
Very Interesting
A noise-canceling web: Funnel-web spiders don’t like being disturbed when they’re eating – so much so that those that live in a noisy cities have figured out how to weave a soundproof web. Researchers gathered spiders from the city and the countryside and placed them in containers with either quiet or loud white noise playing. When the volume was low, there was little difference between the webs the two groups built. But when it was cranked up, the city spiders crafted their webs in a way that made the silk threads transmit fewer sound vibrations down the funnel. The country spiders, by contrast made their webs more sensitive to sound, possibly out of confusion. The soundproofed webs probably make the city dwellers less likely to hear prey or potential mates, but they also help the spiders save energy by not reacting to every little urban disturbance. It’s an “incredible solution,” biologist Eileen Hebets of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln tells The New York Times, with the web serving “as both a hearing aid and hearing plug.” (The Week magazine, April 11, 2025)
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P. S. I invite you to check out the May, 2025 – Daily Holidays that can also be clicked open from the homepage of the www.mondaymunchees.com website!
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A noise-canceling web: Funnel-web spiders don’t like being disturbed when they’re eating – so much so that those that live in a noisy cities have figured out how to weave a soundproof web. Researchers gathered spiders from the city and the countryside and placed them in containers with either quiet or loud white noise playing. When the volume was low, there was little difference between the webs the two groups built. But when it was cranked up, the city spiders crafted their webs in a way that made the silk threads transmit fewer sound vibrations down the funnel. The country spiders, by contrast made their webs more sensitive to sound, possibly out of confusion. The soundproofed webs probably make the city dwellers less likely to hear prey or potential mates, but they also help the spiders save energy by not reacting to every little urban disturbance. It’s an “incredible solution,” biologist Eileen Hebets of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln tells The New York Times, with the web serving “as both a hearing aid and hearing plug.” (The Week magazine, April 11, 2025)

Only 13 states send more money to the federal government than they receive in federal funds. In 2022, the biggest net givers to Washington, D.C., were Massachusetts ($4,846 per capita), New Jersey ($4,344), and Washington state ($3,494), The biggest net receivers of federal funds were New Mexico, Maryland, and Virginia, which each received more than $10,000 per capita. (Axios, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 28, 2025)















Doodling for fun and profit: Once a telltale sign of wandering attention during staff meetings, doodling is now being embraced as a key to corporate creativity, said Rachel Emma Silverman in The Wall Street Journal. Experts say that sketches, diagrams, and cartoons often do a better job of generating and communicating ideas than text does, and offer "an antidote to the pervasiveness of digital culture." Even Facebook, whose business is digital culture, has turned the walls of offices around the country into whiteboards "to allow employees to sketch ideas whenever they arise." After a workshop with a "visual problem solving" consultant, Patrick O'Hare of Spectrum Health System in Grand Rapids, Michigan, created a presentation of cartoon-like sketches for the CEO. His offering turned out "much better than the PowerPoint presentation he had delivered a few weeks earlier." (The Week magazine, May 11, 2012)
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For quotes, stories, funnies, anecdotes, illustrations, trivia, and statistics on this topic, I invite you to scroll down and check out the In Sync document located in the I-section of documents! 
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P.S. The above excerpt has been placed in the Vaccine-Related document of the www.mondaymunchees.com website! For quotes, stories, funnies, anecdotes, illustrations, trivia, and statistics on this topic, I invite you to scroll down and check out the Vaccine-Related document located in the V-section of documents! 
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American allies in fact make large contributions to collective security. Total assistance to Ukraine from the European Union nearly matches that of the United States. South Korea pays for the construction and maintenance of U.S. facilities in Korea – and for the salaries of Koreans who support U.S. forces. (David Frum, in The Atlantic magazine, January, 2025 issue)


 Today, April 30th, 2025, is Honesty Day
For quotes, stories, funnies, anecdotes, illustrations, trivia, and statistics on this topic, I invite you to scroll down the homepage of the www.mondaymunchees.com website and click open the Honesty document located in the H-section of documents!






P.S. The above excerpt has been placed in the Presidential Trivia document in the www.mondaymunchees.com website! For quotes, stories, funnies, anecdotes, illustrations, trivia, and statistics on this topic, I invite you to scroll down and check out the Presidential Trivia document located in the P-section of documents! 
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P.S. The above excerpt has been placed in the Beauty document in the www.mondaymunchees.com website! For quotes, stories, funnies, anecdotes, illustrations, trivia, and statistics on this topic, I encourage you to scroll down and check out the Beauty document located in the B-section of documents!     
                               Each excerpt in the Beauty document
                          has been color-coded for your convenience:
             inspiring excerpts, interesting excerpts, and funny excerpts!
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A noise-canceling web: Funnel-web spiders don’t like being disturbed when they’re eating – so much so that those that live in a noisy cities have figured out how to weave a soundproof web. Researchers gathered spiders from the city and the countryside and placed them in containers with either quiet or loud white noise playing. When the volume was low, there was little difference between the webs the two groups built. But when it was cranked up, the city spiders crafted their webs in a way that made the silk threads transmit fewer sound vibrations down the funnel. The country spiders, by contrast made their webs more sensitive to sound, possibly out of confusion. The soundproofed webs probably make the city dwellers less likely to hear prey or potential mates, but they also help the spiders save energy by not reacting to every little urban disturbance. It’s an “incredible solution,” biologist Eileen Hebets of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln tells The New York Times, with the web serving “as both a hearing aid and hearing plug.” (The Week magazine, April 11, 2025)  noise
April 25th, 2025 - Temporary Protected Status (The Week magazine, March 28, 2025)  immigration
April 18th, 2025 -  Covid-19 (The Week magazine, March 28, 2025)  corona blessings
April 11th, 2025 - drop in tax receipts (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, April 4, 2025)
April 4th, 2025 - In 1930, President Herbert Hoover signed high import tariffs to help U.S. farmers and wound up supercharging the Great Depression. (The Week magazine, March 28, 2025)
March 27tfh, 2025 - cycles and rhythms (Richard & Mary-Alice Jafolla, in The Quest, p. 84)  in synx
March 20th, 2025 – Measles outbreak (The Week magazine, February 28, 2025) vaccine-related
March 13th, 2025 - workforce (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 28, 2025)  government
March 6, 2025 - Pope criticizes deportations (The Week magazine, February 21, 2025)  immigration
February 27th, 2025 A blind man from Indiana is questioning the state’s decision to issue him a concealed-carry gun permit. Terry Sutherland admits he was trying to prove a point when he walked, assisted by a sight-stick, into state offices in Indianapolis and applied for a gun permit. But he says it “shocked me more than I expected” when officials approved the application, no questions asked. “I thought at the last second somebody would go, “Wait a minute,” said Sutherland. (The Week magazine, February 21, 2025)  guns in america
February 20, 2025 - Aged by sadness and loneliness (The Week magazine, October 14, 2022)  loneliness
February 13th, 2025 - How dogs trained humans: Over the centuries humans have trained dogs to  (The Week magazine, October 18, 2024)  a dog’s world
February 6, 2025 - died on the very same day in (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 419)  in synx
January 30th, 2025 - American founding (Clarles Cooke, in NationalReview.com)  beauty
January 23rd, 2025 - cost of mass deportations (The Week magazine, December 13, 2024)  immigration
January 16th, 2025 - Canada (The Week magazine, December 20, 2024)  health care
January 9th, 2025 - Americans own (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 6 /July 13, 2018)  guns in America
January 2nd, 2025 - Are vaccines actually risky? (The Week magazine, December 20, 2024)  vaccine related
December 26th, 2024 - mistletoe (National Geographic magazine)
December 19th, 2024 - stain on Biden’s legacy (The Week magazine, December 13, 2024)  pardons
December 12th, 2024 - cost of mass deportations (The Week magazine, December 13, 2024)  immigration
December 5th, 2024 - An inebriated animal kingdom (The Week magazine, November 22, 2024)  alcohol related
November 28th, 2024 - originated (Rev. Lurabelle Gustafson, Divine Science Minister)  thanksgiving
November 21st, 2024 - species (The Economist, October 28, 2006)  homosexuality
November 14th, 2024 – God aborts more fetuses (Neil deGrasse Tyson, in Starry Messenger, p. 194)  abortion
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