World Needs

How would you like to have the disposable chopstick concession for Japan? It needs 40 million pairs a month. (L. M. Boyd)

With 47 percent of global coal consumption, China now burns almost as much coal as the rest of the world combined. (ScientificAmerican.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 15, 2013)

Binney & Smith produces two billion Crayola crayons a year. If placed end-to-end, the crayons would circle the Earth four and a half times. (www.crayola.com, as it appeared in Catholic Digest, May, 2006)

Around 500 trillion chicken eggs are produced every year around the world. The average person in North America consumes over 200 eggs every year. (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)

China and India will account for 25 percent of the global energy use this year, said the Energy Information Administration. By 2035, the two nations will consume a third of the world’s energy. (The Wall Street Journal, as it appeared in The Week magazine, October 7, 2011)

The average person eats 3 pounds of food a day, or 1,095 pounds a year, or the equivalent of three whole elephants in a lifetime. (Barbara Seuling, in You Can’t Sneeze with Your Eyes Open, p. 30)

Humanity’s need for food is gobbling up terra firma, nearly 40 percent of the earth’s landmass is now used to grow crops or graze animals, compared with about 25 percent a century ago. In a new study, University of Wisconsin researchers merged satellite images and ground-level surveys to track global land use. Most noticeable, says Navin Ramankutty, is the rapid expansion of soybean farming in South America, which exports most of its crop to China. Even in the United States, he adds, “much of what we used to call the corn belt is now in soybeans.” (Smithsonian magazine, February, 2006)

The world now consumes a record 70 million barrels of oil a day, and by 2030, the daily total is expected to soar to 120 million barrels. (The Week magazine, December 3, 2004)
We need people with new ideas as much as we need people who will put energy behind the old ideas. (William Feather)
More than 30,000 blocks of persimmon wood are shipped from Arkansas to Japan every month to satisfy the Japanese demand for what they think is the best wood for golf club heads. (L. M. Boyd)

Laid end to end, the sticks from popsicles eaten in 2002 would circle the planet \3 times. (Uncle John’s Unstoppable Bathroom Reader)

50 million Libby’s pumpkin pies are baked and consumed every year. (Rocky Mountain News, November 17, 2004)
What the world really needs is 29.5 percent fewer public-opinion polls. (Paul Dean, in Phoenix Arizona Republic)

WANTED! More to improve, fewer to disapprove. More “doers,” fewer “talkers.” More to say “it can be done,” fewer to say “it can’t be done.” More to inspire others with confidence, fewer to throw “cold water” on anyone taking even one step in the right direction. More to get into the thick of things and “do something about it,” fewer to sit on the sidelines merely finding fault. More to point out what’s right, fewer to keep harping on what’s wrong. More to “light to candle,” fewer to “curse the darkness.” (Bits & Pieces)

Vintners say some 90 percent of this year’s new wine, worldwide, will be consumed within 12 months. (L. M. Boyd)


God is everywhere, therefore God is here. What God is is everywhere, therefore what God is is here. The world, as never before, needs you and me. It needs our unwavering faith in God. It needs our positive certainly of God-in-man-the Christ. It needs our steadfast love. (Nona L. Brooks)
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