Perpetual Motion

Report is that two airplanes take off or land on average in the United States every second. (L. M. Boyd)

Americans are among the most mobile people on Earth. A Census Bureau survey shows nearly one in five households moves each year, and that Americans are about twice as likely to move as people in other industrial nations. (Quincy Herald-Whig, 1991)

Say “bat.” Took you about a second? That’s how long it takes a bat to beat its wings 10 times. (L. M. Boyd)

Heart: If we take care of it, with a little luck it can pump blood over 600 times each day through all our blood vessels – which are more than 100 thousand miles long, by the way – for over 100 years. (Dynamic Preaching)

Determine never to be idle. No person will have occasion to complain of the want of time who never loses any. It is wonderful how much may be done if we are always doing. (Thomas Jefferson)

Dinosaurs on the march: Herds of giant, plant-eating dinosaurs migrated hundreds of miles every year in search of food, a new study shows. Researchers analyzed fossil teeth from the long-necked plant-eater Camarasaurus, which roamed what is now Utah and Wyoming some 150 million years ago. They found that the isotopes in the dinosaurs’ teeth – absorbed from the water they drank – changed as the teeth grew, indicating that the sauropods made regular seasonal migrations from the eastern lowlands to the more verdant western highlands. The finding is the first hard evidence showing that sauropods, like birds, were migratory, though scientists have long suspected it. The creatures needed to consume nearly 1,000 pounds of vegetation daily to survive, so “they would probably have eaten themselves out of house and home if they stayed in one place,” Colorado College geochemist Henry Fricke tells Nature.com. Fricke and his colleagues now plan to test the teeth of carnivorous dinosaurs to see if they followed the sojourning plant-eaters to higher elevations. (The Week magazine, November 18, 2011)

Dolphins do not breath automatically, as humans do, and so they do not sleep as humans do. If they became unconscious, they would sink to the bottom of the sea. Without oxygen they need to take in periodically, they would die. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts. P. 126)
Earth is traveling through space at 660,000 miles per hour. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 191)

On its trip around the sun, the earth travels over a million and half miles per day. If it ever stopped revolving, it would burst instantly into flames and the whole works would go up in smoke. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 178)

The earth moves in its 585-million-mile orbit around the sun approximately eight times faster than a bullet travels. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 172)

When Otis Redding sang “Sittin’ on the dock of the bay / Watchin’ the tide roll away,” he was observing the apparent motion of water in the bay. Tides don’t exactly roll in and roll out. Nor do they literally rise and fall. Instead, the Moon draws up two bulges of water, one extending toward the Moon, the other, on the opposite side of Earth, away from the Moon. Alternating tides result not from the movement of the bulges themselves – they remain stationary – but from the movement of Earth rotating beneath them. Contrary also to popular belief, there are tides in those “tideless” seas such as the Mediterranean and the Baltic. There are “tides” in lakes and ponds and in fishbowls. Tides undulate in long waves through the depths of the oceans. The tug of the Moon even affects dry land, the so-called solid-body tide, which produces a slight but measurable bulge in the very rocks of Earth’s crust. (Dallas Murphy, in To Follow the Water, p. 49)

Not even for a moment is any part of Earth’s crust ever completely still. (L. M. Boyd, syndicated columnist)

Just standing still at the equator, you’re moving 1,040 miles per hour because of the rotational velocity – that’s 1.7 times faster than the world’s land speed record. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 62)

Your open eye is never still, even when you fix your gaze. It shifts constantly. Up and down, side to side. It scans, so says a specialist. (L. M. Boyd)

When you glance for a single second at the yellow leaves of an autumnal elm, the dye molecules in the retina of your eyes vibrate 500 trillion times – more waves in that single second than all the ocean waves that have beat upon the earth’s shores since the first morning of creation. (Ken Carey, in Abundant Living magazine)

A tuna is any of 13 kinds of mackerel. Biggest is the bluefin: 10 feet long, 2,000 pounds. Did you also know a tuna has to swim to stay alive? Most fish can pump water over their gills. The tuna can’t. (L. M. Boyd)

Motion is as intrinsic to oceans as wetness. Perpetual motion is the fundamental difference between life on land and life at sea. Waves are the most readily apparent form of ocean motion, defining the quality of life at sea (from a cradle endlessly rocking to beastial upheaval. (Dallas Murphy, in To Follow the Water, p. 49)

Those who know all about them say giraffes never stop wagging their tails. (L. M. Boyd)

Average speed of a restless goldfish is 4 mph. (L. M. Boyd)

The glimmering ice desert stretches 3000 miles across Antarctica. On average, the ice is two miles thick and is in constant motion – mighty glaciers inching downhill until they reach the coast. (John Dyson, in Reader’s Digest)

A perpetual motion machine would violate the laws of thermodynamics. Nobody has succeeded in producing one; nobody ever will. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 282)

If a mackerel remains still in the water, is it hiding? No, it’s probably dead. Mackerels have to swim to stay alive. (L. M. Boyd)

Moles dig while asleep. (Long Beach Press-Telegram)
When you aim for perfection, you discover it is a moving target. (The Friday Letter)

Healthy pigeons have never been known to sleep or close their eyes. (E. C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts, p. 5)

Sand dunes are formed in the desert in a way similar to how waves are formed on the ocean. Like waves, sand dunes are constantly moving across the desert. (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)

Sharks are fierce hunters. But, unlike most fish, they have no swim bladders (a kind of buoyancy tank) to keep them afloat. To keep from sinking, they have to be on the move all the time. A shark can swim up and down and turn quickly but cannot swim backwards, like most fish. (The Diagram Group, in Funky, Freaky Facts, p. 83)

If typical, you change your sleeping position every seven minutes. (L. M. Boyd)

Studies of modern galactic astronomy have indicated that the sun is indeed moving around a center in the Milky Way galaxy in a gigantic orbit that would require two million centuries to complete, even at the tremendous tangential speed of 600,000 miles per hour. Furthermore, it is well known that our own galaxy is moving with respect to other galaxies. The sun’s circuit is from one end of the heavens to the other. (Henry M. Morris, in Science and the Bible, p. 13)

Tuna swim at a steady rate of nine miles per hour for an indefinite period of time – and they never stop moving. Estimates indicate that a fifteen-year-old tuna must have traveled one million miles in its lifetime. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 124)
Zachary Taylor never voted until the age of sixty-two. He had moved around too often as a soldier to establish a place of permanent residence. (Noel Botham, in The Best Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 173)

Perhaps there are some who have not heard the story they tell about Mark Twain during his early days as a San Francisco news-hound, when things were pretty lean. Mark, holding a cigar-box under his arm, was standing gazing into a shop window. A lady friend approached and said: “I always see you with a cigar-box under your arm. I’m afraid you’re smoking too much, Mr. Clemens.” “It ain’t that,” retorted Mark. “I’m moving again.” (New York Morning Telegraph)

The Vikings discovered North America, but didn’t settle here because they were raiders, not settlers. Couldn’t find all that much to raid. Or so explains a history professor. (L. M. Boyd)

What makes walking the best exercise is its steadiness. In all games, you start and stop. But in walking, you continually exercise. Or so say the experts. (L. M. Boyd)
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