Writer’s World
There is no “right” or “wrong” in writing – except for using adverbs, which is wrong. (Elissa Bassist, writer)
Why do we want to have alternate worlds? You have to imagine something before you do it. Therefore, if you write about something, hopefully you write about something that's better or more interesting than circumstances as they now are, and that way you hope to make a step towards it. (Joan Aiken, British novelist)
The pen is mightier than the sword, but only in retrospect. At the time of combat, those with the swords generally win. (Margaret Atwood, in The New Yorker)
It took me 15 years to discover that I had no talent for writing, but I couldn't give it up because by that time I was too famous. (Robert Benchley)
I held the bird in my hands, one hand cupped over the other. I could not feel the weight of the bird, and would not have known it was there or even alive except I could feel its heart beating. So it is with a good story or poem. You should feel the heartbeat, without feeling the weight of what you are reading. (Ray Bradbury, from a speech)
I learned early on that if you don’t want your memos to get you in trouble someday, just don’t write any. (Dick Cheney, in The Washington Post)
Journalism largely consists in saying “Lord Jones is dead” to people who never knew Lord Jones was alive. (G. K. Chesterton)
***********************************************************************
Everything goes by the board: honor, pride, decency, security, happiness, all, to get the book written. If a writer has to rob his mother, he will not hesitate. (William Faulkner)
I believe that man will not merely endure: He will prevail. It is the writer’s privilege to help man endure by lifting his heart. (William Faulkner)
***********************************************************************
Either write something worth reading or do something worth writing. (Benjamin Franklin)
If all printers were determined not to print anything till they were sure it would offend nobody, there would be very little printed. (Benjamin Franklin)
***********************************************************************
Once upon a time there was a young man who wanted to become a great writer. “I want to write things the whole world will read,” he declared. “Stuff that will elicit strong emotions from people in every walk of life. I want my writing to make them scream, cry, howl in pain and anger.” He now lives happily ever after in Redmond, Washington, writing error messages for Microsoft. (Richard A. Wright, in Reader’s Digest)
The handwriting on the wall may be a forgery. (Ralph Hodgson)
Hesitation is a crucial element of creation. If people would rephrase writers’ block as hesitation, writers would feel better about it. (Ian McEwan)
I write because I don’t know what I think until I read what I say. (Flannery O’Connor)
If you give me six lines written by the hand of the most honest of men, I will find something in them which will hang him. (Richelieu)
There are two kinds of writer’s block. One is when you freeze up because you think you can’t do it. The other is when you think it’s not worth doing. (Tom Wolfe, in Vanity Fair)
***********************************************************************
I prefer dead writers because you don’t run into them at parties. (Fran Lebowitz)
The best kind of fame is a writer's fame. Just enough to get a good table at a restaurant and not enough for someone to interrupt you while you are eating. (Fran Lebowitz, author)
***********************************************************************
People know that novelists are liars. And that’s why we can be trusted to tell the truth. (E. L. Doctorow)
There are three rules for writing a novel. Unfortunately, nobody knows what they are. (W. Somerset Maugham)
A good newspaper is a nation talking to itself. (Arthur Miller)
Every journalist has a novel inside him. That’s a very good place for it. (Russell Lynes, journalist)
It’s never too late – in fiction or in life – to revise. (Nancy Thayer, novelist)
Most rock journalism is people who can’t write interviewing people who can’t talk for people who can’t read. (Frank Zappa, in LA Weekly)
Theodore Roosevelt was the most prolific writer among the presidents, authoring 40 books. (Uncle John's Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of Facts, p. 120)
To write is to sell a ticket to escape, not from the truth but into it. (Alexander Chee, novelist)
Why didn’t Socrates write down his own ideas? He supposedly thought that writing distorted ideas. (L. M. Boyd)
The first page sells that book; the last page sells your next book. (Mickey Spillane, crime writer)
Writing is the only thing that, when I do it, I don’t feel I should be doing something else. (Gloria Steinem)
There’s nothing to writing. All you do is sit down at a typewriter and open a vein. (Red Smith)
Time it took to write: 
1. Einstein’s Theory of Relativity -- 5 weeks
2. Goodbye, Mr. Chips -- 4 days
3. Death of a Salesman -- 6 to 9 months
4. A Funny Thing Happened -- 4 years
5. The Jungle -- 9 months
6. Gypsy -- 4 1/2 months
7. West Side Story -- 13 months. (World Features Syndicate)
John Smith is still the most common name in this country. It was for that reason that Mark Twain dedicated his story of The Celebrated Jumping Frog to John Smith, “who I have known in diverse and sundry places and whose many and manifold virtues did always command my esteem.” Twain figured that anyone to whom a book is dedicated would be sure to buy at least one copy, and since there were thousands of John Smiths, his book would be assured of at least a modest sale. (Bits & Pieces)
My nine-year-old granddaughter, who aspires to be a writer, asked my opinion of her English composition. I found little to criticize, but I did point out that it was not considered good writing practice to use the same word twice in one sentence if a suitable synonym was available. How faithfully she followed my advice became evident when she brought home a design for a sampler pattern she made in art class. It read: “Home Sweet House.” (C. W. Howe, in Reader’s Digest)
Once upon a time there was a young man who wanted to become a great writer. “I want to write things the whole world will read,” he declared. “Stuff that will elicit strong emotions from people in every walk of life. I want my writing to make them scream, cry, howl in pain and anger.” He now lives happily ever after in Redmond, Washington, writing error messages for Microsoft. (Richard A. Wright, in Reader’s Digest)
***********************************************************************
A teacher was instructing her pupils about how to write creatively. “Don’t copy what other people do,” she cautioned. “Be yourself, be original, write what is in you.” One little boy showed how well he had listened by writing, “Inside of me there is a heart, a stomach, two apples, a piece of pie, and a gum drop!” (Mrs. L. Binder, Catholic Digest)
Wife: “What’s with the robe?” Drabble: “I’ve decided to become a best-selling author! Everyone knows this is what author’s wear when they write!” Wife: “What are you writing?” Drabble: “Memoirs of a Mall Cop.” Wife: “Before you write a book shouldn’t you read one?” (Kevin Fagan, in Drabble comic strip)
***********************************************************************The historian will tell you what happened. The novelist will tell you what it felt like. (E. L. Doctorow, in Time magazine)
What kind of typewriter did the American writer Thomas Wolfe use? He didn’t. He wrote in longhand. Wolfe was so uncoordinated, he couldn’t manipulate a typewriter. In fact, he couldn’t even drive a car. (L. M. Boyd)
***********************************************************************
Four years ago nine-year-old Rawson Stovall of Abilene, Texas, had his heart set on an Atari game machine. So he picked pecans from trees in his family’s back yard, sold them door to door and earned the money. Dick Tarpley, editor of the Abilene Reporter-News, remembers the next step in Rawson’s career. “This little fellow in a suit walked in carrying a briefcase. He said, ‘I want to write a column.’” Rawson presented Tarpley with a stack of sample columns, and letters of recommendations from two teachers and a video-game repairman. Tarpley offered Rawson a spot in the paper. Rawson’s computer reviews have brought him as much $1200 a month. Doubleday has published his book, and TV viewers in over 500 cities see him regularly on “The New Tech Times.” Says Rawson, “It beats shelling pecans.” (Michael W. Miller, in The Wall Street Journal)
The songwriter doesn't write a song and wait for publication before he writes another. He sings it and writes others. Writers complete articles and books which they submit, and then, regardless of how many rejection slips arrive in the mail, they keep right on writing and submitting their work. They know that every note, every word they write, is priming the pump of creativity, and nudging the Law into action. They don't wait for answers, they simply go on creating opportunities for answers. (Delia Sellers, in Abundant Living magazine)
***********************************************************************
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