Reading

The reading of all good books is like a conversation with the finest minds of past centuries. (Rene Descartes)

Read aloud to a child and you become a child, listening to the words as you speak. Who, then, is really doing the reading? Your mother, perhaps, or her father, or his mother. Down, down the generations and over the water and beyond, the words that create and sustain civilizations make their way back into the past. The story you tell and the story of your telling it become words spun from sugar – or thin air – into bridges. (Roger Rosenblatt, in Family Circle)

The things I want to know are in books; my best friend is the man who’ll get me a book I ain’t read. (Abraham Lincoln)

A bookstore is one of the only pieces of evidence we have that people are still thinking. (Jerry Seinfeld)

Censor my children’s reading? Never. Never! Kids are their own best censors. When my daughter Randy was 12, she picked up Portnoy’s Complaint. I didn’t say anything. I waited. She read a little bit and said to me, “Oh, I don’t want to read this. I’ll read it another time.” When parents forbid a book, they’re really saying, “There’s something in this book.” When my mother was reading A Rage to Live, I was ten and not the least interested. When she told me, “Don’t you ever look in that book!” I suddenly couldn’t wait to get my hands on it. (Judy Blume, as told by Gita Maritzer Smith, in Atlanta Journal)

The most well-read city in the United States is Washington, D.C., Seattle, Washington, Minneapolis, Minnesota, Atlanta, Georgia, and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania round out the top five. (America’s Almanac – 2013, p. 56)

Did you hear about the doctor that was shipwrecked on a deserted island? He stamped out “Help” on a clear area but he was never rescued. Nobody could read his writing. (The PassTime Paper)

To acquire the habit of reading is to construct for yourself a refuge from almost all the miseries of life. (W. Somerset Maugham)

More than 450,000 people have joined a Facebook group called “I Hate Reading.” A rival group, “I Love Reading,” has attracted fewer than 45,000 members. (LATimes.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, September 9, 2011)

Be careful of reading health books. You might die of a misprint. (Mark Twain)

In the case of good books, the point is not how many of them you can get through, but rather how many can get through to you. (M. J. Adler, author)

Mom: “Why don’t you turn off the TV and read a book, Teddy? Books are your friends!” Teddy: “Sorry, Mother, but I don’t have inanimate objects for friends.” Mom: “Are you kidding? I’ve met some of your friends.” (J. C. Duffy, in Go Figure comic strip)

We read to know we are not alone. (C. S. Lewis)
You know you’ve read a good book when you turn the last page and feel a little as if you have lost a friend. (Paul Sweeney, in The Quarterly)

Abraham Lincoln attributed his excellent memory to a lifelong habit of reading out loud. “When I read aloud two senses catch the idea: first, I see what I read; second, I hear it, and therefore I can remember it better.” (Bits & Pieces)

It is not true that we have only one life to live; if we can read, we can live as many more lives and as many kinds of lives as we wish. (S. I. Hayakawa, American educator and politician, 20th century)

Always read stuff that will make you look good if you die in the middle of it. (Rocky Mountain News)

There are two motives for reading a book: one, that you can enjoy it; the other, that you can boast about it. (Bertrand Russell)
There’s nothing to match curling up with a good book when there’s a repair job to be done around the house. (Joe Ryan)

Online reading helped U.S. newspapers avoid a steep decline in circulation this year. Average daily circulation at the country’s 613 dailies fell 0.2 percent for the six months ending in September from a year earlier, but digital readers accounted for 15.3 percent of the total, up from 9.8 percent last year. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 9, 2012)

Outside of a dog, a book is man’s best friend; inside of a dog, it’s too dark to read. (Groucho Marx)

A baffling sign on a school: “Learn to read. Classes starting soon.” (Catholic Digest)

Tell me what you read and I’ll tell you who you are. (Francois Mauriac, author)

Trying to determine what is going on in the world by reading newspapers is like trying to tell the time by watching the second hand of a clock. (Ben Hecht)

Reading without reflecting is like eating without digesting. (Edmund Burke)
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