the freedom to profit. (Marya Mannes, in But What Will Sell?)
Wherever there is a human being, I see God-given rights inherent in that being, whatever may be the sex or complexion. (William Lloyd Garrison, in Life)
While the right to talk may be the beginning of freedom, the necessity of listening is what makes that right important. (Walter Lippmann)
A right is worth fighting for only when it can be put into operation. (Woodrow Wilson), address, Chattanooga, Tennessee, August 31, 1910)
You don’t have a right to the cards you believe you should have been dealt. (Cheryl Strayed, author)
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