Turned It Down
Mickey Rooney turned down perhaps the greatest comedic television role of the decade, when he passed on playing Archie Bunker on All in the Family. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 8)

Harrison Ford turned down the role of Michael Stivic on All in the Family because he found Archie’s bigotry to be too crude. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 9)

Lloyd Bridges and Jack Lord both turned down an offer to play the part of Captain Kirk on Star Trek. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 10)

Bing Crosby turned down the role of Columbo in the eponymous TV detective series before Peter Falk was offered the part. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 6)

Gary Cooper believed Gone With the Wind would be “the biggest flop in Hollywood’s history,” and turned down the leading role as Rhett Butler. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 6)

Doris Day turned down the role of Mrs. Robinson in The Graduate in 1967 because she said she could not picture herself making love on a film set. Anne Bancroft was given the role and was hugely successful. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 6)

After turning down the role of Marshall Matt Dillon in the TV show Gunsmoke, John Wayne recommended his good friend James Arness for the part. It made him famous. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 6)

The pilot for Happy Days was turned down by ABC. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 12)

Peter Ustinov was signed for the part of Inspector Jacques Clousseau but pulled out at the last minute, opening the way for Peter Sellers to play the part. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 5)

The role that made Peter O’Toole a star, Lawrence of Arabia, had been turned down by Marlon Brando and Albert Finney. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 6)

Seinfeld debuted as The Seinfeld Chronicles and was not expected to do well. NBC actually offered the show to FOX, which passed on it. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 10)

Despite being offered four million dollars each, Paul Newman, Robert Redford, and Steve McQueen all turned down the role of Superman. It eventually went to Christopher Reeves who was paid $250.000. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 5)

Jackie Gleason, Bob Newhart, Groucho Marx, and Joey Bishop all turned down the job of replacing Jack Paar hosting The Tonight Show, before NBC asked Johnny Carson. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 20)

Charles Bronson and James Coburn both turned down the part of the “Man with No Name” in the spaghetti Western A Fistful of Dollars before Clint Eastwood was signed for the role. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 7)
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