Pardons

What’s the difference between an “amnesty” and a “pardon”? A pardon is granted to an individual, usually but not always after conviction. An amnesty is granted to a group, usually but not always before conviction. (L. M. Boyd)

President Bush has issued 99 pardons during his five years and seven months in office -- the lowest rate for any postwar president. Bill Clinton issued 457 pardons in eight years. Ronald Reagan granted 406. (Associated Press, as it appeared in The Week magazine, September 8, 2006)

Bill Clinton -- granted 456 pardons. President Ford granted Richard M. Nixon “a free, full and absolute pardon” for any criminal conduct during his presidency and Nixon responded with a statement of remorse at “my mistakes over Watergate.” Announcing the pardon at a surprise appearance before newsmen and photographers, Ford said “I feel that Richard Nixon and his loved ones have suffered enough.” He said, “My conscience tells me clearly and certainly that I cannot prolong the bad dreams that continue to reopen a chapter that is closed. My conscience tells me that only I, as President, have the constitutional power to firmly shut and seal this book.” (Paul Lee Tan, in Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations)
Presidents and their pardons: 

George H. W. Bush -- 77 pardons.

Lyndon Johnson - 1,187 pardons.

Dwight Eisenhower -- 1,157 pardons.

Richard Nixon -- 926 pardons.

Harry Truman -- 2,044 pardons.

John Kennedy -- 575 pardons.

Franklin Roosevelt - 3,687 pardons.

(Source: http://jurist.law.pitt.edu/pardons.htm)

A woman who spent 11 years in federal prison graduated from law school this week. Serena Nunn was 19, with a clean record, when she got caught up in a drug deal arranged by her boyfriend. Under mandatory federal guidelines, she was sentenced to more than 15 years. But in 2000, after she completed her college degree behind bars, President Bill Clinton granted her a pardon; she soon enrolled at the University of Michigan Law School. “It took me a while to get comfortable in my own skin,” she said. “But so what? You paid your debt. Now get on.” (The Week magazine, May 19, 2006)

Understanding is often a prelude to forgiveness, but they are not the same, and we often forgive what we cannot understand (seeing nothing else to do) and understand what we cannot pardon. (Mary McCarthy, American author)
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